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VOL XLV No. 1261 QUETTA Monday October 27, 2025 / Jumadi ul-Awal 04, 1447 Rs

KARACHI: Balochistan Chlef Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugtl presenting bouquet of flowers to Provincial Advisor to Local Government

Nawabzada Amir Hamza Khan Zehrl on his wedding ceremony.

~ Bugti pays tribute
" to soldiers after .
successful operation

Staff Report

QUETTA: Balochistan Chicl’ Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugt has
paid tribute 1o the brave soldiers for the security forces' successful
operation against the Khawan sedition. :

In a statement on the social netivorking site N, the Chief
Minister said that the sacrifices of the brave soldiers who laid
down their lives in the defense of the beloved homeland will not
go in vain, as their bravery and determination are a beacon of
light for future generations. Mir Sarfaraz Bugti said that the mar-
tyred soldiers set an eternal example for the protection and secu-
rity of the beloved homeland, and their sacrifices will be written
in golden letters in national history. The Chicl Minister of
Palochistan expressed his determination that this war will con-
tinue until the complete elimination of terrorism, and under no
circumstances will terrorists and their facilitators be allowed to
succeed. Ho said that the people, government, and armed forces
of Pakistan are united in this ongoing war against terrorism, and
they express their full solidaritv with the brave soldiers.
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Promoting organic
farming

The provincial — povernment  had
approvil  the  Balochistan — Organic
Agriculture Policy 2024, which tocused on
environmental  sustainability, economic
growth, and strengthening farmers™ resil-
ience to dimate change. The move is
expected to boost loval biodiversity and
food sevurity and reduce reliance  on
imported organic cotton, saving mullions of_
dollarsin foreign exchange. Incollaboration
with  WWF-Pakistan, ~ Balochistan's
Agnculture Extension Department is work-+
ing with 12,000 farmers across 95,000 acres
to advance onganic farming practices. In
2023-24, 67,067 acres of orpanic cotton were
glotully certified in ke u:}islricls, including
Barkhan, Lasbela, Kol \Yu and Khuzdar.

The organic certification has been carried
out by the Control Unioncertified under the
NOP (USDA) and EU standands, providing
acvess Lo high-demand markets in the US
and Europe. The policy represents a trans-
formative shift from the province's current
agricultural practices to a more sustainable,
evological and economically viable model.
This initiative represents a major milestone
in promoting organic collon production,
offering a sustainable pathway to economic
growth and reduces our dependency on
imported materials.

By empowering local farmers and manag.
ing, aver 95,000 acres of certificd m};nm land,
Balochistan is setting a precedent for sustain-

able farming in Pakistanand beyond Withits
abundant natural resounces such and fertle
land, Baloc histan is well-positioned tobecome
a keader in organic farming, Organic: farming,
has the potential to revolutionize the cco-
nomic landscape of Balochistan. By produc-
ing premium, high-value organic produts
farmens can command better prices in both
domwesticand international markels.

This increased income can uplift
rural communities, reduce poverty, and
empower small-scale farmers.
Additionally, organic farming can cre-
ate employment opportunities in vari-
ous sectors, including processing, pack-
aging, and marketing, stimulating eco-
nomic growth and development.
Balochistan, like many regions, is vul-
nerable to the impacts of climate change.

Organic farming practices, such as aqop
rotation, cover cropping, and composting,
help nutigate climate change by sequester-
ing carbon in the soil. By redudng reliance
on fossil fuel-intensive inpuls, organic agri-
culture can lower greenhouse gas emissions
and contribule to a more sustainable future.
Morcover, organic farming promotes biodi-
versity, which is crudial for ecosystem resil-
ience and adaptation to climate variability.

Organic farming, on the other hand, prior-
itizes the use of natural resources and mini-
mizes chemical exposure. By consuming
onpanic prochace, consumers can reduce thar
intake of harmful residues and pramote better
haalth outomes. Additionally, orgarue fam
ing, can enhance food security by promoting
sustainable and resilient agricultural systems.
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