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Forgetting
flood victims

Years after the initial devastation, the
crisis confronting the flood-affected com-
munities in Balochistan and Sindh has
morphed from a natural disaster into a
protracted  humanitarian  emergency.
While the cameras have moved on, mil-
lions of our fellow citizens continue to
struggle to rebuild shattered lives, now
overshadowed by o grim, persistent
threat: acute food insecurity.

According lo recent reports, the situa-
tion is alarming. Damaged crops, deci-
maled livestock, and fragile supply chains
have combined with staggering inflation
to place millions into crisis or emergency
levels of hunger. In certain’ districts of
Balochistan and Sindh, nearly half the
population faces the risk of starvation, a
humanitarian stain on the national con-
science. This crisis is a heavy yoke shared
by every Pakistani; farmers lose their hope
and the very ground they till, while even
urban families, far from the flood plains,
are financially strained by skyrocketing
food prices. Yet, as always, it is the poorest,
the most vulnerable, and the children who
bear the lethal brunt of this slow-motion
catastrophe. We can no longer afford the
dangerous luxury of trealing each devas-
tating flood event as an isolated “natural
disaster” Climate change has institution-
alized these extremes, rendering them

tragically predictable. The recurrent and
overlapping nature of these climatic
shocks from the historic 2022 floods to
subsequent monsoon ravages and even
mild droughts demonstrates a systemic
failure to adapt. The time for reactive fire-
fighting is over. Pakistan desperately
requires stronger embankments, func-
tional early-warning systems, and a fun-
damental shift loward climate-resilient
farming methods that can withstand an
increasingly volatile environment. The
urgency of this situation is compounded
by the rapidly approaching winter. For
those in temporary or damaged shelters,
the cold is as greata threat as hunger, exac-
erbating malnutrition, illness, and dis-
placement. The government’s response
cannol remain reliant on the commenda-
ble, yet finite, efforts of charities and
NGOs. The state must step up with fore-
sight and executive urgency to ensure the
fair, transparent, and immediate distribu-
tion of relief. Every family thal survived
the waters must now be protected from
the impending cold. Hunger and displace-
ment are not merely social problems; they
are catalysts for deep instability and
unrest. If the authorities concerned fail to
act dedisively now by ensuring relicf
reaches the vulnerable before winter truly
grips the land, and by investing mbustl{
in long-term climate resilience they ris|
turning a manageable crisis into an irre-
versible national tragedy. The time for
planning is past; the time for resolute
action is here.
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Of Justice & Finality

In a nation's ongoing struggle against the specter of terrorism,
the line between justice and mercy, between finality and forgive-
ness, is often perilously thin. It is a line that the Balochistan
High Court has now drawn with unflinching clarity. In a recent
landmark verdict, a two-member bench has unequivocally ruled
that prisoners convicted under the Anti-Terrorism Act (ATA) of
1997 are legally ineligible for any form of general or special
remission or pardon. This judgment is not merely a legal inter-
pretation; it is a powerful reaffirmation of the primacy of public
safety and a stern message that acts of terrorism exist in a cate-
gory of crime so grave that they warrant a permanent forfeiture
of the hope for clemency. The court's decision, stemming from
petitions filed by convicts in 2023 and 2024, hinges on a critical
piece of legislative intent: Section 21-F of the ATA. This provi-
sion, inserted through an amendment in 2001, explicitly excludes
individuals convicted of terrorism from the scope of presidential
pardons under Article 45 of the Constitution and from sentence
reductions under the Pakistan Prison Rules of 1978.

The petitioners had sought refuge in these general provisions,
arguing for their right to clemency. The court, however, left no
room for ambiguity. It declared that Section 21-F was a deliber-
ate and specific act by the legislature, enacted at a time of rising
terror threats, to create a permanent legal barrier for such con-
victs. To interpret it otherwise would be to nullify the very pur-
pose of its enactment. This ruling rests on a foundational legal
principle: that a special law supersedes a general law. The Anti-
Terrorism Act is a specialized statute crafted to address a specif-
ic, extraordinary threat to the state and its citizens. It cannot be
diluted by the application of century-old laws like the Prisons
Act of 1894, which were designed for a different context and a
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different class of crimes. By affirming this hierarchy, the court
has fortified the legal architecture meant to combat terrorism,
ensuring that the tools designed for this fight are not blunted by
procedural technicalitics from a bygone era. BHC adeptly dis-
mantled the argument that this exclusion violates the constitu-
tional guarantee of equality before the law under Article 25. The
bench rightly affirmed that the Constitution permits reasonable
classification. Convicts of terrorism, by the very nature of their
crimes which target the fabric of society, instill widespread fear,
and challenge the state's monopoly on violence constitute a dis-
tinct legal class. Differentiating them from ordinary criminals is
not just reasonable; it is imperative.

The Supreme Court precedents cited, including Sherwani and
Government of Balochistan vs. Azizullah, support this view, rec-
ognizing that the law can, and must, treat distinct threats distinct-

ly. To equate a terrorist with a common thief for the purposes of

remission would be a profound miscarriage of justice, ignoring
the unique and catastrophic societal harm wrought by the former.
Balochistan High Court's judgment is a robust and necessary
articulation of a modem state's duty to its citizens. In the face of
a crime that seeks to dismantle the very foundations of civil soci-
ety, the promise of justice must be absolute. By slamming shut
the door on clemency for terrorists, the court has honored the
victims of terrorism, upheld the deliberate will of the parliament,
and reaffirmed that some transgressions are so profound that
their sentence must be final.
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By Muhammad Qasim

Breathing trouble in the
mountains of Zhob

hob Dixtrict has
lonz been famous
tor ats pure air, sce-

e vallosssand lovely moun-
tans, 1 hese natural features
have always made the area a
place of attraction for visi-
tors. However, under current
conditions, the air quality is
deteriorating rapidly, and
this growing pollution is

becoming harmful to every- |

one's health, The rise in air
pollution is now creating
scrious health problems
across the community.

The problem originates
from many visible sources in
daily life. These sources can
casily be observed in common

everyday situations. Old cars, -

buses, and trucks release thick
black smoke 1nto the air, con-
tributing heavily to hannful
emissions. People also bum
houschold waste and plastic,
which releases dangerous

chemicals that contaminate the
atmosphere. Morcover, dust
from unpaved roads without
proper covering fills the air,
reducing visibility and wors-
ening the air quality.

During winter, many house-
holds bum wood and coal for
heating, and this practice fur-
ther worsens air pollution dur-
ing the cold months. As a
result, the once-fresh air of
Zhob has become increasingly
unsafe to breathe.

This polluted air is causing
growing health  problems
among the local population.
More children and elderly peo-

- ple are developing respiratory

diseases such as asthma and
chronic bronchitis. Continuous
coughing, shortness of breath,
and other lung-related issucs
are becoming common symp-
toms within the community.
What was once a district
known for its refreshing air is

now facing a serious public
health challenge

We need to act collectively
to solve this problem before it
worsens.

It 1s essential for the local
administration to strictly mon-
itor vehicle emissions accord-
ing to environmental standards
and to implement

effective waste management
systems fo prevent garbage
buming. Awareness campaigns
should also be launched to
educate people about the dan-
gers of air pollution and pro-
mote cleaner, more sustainable
practiccs.

Together, through commu-
nity action and responsible
governance, Zhob can reclaim
its reputation for clean, healthy
air and preserve its natural
beauty for future generations.

The wniter is a student of
Environmental Science  at
UOB Quetta
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dam is a strong wall built acr
soo0ss a river or stream to store
water. The stored water forms

a reservoir that can be used for drink-

ing, irrigation, clectricity, and other
purposcs. Dams help control floods,
provide water in dry scasons, and
improve the environment and cconomy
of an arca.

In Balochistan, especially in Quetta,
water is very precious because the region
1s dry and receives very little rainfall. The
city depends mainly on underground
water, which is decreasing quickly.
Therefore, dams play a very important role
in saving water and supporting life in
Quetta.

Need for Dams in Quetta.

Quetta is the capital of Balochistan and

is located in a mountainous and scmi-and
region. The average rainfall is very low,
and the temperature in summer can be
high. People, farms, and industries need
water all year, but natural sources like
nvers and rain cannot meet the demand.

In the past, Quetta had many small
streams and springs, but most of them
have dried up. The groundwater level has
dropped because of over-pumping and cli-
mate change. This has created a water cn-
sis in the city. To solve this problem, build-
ing small and large dams is very impor-
tant. Dams help collect rainwater during
the short rainy scason and store it for later
use.

Main Dams in and Around Quelta.

There are several dams that serve Quetta
and ncarby areas. Some important ones
are: '

1. Hanna Dam

The Hanna Dam 1s located ncar Hanna
Lake, about 10 kilometers from Quetta
city. It was built during the Bnitish penod
to store rainwater from the surrounding
hills. The lake not only provides water for
the area but is also a beautiful tounst spot.
People visit Hanna Lake for boating, pic-

p—

By Abdul Nasir Khan

Dams and Their
Importance in Quetta

nics, and recrcation. However, sometimes
the lake dnes up due to less rainfall.

2. Spin Karez and Wali Tangi Dam

The Wali Tangi Dam, built in the Wali
Tangi valley, helps control water from
mountain streams. It provides imrigation
water for ncarby farms and supports the
local environment. Similarly, Spin Karez
is a traditional underground water channel
that helps distribute stored water to vil-
lages. ’

3. Mangi Dam and Others.

The Mangi Dam project, located ncar
Quetta, is under development to meet the
growing water needs of the city. Other
small dams and check dams in the sur-
rounding hills are being built to capture
rainwalter and recharge groundwater.

Importance of Dams in Quetta

Water Storage.

The most important use of dams in

“Quetta is storing rainwater. Rain comes

only for a few weeks in a year, and most of
it is wasted as runoff. Dams help collect
and save this water for drinking, farming,
and houschold use.

Irrigation and Agriculture

Farming is difficult in Balochistan due
to lack of water. Dams supply water for
immigation, helping farmers grow fruits,
vegetables, and other crops. Quetta is
famous for its apple and cherry orchards,
and dams make this possible by ensuring a
steady water supply.

Groundwater Recharge.

When water is stored in dams, some of
it seeps underground and raises the
groundwater level. This helps wells and
tube wells to keep working. Without dams,
the underground water keeps going down
every year.

Flood Control.

During heavy rains, water from the hills
can cause flash floods that damage homes
and farms. Dams slow down the flow and
protect the city from floods. They make
the environment safer and reduce losses.

Electricity Generation.

Some large dams can also be used to
produce hydroclectric power. Although
most dams near Quetta are small, future
projects may include small power stations
that supply clean and cheap energy to
nearby willages.

Tourism and Recreation. .

Places like Hanna Lake and Wali Tangi
Dam attract tourists. People enjoy boating,
fishing, and picnicking. Tourism bnings
income to local people and promotes a
healthy environment.

Environmental Benefits.

Dams help in reducing soil erosion and
improving greenery. Stored water supports
trees, wildlife, and natural beauty around
the arca. They also help in climate balance
by increasing humidity and lowering tem-
perature in nearby regions.

Challenges and Problems.

Even though dams are very useful, they
also face some challenges in Quetta:

Low rainfall means many dams do not
fill completely.

Silt and mud reduce the storage capaci-
ty of older dams.

Poor maintenance can cause leakage
and cracks.

Population growth increases water
demand beyond dam capacity.

The govemment needs to build more
small dams, improve rainwater harvesting,
and maintain existing dams regularly.

Results. g

Dams are life-saving structures for
Quetta and all of Balochistan. They pro-
vide water for homes, farms, and indus-
tries, protect the land from floods,
recharge groundwater, and support
tourism. In a dry region like Quetta, cvery
drop of water matters. Building and main-
taining more dams is essential for the
future development, health, and stability
of the city,

In short, dams are not just walls of con-
crete — they are the lifeline of Quetta.
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By Abdul Qadir
Reforming Balochistan’s
Education: hope for the

next generation

ducation plays a significant role in
shaping the lives of individuals. It is
the backbone that empowers people
to become independent, self-reliant, and capa-
ble of contributing meaningfully to socicty.
Unfortunately, the education system in
Balochistan, a province located in the south-
west of Pakistan, faces deep-rooted challenges
that deprive students of their fundamental
right to learn and showcase their talents,
intellectual capabilitics, and creative abilities.
Balochistan's education system s fraught with
systemic issucs that have long hindered the
province’s progress. The problems are not only
limited to inadequate infrastructure or lack of
resources but extend to the very core of the
Jeaming environment. The process of education
in many areas has become a cycle of mefficien-
¢v and unfaimess.
There are multiple lavers of bureaucracy and
corruption that interfere with the tnie purpose of
clucation For example, the examimanion svstem

% 1 i vl b Lopav'is . R, )
and accurately — has become a complex web
where different individuals mampulate the
process. Someone teaches the students, another
person takes the exams, others handle the exam
papers, check them, assign marks. count the
results, and finally announce them. This frag-
mentation creates oppartuninies for bias and mal-
pracuce

As a result, students who attend classes regu-
Jarly and putin genuine effort sometimes receive
lower marks, while those wha skip lessons often
end up with higher scores. This blatant injustice
not only demoralizes hardworking students but
2150 undemmines the credibility of the enuire edu-

caton system. It raises the question: are the
authonties intentionally sabotaging the learming
environment? Sadly. the answer seems to lean
toward yes. Such systermic flaws discourage
young leamers and erode their trust 1n education
as a means to a better future.

Every year. thousands of students graduate
from umversitics and colleges in Balochistan,
yet many find themselves depnived of meaning-
ful job opportumties. The disconnect between
education and employment opportunities further
frustrates the youth, leading to a cycle of pover-
ty and hopelessness. The lack of mentocracy in
both education and employment sectors means
that talent and hard work are often overlooked in
favor of nepotism and favontism

It is imperative for the govemment of
Balochistan to take immediate and senious steps
to address these issucs. Reforming the education
system must be a pnonty — starting with trans-
parent examination processes, ment-based eval-
vations, improved téacher trv g, and adequate

g development Addiuwsa: Tinking
education with pracic aa na nh market

needs can help bndge the gap betweca academic
learming and employment.

The future of Balochistan depends on the edu-
canon and empowerment of its youth. By resolv-
ing these longstanding issues, the province can
unlock the potential of 1ts students and pave the
way for sustainable growth and development
We ail camestly request the government of
Balochistan to understand the gravity of this
matter and take congrete, senal actions to reform
the educanon system, ensunng that every child
has access to quality education and the epportu-
nity to succeed

I TR I



https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

