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~ Buledi hails sacrifices

on Azad Kashmir
Govt Foundation Day

Staff Report

QUETTA: The Adviser to the Chief Minister of Balo-
chistan for the Women Development Department Dr.
Rubaba Khan Buledi stated that on October 24, 1947,
' Azad Kashmir attained the status of a free state—a lu-
minous chapter in the history of the subcontinent that
symbolizes freedom, sacrifice, and resilience, remind-
. ing the world that when a nation unites for its right to
self-determination, no power can suppress its desire for
freedom.
She expressed these views in her special message
on the occasion of the 78th Foundation Day of Azad
Kashmir. Dr. Rubaba Khan Buledi said that this day
is a tribute to the great martyrs, veterans, and freedom
fighters who stood firm against tyranny, oppression,
and slavery, noting that the brave people of Kashmir
have always set an example of sacrifice and continue
their peaceful struggle for freedom and identity. She
further stated that the bond between Pakistan and Azad
Kashmir is rooted in faith, sacrifice, culture, and ideol-
_ ogy, affirming that the people of Balochistan share the
*. sorrows and struggles of their Kashmiri brothers and
will continue to extend moral, political, and diplomatic
~ support for their right to self-determination on every -
~ platform. She added that Azad Kashmir represents the
ideological continuity of Pakistan and stands as a sym-
bol of national unity.
She said that under the leadership of Chief Minister
Mir Sarfraz Bugti, the provincial government is taking
visionary steps for the development of women, youth,
and underprivileged segments so the people can play
an active role in national progress, a spirit of solidarity
that is also the essence of Azad Kashmir’s foundation.
Dr. Rubaba Khan Buledi concluded that the Founda-
tion Day is not only a day of independence and cel-
ebration but also a day to renew a pledge of national
duty, unity, and harmony, emphasizing that everyone
must reaffim their commitment to a strong, peacetul,
and prosperous Pakistan to ensure future generations
. nherit a society built on peace, justice, and progress-
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Balochistan’s
untapped potential

Balochistan, often recognized for its
mineral wealth and strategic coastline,
holds a less-celebrated but equally signifi-
cant title: the “Fruit Basket of Pakistan.”
Amongst its rich bounty of cherries,
peaches, grapes, and pomegranates, the
high-quality apple stands out as a jewel
with enormous, untapped potential for
both the province and the national econ-
omy. Districts like Quetta, Killa Abdullah,
Pishin, Mastung, Kalat, and Killa Saifullah
produce apples that could command a
high price in the international market, yet
aregrettable lack of system and infrastruc-
ture is preventing farmers and the prov-
ince from reaping this blessing. The chal-
lenges facing Balochistan’s apple value
chain are well-documented, notably high-
lighted in the 2022 study by JICA, UNIDO,
and the Balochistan government. These
hurdles are complex and interconnected,
choking the flow of high-quality produce
to high-end markets. Small farmers, highly
dependent on an unchecked middleman,
are systematically exploited. This reliance
is born out of the failure of the formal sys-
tem to offer viable alternatives for sale and
distribution. Inconsistent and poor grad-
ing practices, inefficient transportation,
and a severe deficit of cold storage facilities
lead to unacceptably high post-harvest
losses. The blending of low and good qual-

N

ity fruit for market further devalues the
entire crop’s reputation. Balochistan lacks
adequate apple processing, grading, and
packing facilities. Consequently, a minus-
cule portion of the high-quality apple is
converted into lucrative value-added prod-
ucts like pulp, juice, jam, or clear concen-
trate. The province is essentially exporting
raw potential instead of finished wealth.
Poor and inadequate road networks com-
pound the problem, making timely and
damage-free transportation to national
and international markets a major ordeal.
The most immediate and high-impact step
is to establish and subsidize modern pro-
cessing, grading, and packing facilities in
the key producing districts. This will
instantly reduce post-harvest losses,
ensure quality consistency, and pave the
way for value-added exports. The govern-
ment must introduce transparent, tarmer-
centric marketing platforms and signifi-
cantly increase the number of cold storage
facilities. Aggressive steps must be taken
to secure better markets at the national
and international level. This includes facil-
itating export licenses, ensuring adherence
to global sanitary and phytosanitary
standards, and actively participating in
international trade fairs to showcase
Balochistan's unique, high-quality fruit.
The government must now implement
reforms to bolster the institutional capaci-
ties of the agriculture and trade depart-
ments to effectively regulate markets, pro-
vide extension services, and guide farmers
toward best practices. ‘
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