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" CM Bugti, Kaira discuss”
Balochistan’s development,
youth empowerment
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Staff Report

QUETTA: Pakistan Peoples Party
centra) leader and former federal
minister Qamar Zaman Kaira met
with Balochistan Chief Minister
Mir Sarfaraz Bugti here. The meet-
ing discussed matters of mutual
interest, the overall political, social
and economic situation of the prov-
ince. public welfare projects and the
promotion of national harmony.
Balochistan Chief Minister Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti said on this occasion
that the PPP, along with its allied
parties, is playing an active rol¢ in
i»uhlic welfare projects. Public ser-
vice is a common national responsi-
bility of all of us. He said that the
provincial government wants 1o
strengthen the relationship of trust
petween the youlh of Balochls}an
~ and the state, so that the youth feel

e

themselves an active part of the
decision-making process. Chief
Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti said
that we are laying the foundation of
good governance by promoting
meritocracy, transparency  and
accountability, because good gov-
ernance is the guarantee of devel-
opment and stability. He said that
the “Benazir Bhutto Scholarship
Program” is the largest educational
project in the history of the prov-
ince, under which scholarships are
being provided to students from
primary to higher education. This
initiative will prove o be a mile-
stone in the direction of promoting
education and providing opportuni-
ties to the young generation. The
Chief Minister of Balochistan said
that the doors of 200 quality univer-
sities of the world have been opened

" for the students of the province so

that the youth of Balochistan can be
equipped with modern education
and world-class skills. He said that
the provincial government has also
introduced a special scholarship
program for civilian martyrs,
minorities and transgenders, which
is a manifestation of a comprehen-
sive and inclusive educational
vision: Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz
Bugti said that through continuous
dialogue with the youth, practical
steps are being taken to understand
their problems and priorities, so
that they can be economically
empowered. He said that the inter-
est-free loan program is a revolu-
tionary initiative, under which busi-
ness opportunities will be provided
to the youth. and the implementa-
tion of this project is being started
soon. The Chief Minister
Balochistan said that the Chief

of

Miunister Youth Skills Developmen
Honorable Employment Program
will create new opportunities fo
honorable employment and self
reliance for the youth, which is ;
guarantee of a bright future fiy
Balochistan. On this occasion
Pakistan PPP central leader Qamay
Zaman Kaira said that the PPP wi])
continue to play its positive and
constructive role for the develop-
ment and prosperity of Balochistan.
He said that the PPP is a symbol of
federation, we believe in national
unity, democratic values and public
service. Qamar Zaman Kaira
appreciated the development vision
of Balochistan Chief Minister Mi
Sarfaraz Bugti and expressed fy[]
support and said that the Prosperity
of Balochistan is actually the guar.
antee of a strong federation of
Pakistan. ‘
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Beyoﬁd pink ribb;)ns

Every October, Pakistan turns pink
with ribbons, walks, and campaigns
promoting breast cancer awareness.
Billboards, talk shows, and charity
events flood the public space with mes-
sages of prevention. Yet, when the month
ends, the grim reality remains: the dis-
ease continues to claim thousands of
lives every year, making Pakistan one of
the country’s most affected by breast
cancer in Asia. Breast cancer cases are on
the rise'in Balochistan. Official sources
say half of the cancer patients coming to
hospitals are suffering from breast can-
cer, of which about 60 percent are in the
final stage of the disease. They said that
more than 60 percent of breast cancer
patients in the province are diagnosed at
the fourth stage of the disease, when the
chances of cure are reduced. Health
experts warn that nearly one in nine
women in Pakistan may develop breast
cancer in her lifetime. Tens of thousands

~ of new cases are reported annually, and
the numbers keep rising. The challenge
is not that people are unaware of the dis-
ease, it is that most do not act on what
they know. In rural and low-income
areas, women still lack access to infor-
mation and early detection. Cultural
taboos and social stigma prevent open
discussion of breast health. Many
women depend on male family mem-
bers to seek medical help, a delay that
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often proves fatal. The shortage of
female doctors and screening facilities
only worsens the problem. Consequently,
most cases are diagnosed at a late stage,
when treatment is both costly and less
effective. Research shows that early
detection raises survival rates above 80
per cent, while late diagnosis drastically
reduces the chances of recovery and
imposes immense financial strain. For a
country with already limited healthcare
resources, this is not just a personal trag-
edy, it is a national crisis. It is time to -
treat breast cancer on a priority basis.
Regular screening programmes must be
introduced at district hospitals, and the
government should subsidise mammo-
grams to remove cost barriers.
Awareness efforts must extend beyond
English-language media and reach
women in their local languages, using
radio, mobile clinics, and community
health workers. Employers and educa-
tional institutions can help by arranging
medical check-ups, offering paid medi-
cal leave, and supporting women under-
going treatment. Empowering female
health workers to educate and screen
women in rural areas can bridge the cul-
tural gap that often costs lives. Pink rib-
bons symbolise compassion, but com-
passion alone cannot defeat cancer. Only
through consistent action improved
healthcare, stronger education, and
community-level  engagement  can
Pakistan reduce the devastating toll of
this disease.
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