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Balochistan holds vast
potential for
tourism, cultural
development: CM

Syed Naveed Jamul

ISLAMABAD: Chiel Ministep of Balochistan, Mir Sarfrar i
Khan Bugh, has said that Balochistan is a land of hospitaliy
whete not only the people but also the mountains, plains, and g

coasts warmly weleome tourists. He expressed these views

while addressing the opening ceremony of the balochistan !

Grand Tourism Festival held here at Lok Virsa on Friday,

He said that Walochistan has immense potential for the
development of tourism and culture, “*We assure all investors
and stakeholders that any issues related o dourism projects
will be resolved through a one-window operation,” he added.
Oganized with the collaboration of the Ministry of National
Neritage and Culture, the threesday festival aims to promote
Ralochistan’s heritage, culture, tourism, and archives at the
national level Various stalls showeasing tradinenal Balochi
ewsine. clohing, handierafts, and cultual avtifacts have

attracted large crowds ofF visitors from the capital, Chiel
Minisier Bugti was the chief guest at the event, while Federal
Minister for National Hertage and Culnire, Aurangaeh Khan
Kbichi, welcomed im Several notable personalities alsoe
attended (he festival, ncluding Pariamentary Secretary for
Culture. Tonrism and Law, Mir Zareen Khan Bugtiy Federal
Munister for Commerce, Jam Kamal Khan, and Managing
Director of Green Tourism, Lt Gen, (R) Hasan Azhar Hayat,

Addressing the gathering, Mir Zaveen Khan Bughi said that
Dalochistan 18 home (o some of the warkl's most beawitul
beaches, mountains, forests, and plams. He iy wed national
and nternational donors and private entities to explare and
vest in Balochistan’s natural resourees and tourisim sector,
e specifically mentioned locations ke Gadant, Kund Mali,
Golden Neach, Gwaday, Hingol National Fark, and the juniper
forests of Zlarat as world-class tourist atactions. Federal
Minister Jam Kamal Khan praised the festival, saying that
such events are essential for projecting & postive inage of
Palochistan. He emphasized the nnpartance of promoling
domestic tourism, cating Japan as an example, where most
people travel within their country despite nt holding pass:
ports. 10 we tvest m our own tandd, e worhl will follow,” he
remarked

Conluding the ceremony, Seavtany o Cultire and
Tourian, Sohail Rehwman Baloch, thanked all pariicipants,
ruests, and the Ministry of National Hertage o supparting
the festival, which he said 1y @ stong siep wands prometing
the culime and idennty of Balochisian. The thiee-day
Balochistan CGrand Tounsn Festi al will contimie wnnl

Sunday,
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ISLAMABAD: Chief Ministér Balochistan, Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti, and Federal Minister for National Heritage and Culture Division, Aurangzeb
Khan Khichi inaugurating three-day Balochistan Grand Tourism Festival at Lok Virsa,.— APP

CM Bagti reaﬁﬁl:_ms
PPP’s resolve to fight
terrorism

Staff Report

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz

Bugti said that standing against terrorism is the tradition
of the Pakistan Peoples Party, In the war against terror-
ism, we lost our great Jeader Shaheed Rani, In this war,
the party sacrificed its leaders and workers. He expressed
these views while talking to the people of Pakistan Peo-
ples Party Zhob Division and Qila Saifullah here on
Thursday under the leadership of the party’s senior leader
and focal person Syed h[mr Shah. The Chiel' Minister
said that Ju: line of the Pakistan Peoples Party against
Mn:ri‘.\lll s very clear.

© Chairman Pakistan Peoples Party Bilawal Bhutto Zard-
- i presented his stance against nonsi in a umvm.aj
- manner at GhanKhuda Bakhsh. Chicf Minister Mir Sar-
furaz Bugli said that when he took over the goverment

in Balochistan, the red zone was closed. oday no road is t

closed, even if’ eight parties come together, they cannot

close the road. He said that we will not allow our rouds

to be closed, we will fight terrorism and maintain peace

at all costs.

A
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Redressal of issues
of investors

Balochistan, being the largest province
of the country in terms of land area, owns
a longstretched coastline, beautiful
beaches, attractive lourist sites, moun-
tains, hills, plains, and deserts. The moun-
tains of Balochistan look rugged and
deserted, but they hold plenty of mineral
resources in the form of gas, coal, copper,
gold, marble, and many other precious
minerals that distinguish Balochistan in
the entire world. Balochistan has great
potential where investors from across the

| world can make profitable and secure

investments, particularly in agriculture,

~ minerals, fisheries, energy, livestock, and

tourism. But unfortunately, during the
past two decades, due to a deteriorated

, law and order situation, poor policies,

vested interests, and instability caused by

" anti-Pakistan elements, investment in

Balochistan remained virtually clogged.
There is a need to evolve a strategy to
attract investors to Balochistan, and the
Balochistan Board .of Investment and
Trade (BBOIT) has beentasked with devel-
oping; strategies and policies to attract
investors and make them aware of invest-
ment opportunities. However, initially,
BBOIT made some efforts but could not

achieve the desired goals, and therefore it
has been felt that the government of
Balochistan must pay more atlention to
attracting national and international
investors to the province. Despite the
establishment of the Islamabad office by
BBOIT for the promotion of domestic and
foreign investment, it later opened offices
in Karachi and Gwadar. No doubt, the
opening of offices in different main cities
of the country will certainly provide easy

and timely access for foreigninvestorsand -

businessmen to information such as visas,
security, NOCs, registration, and travel,
but there is still more that needs to be done
to attract investors. To strengthen the
emrm of Balochistan and address pov-
erty and uriemployment, attracting inves-
tors to Balochistan is essential, as without
investors, the province lacks the finance
and skilled manpower to exploit its
resources. In this respect, the complete
support and cooperation of the federal
government are very important. It has
been observed that in the past, foreign
investors—despite being willing to invest
in different sectors in Balochistan—could
not do sp owing to immense complica-
tions in obtaining NOCs from the federal
as well as provincial governments. Such
slackness demoralizes investors, Likewise,
in the past, investors have complained
about facing troubles in getting visas and
permission to travel to Balochistan
Hopefully, BBOIT and other government
departments will play their active role in
facilitating investors so that they do not
face difficulties,
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