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Security forces

eliminate terrorists in
Khuzdar: CM

Says teachers are
architects of nation

Staff Report

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti
has said that security forces successfully eliminated anti-
state elements in Khuzdar's Zehri area, killing several ter-
rorists and destroying their hideouts.

In a statement on the social media platform X, the Chief
Minister stated that the people of Balochistan and security
forces stand united against the enemies of the country. He
said these successes highlight the state’s unwavering deter-
mination to stand as a solid wall against forces that attempt
to disturb the country’s peace and stability. :

He paid tribute to the brave people and youth of Balochistan
for their unparalleled sacrifices in defending the motherland.
Expressing pride in their courage, he added that the success-
ful operation will prove to be a decisive blow to the enemy’s
designs. The Chief Minister reaffirmed that peace and devel-
opment in Balochistan is irreversible and vowed that the gov-
ernment will continue its strong stance against anti-state ele-
ments.

Moreover, Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti has said that
teachers are the architects of the nation and the foundation of
society, whose efforts enable nations to move forward on the
path of progress and development.

In his message on World Teachers’ Day, the Chief Minister
acknowledged the services and sacrifices of teachers as
unforgettable. He said that his government has introduced
real reforms in the-education sector, including-the historic
recruitment of 16,000 teachers on merit. According to him,
merit at 99.9 percent was ensured in the recruitment process
so that only talented and qualified individuals could be
.ppoimcd.

The Chief Minister added that the provincial government
remains determined to provide quality education to every
child and bring about sustainable improvement in the edu-
cation system, He further stressed that respect and welfare
of teachers remain among the government's priorities, as
only a dignified and empowered teacher can lay the founda-
tion of a civilized and prosperous society. Paying tribute,
he said that World Teachers’' Day serves as a reminder of
the moral and national responsibility to honor the dedica-

tion, hard work, and character of teachers.
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Proper management

Balochistan, presents a stark para-
dox: it is a region blessed with
immense  strategic importance and
vast reserves of natural resources, yet
it remains the most impoverished part
of the country. With multidimensional
poverty afflicting approximately 70%

of its population, the' deprivation felt
across its sprawling districts is not
merely an economic footnote; it is a
full-blown national crisis fuelled, pri-
marily, by systemic mismanagement
and a crippling failure of governance.
The statistics  are  damning,.
Balochistan consistently ranks lowest
on key socio-economic indicators,
including the Human Development
Index (HDI), literacy rates, and access
to basic services. While geography the
province’s scattered population and
arid landscape undoubtedly poses
logistical challenges, the real obstacle
is the structural inefficiency of its
political economy. Year after year,
despite receiving substantial federal
allocations under the National Finance
Commission (NFC) Award, the pro-
vincial government struggles with
basic fiscal discipline. A deep dive
into the budget reveals the core issue:
a disproportionate chunk of provin-
cial resources is consumed by non-
development expenses, such as rising
salaries and ballooning pension costs.
This leaves the development budget
(Public Sector Development
Programme or PSDP) chronically
under-resourced. Even when funds
are allocated for development, the his-
torically low rate of utilization with
‘reports of up to 40% of funds lapsing
annually points to a catastrophic
breakdown in planning, execution,
and monitoring. This under-spending
is not benign; it is the active denial of
schools, hospitals, roads, and clean
water to the very people who need
them most, Furthermore, the structure

" Daily: Balochistan Time Quetta

of local governance, often character-
ized by clientelism and the dominance
of traditional tribal elites, ensures that
development funds frequently by pass
the general populace and are distrib-
uted as political favors. The people of
Balochistan rightly question why their
province produces significant per-
centages of the country’s natural gas
and houses mega-projects like the
Gwadar Port, yet local communities
benefit minimally, if at all. This lack of
resource equity transforms resource
wealth into a political grievance. To
reverse this tragic trend, the
Government of Balochistan and fed-
eral authorities must shift from mere
rhetoric to radical institutional reform.
It is essential that government must
implement immediate, transparent
reforms to curb non-development
spending and, critically, ensure 100%
utilization of the development budget
through stringent oversight and time-
bound project completion mecha-
nisms. Similarly, prioritize investment
in high-quality education and health-
care, focusing particularly on far-
flung rural areas. Development in
Balochistan must be people-centric,
not  just infrastructure-centric.
Balochistan is the future gateway for
regional connectivity and a repository
of national wealth. Allowing its devel-
opment deficit to persist is not only
economically wasteful but politically
destabilizing. The time for business-
as-usual is over; the province
demands, and deserves, extraordinary
attention and genuine commitment to
equitable governance.
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