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QUETTA: Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Khan Bugti expressing his views during a meeting of the Faculty Heads cf cifferent
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universities, on Friday.

Teachers must bridge
gap between state
and youth: Bugti

Staff Report

OQUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti
has greatly appreciated the successful operation of the secu-
rity forces against the Indian-sponsored group Fitna-ul-
Khawarij in Sherani district. He said that this timely and
effective operation is a clear proof of the establishment of law
and order in Balochistan and it proves that our forces are capa-
ble of confroming every challenge. The Balochistan Chief
Minister said that thwarting the enemy networks and Indian
proxies in Balochistan is a proof of the excellent capabilities
and professionalism of the security forces. He said that the
bravery and sacrifices of the forces are not only a source of
confidence and courage for the people of the provinee but also
further strengthen the national resolve to eradicate terrorism, |
In his message on social networking site X, the Balochistan
Chief Minister said that not oply as the Chief Minister but also
as a son of this land, | am extremely proud of our hrave sol-
diers who stand up for the defense of the homeland in every
difficult moment, “Itis the bravery of our youth that gives us
new courage and confidence, and it is because of their sacri-
fices that Balochistan is on the path of peace and develop-
ment” Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugli reiterated the
resolve that no enemy force can sabotage the journey of peace
and development in Balochistan and the government stands by

_the security forces for the protection and prosperity of the peo-

Fr

P —

e,

ple of the province.
Meanwhile, Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugn
has said that youth are the valuable asset of any state and the
architects of the future, while teachers are the beacon of guid-
ance and light for thern. If teachers show the students the nght
direction, the gap between the siate and the youth can be
bridged. He expressed these viéws during a meeting with fac-
ulty heads and members of various universities on Friday. The
meeting discussed in detail the role of the media, venificauon
of facts, social values and mutial social responsibilities. Chiet
Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti said that in the past. due to effec-
live editorial checks, the process of verifving and publishing
news remained strong and credible, but after newspapers.
electronic media and then social media came, this editorial
check weakened. Today, in the era of social media, only a thin
line remains between truth and falsehood. which has had a
profound impact on social attitudes. He said that 3G and 1G
services were introduced in Pakistan without strengthening
social values and creating infrastructure, which resulted in
false propaganda and attempts were made to distance the
youth from the state. [nstead of truth, honesty and argument,
popular narratives became common. The Chief Minister of
Balochistan urged the teachers o show the students the right
direction through research and explanation and guide the new
generation. He said that teachers have a heavy responsibility
to reduce the gap between the state and the youth. He said that
there is a mutual relationship of responsibility and rnights
between the state and the citizen. 1f there are any doubts, then
the solution is not to take up arms against the state and resort
to violence. The Chiel Minister said that at the time of the
formation of Pukistan, notonly the Baloch but also the Sindhis,
Pakhtuus, Punjabis and other nations were divided. Everyone
made sacrifices for the establishment of this homeland and this
country belongs to everyone.
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Balochistan
without power

It is surprising to know that around 64
percent area of Balochistan is without
electricity facility. Reportedly, only
thirty-six percent area of Balochistan has
electricity facility. However, there is no
report available that can clearly depict
the approximate district-wise ratio of
area of each district of Balochistan which
has facility of electricity. According to
year-wise breakup, the previous govern-
ment [in PML-N’s era] had electrified
1,317 small villages in the year 2016-17.
As many as 2,459 small villages were
electrified in 2017-18. While, the current
government electrified 1,064 in 2018-19,
819 in 201920, 1,023 in 202021
Previously, Ministry for Power Division
had accepted the fact that most of the
areas of Balochistan have no facility of
electricity. There are many factors that
‘play pivotal role regarding provision of
electricity to the residents of Balochistan
including scattered population in 53 per-
cent area. Undoubtedly, scattered popu-
lation major hurdle behind provision of
electricity to Balochistan but at the same
time the federal government always paid
little focus towards Balochistan which
can is evident from the fact that the

Makran division is still not connected

with national grid station and it its three
districts are being given electricity

D?t_gd_:iﬂ_‘f_ﬂﬂ 2025 Page N

o le o s | el e B
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through electricity purchased from bor-
dering country Iran. It has unfortunate
that still there are no concrete measures
being taken by the government to
remove the deprivation of Balochistan
and bring this part of the country with
other developed parts of the country. Itis
more than surprising to imagine that
Balochistan has only 36 percent electric-
ity facility in 2022, as rest of the 64 per-
cent is in dark. The electricity given to 30
percent of the area is also not upto the
mark and long hours of load-shedding
further increase the problems of masses.
In remote areas, only six to eight hours
electricity is supplied to the domestic
and agriculture tube-wells. To develop
Balochistan and remove the sense of
deprivation from the masses it is inevita-
ble that the federal government must
ensure maximum provision of electricity
to Balochistan and stop any discrimina-
tion towards it in any sector. The devel-
opment of Balochistan is not possible
through rhetoric unless and until the
government fulfill its constitutional
responsibility and provide all basic facil-
ities to the masses the dream of devel-
oped Balochistanis not possible. Keeping,
Balochistan backward in the process of
development and depriving its pec le
from the basic needs will undoubte (ly
increase distance between the province
and center. Itis inevitable that the federal
overnment must ensure due rights of
people of Balochistan in all sectors and
give this part of Pakistan special focus.
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