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Bugti urges united effortto '

VOL XLV No. 1242 QUETTA Wednesday October 08, 2025 / Rabi’ l-Thani 14, 1447

=

curb corruption, build
transparent Balochistan

Staff Report

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief
Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugli
emphasized that combating cor-
ruption is a shared responsibility,
urging the youth to unite in build-
ing a prosperous, resilient, and
transparent Balochistan for future
generations.

He added that corruption is
Balochistan's foremost challenge,
having undermined the integrity
of  provincial  departments,
affected  social cohesion and
eroded the youth's trust in public
institutions.

Speaking at the closing cere-
mony of the Inter-University
sports Festival held at BUITEMS
on Anti-Corruption Day, Sarfraz
Bugti cmphasized that the security
forces are fully equipped to handle
Jow snd order challenges, while
development and governaace are
innesible withoul reeling eut

corruption from the province.

Sarfraz Bugti announced the
launch of Balochistan's first-cver
Youth Policy, urging the young
people to foil propaganda agdinst
the homeland and remain commit-
ted to the state.

He acknowledged gricvances
related to employment and gov-
ernance but stressed that these
should not lead to alicnation from
the nation.

“The youth must nol become
part of any propaganda against
Pakistan and must work for the
development of the country.” he
added.

Highlighting merit-based
reforms, Sarfraz Bugti notcd that
over 12,000 to 16000 teachers had
been recruited in the Education
Department purcly on merit and
we are introducing this consist-
cncy of merit in every scctor. lle
pledged to cxpand sports infra-
structure and provide ample

opportunities for youth engage-
ment.

To combat corruplion, the Chicfl
Minister said the govcrnment is
strengthening oversight  bodies
including NAB, the Chief Minister
Inspection Team, and the Anti-
Corruption Establishment. He
emphasized that accountability
pr es are lransparent from
any political and personal influ-
ence.

Sarfraz Bugti sharcd that the
Chairman of the Chicl Minister
Inspection Team had filed a report
against his own brother, under-
scoring the administration’s com-
mitment to transparency.”

Addressing the youth, Bugti
called the youth as true strength of
the nation, urging them to embrace
honesty and scrvice, He stressed
that corruption extends beyond
financial misconduct to include
negligence and breach of public
frust.

Sarfraz Bugli reiteraled that
Balochistan’s resources are a pub-,
lic trust and must be used solcly
for the wellare of its people. He
called on all citizens including
officials, cducators, and students
to uphold integrity and transpar-
ency in their roles,

He concluded by praising the
organizers of the Sports Festival,
noting that such events foster dis.
cipline, teamwork, and tolerance
values esscntial for a corruption-
free sociely.

Sarfraz Bugti affirmed the gov-
crnment’s commitment to contin-
uing youth-focused initiatives,
including a forthcoming Youth

Summit. The cvent was also
addressed by Advisor (o the chief
minister for Sports and Youth
Affairs Meccna Majecd Baloch,
Director General NAB
Balochistan Nauman Aslamn, and
DUITEMS  Vice  Chancellor
Professor Dr Khalid Hafeez.
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BHC clears path for LG polls

In a momentous decision that strengthens the foundations of democratic
govemnance, the Balochistan High Court has delivered a powerful and
unequivocal verdict. The court's dismissal of multiple constitutional peti-
tions challenging local body elections is more than just a legal ruling; it is
a clarion call for political empowerment, institutional integrity, and the
urgent need to bring government back to the people. Promise of local
governance in Quetta and beyond has been stuck in a quagmire of legal
challenges and delays. Petitioners had raised concems about the delimita-
tion of constituencies the process of drawing electoral boundaries arguing
that it was based on an outdated 2017 census and was fundamentally
unfair. These challenges brought the entire election process to a grinding
halt, leaving citizens in a state of political limbo and depriving them of
their right to choose their local representatives.

The two-member bench, comprising Justice Igbal Ahmed Kasi and
Justice Muhammad Najmuddin Mengal, saw through these delays and
made several critical determinations. First and foremost, the court firmly
established that the power of delimitation constitutionally rests with the
Election Commission of Pakistan. This is a crucial point. By stating that
interference in delimitation is not within the court's jurisdiction, the
judges have upheld the delicate balance of power enshrined in our consti-
tution. It is a strong message that institutions must be allowed to perform
their designated functions without unnecessary judicial overreach. Court
found the petitioners' arguments lacking in substance. They failed to pres-
ent any concrete evidence that voters were being systematically disenfran-
chised. They could not prove a single violation of legal provisions. Most
tellingly, they had not even bothered to file formal objections against the
delimitation when they had the chance. This reveals a troubling pattem: it
is easier to halt the entire democratic process with broad-stroke legal
challenges than to engage constructively within the established system. At
the heart of this decision lies a simple, yet profound, principle stated by
the court: "The strength and balance of votes is the basis of every elec-
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toral system.” Democracy is not about creating perfectly drawn maps that
satisfy every political group; it is about ensuring a fair and halanced
weight for every single vote, The coun's ruling affirms that the Election
Commission's primary duty is to achicve this balance, and its work should
be respected, not perpetually guestioned in the zbsence of wiid proof. By
withdrawing all interim orders from 2023 and directing the Election
Commission to complete the elections "as soon 25 posuble” and “in the
public interest,” the coun has placed the ball firmly back in the
Commission's court, The message is clear: no more excuses, The people
of Balochistan have waited long enough.

The impontance of this decision cannot be overstated. [ocal govern-
ments are the bedrock of a functioning democracy. They are the level of
government closest to the people, responsible for everything from clezn
water and sanitation to local roads and parks. When these institutions zre
dormant, citizens suffer, and cynicism towards the entire politiczl system
grows. A vibrant local govemment system ensures thzt resources zre zllo-
cated based on local needs, not remote political czleulztions from 2
provincial or federal capital. It is the first and most important school for
political leadership. BHC has done its pan. It hazs cleared the legal under-
brush that was blocking the path to elections. It has rezffirmed constitu-
tional mandates and championed the public's right to choose its Jeaders,
Now, the responsibility fzlls on the Election Commission to 2¢t with
urgency and integrity to complete the delimitztion and announce 2 firm
election schedule. Politiczl panties, too, must respect this verdict znd pre-
pare to participate fully, shifting their energy from courtroom battles to
the public square. This ruling is 2 victory for the people of Bzlochistzn. It
is 2 reaffiration that democracy, though often messy znd delayed,
remains the best path forward. The joumey toward strong, accountzble
local governance has just received 2 much-needed green Jight. It is time to

* move forward.
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