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CM condoles with
Sindh Home Minister

Staff Report

NAWAB SHAH: Chicl Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti offered
condolences to Sindh Home Minister Zia-ul-Hassan Lanjar on
the passing of his mother, and performed Fatcha in her honor.
Bugti extended prayers for the eternal peace of the departed
and expressed heartfclt sympathy to the bereaved family. He
described the death of a mother as an irrcparable tragedy, pray-
ing that Allah Almighty grant her a high place in Paradise and
patience to her grieving family. He was accompanied by provin-
cial ministers Mir Muhammad Sadiq Imrani, Mir Asim Kurd
Gilo, and Advisor on Local Governments Nawabzada Baba

Amir Hamza Zchri.
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| Revisiting security

measures

The Tuesday’s suicide attack on the
Frontier Corps (FC) Headquarters in
Quetta, which tragically claimed the lives
of approximately ten civilians and secu-
rity personnel, is more than just another
tragic headline. This attack hit the very
heart of Quetta city, demanding animme-
diate and uncompromising overhaul of
the nation’s counter-terrorism strategy in
Balochistan. Targeting the Frontier Corps
Headquarters, an installation meticu-
lously designed to be impregnable, is a
brazen act that speaks volumes about the
audacity, planning, and operational reach
of the terrorist elements. What makes the
security environment in Balochistan
uniquely volatile is the complex, two-front
conflict it faces. The province is caught
between the hammer of ethno-nationalist
insurgency and the anvil of religious
extremism. On one side stand the Baloch
militant groups, driven by long-standing
political, economic, and resource-sharing
grievances against the slate. On the other
side are the religious extremists who
exploit Balochistan's vasl, porous borders
and challenging geography. The govern-
nent’s challenge lies in devising strategies
hat simullancously address these two
deologically disparate threats. The rising
oll of lerrorism in Balochistan necessi-
ales an urgent departure from reactive

securily responses lo a proactive, compre-
hensive national strategy. To genuinely
curb these incidents and wipe out terrorist
networks. Security measures must shift
from visible checkpoints to an intelligence-
centric, lechnology-driven approach. This
involves enhancing intelligence, focusing
on preemptive strikes, and disrupling the
logislical and financial networks that sup-
port both nationalist and religious terrorist
organizations. The securily around critical
government and military installations
must be completely re-evaluated using
advanced threat modeling, The long-term
stability of Balochistan is inextricably
linked to addressing its rool causes. The
L-rovince is rich in resources but poor in

uman development; closing this gap
through transparency in resource utiliza-
tion, ?ocusod development projects, and
providing meaningful employment to the
local youth is vital to severing the recruit-
menl supply lines of the separatist groups.
The security of Quelta is not an isolated
problem; it is a symptom of a larger politi-
cal and developmental crisis. The sacrifice
of the ten brave personnel and civilians in
the FC Headquarters attack must serve as
the final impetus for Islamabad to adopt 2
whole-of-nation approach, one that com-
bines unwavering security measures with
political wisdom and economic justice to
bring enduring peace to Balochistan. The
resilience of the Frontier Corps and the
people of Quetta in the face of relentless
violence will ultimately triumph over the
forces of chaos and destruction.
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Tribute to Courage & the Cost of Peace

The brutal sound of the explosion that rattled Quetta on the final
day of September was more than just a momentary tremor; it was a
chilling reminder of the persistent and ugly face of terrorism that
continues to challenge the peace of Balochistan. The suicidal attack
at the Frontier Constabulary Headquarters (FCHQ) was a horrific
incident that tragically ended innocent lives, caused massive materi-
al destruction, and once again plunged the city into shock and grief.
The sheer roar of the blast, heard miles away, and the shattered
glass and cracked walls in nearby buildings speak volumes about
the ferocity of the assault. Yet, in the immediate, raw aftermath of
this violence, what truly stands out is not the attackers' malice or
hatred, but the remarkable courage and efficiency of our security
personnel. In a textbook demonstration of swift and decisive action,
the Police and security forces reacted with commendable speed.
They didn't just contain the threat; they toppled down every
assailant, bringing the entire operation to a successful conclusion in
less than an hour. In a scenario where every second counted and the
potential for a protracted, devastating siege was very real, this rapid
response undoubtedly saved countless more lives. It is a powerful
testament to their training, their dedication, and their willingness to
put themselves in harm's way for the safety of the citizens. The ease
with which they managed the 'cracking operation' and returned the
situation to normal deserves the highest form of praise and
acknowledgement. While we commend the professionalism of the
forces who neutralized the threat, we must not let the final count of
lives lost simply become a statistic. Each life lost whether uni-

. formed personnel or an innocent civilian caught in the blast's radius

represents an unbearable void for a family and a significant loss for
the nation.
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The incident at FCHQ), a security installation, underscores the
relentless nature of the threat. The enemy secks to sow fear and
instability by targeting symbols of the state's authority and, in doing
so, often strikes at the heart of the community, as many of the casu-
alties were tragically civilians going about their day. This attack
serves as a stark wake-up call, emphasizing that the fight against
extremism is far from over. Quetta and the wider Balochistan region
must remain a top priority for our national security apparatus. While
the quick reaction of the forces offers a moment of pride, the under-
lying factors that enable such attacks logistics, intelligence failures,
or gaps in perimeter defense must be meticulously scrutinized. A
thorough, honest post-mortem is essential to plug all vulnerabilitie$
and ensure that such a swift response remains a rarity, not a necessi-
ty. As the immediate chaos subsides and life begins its inevitable
return to routine, the characteristic resilience of Quetta shines

through. The people of this city have endured repeated traumas, yet
they refuse to be paralyzed by fear. The speed with which the city
begins to settle down, repair the damage, and mourn its dead, all
while supporting its security forces, is the true defiance of the ter-
rorists' aims.

This collective spirit, combined with the proven valor of our secu-
rity forces, is our greatest weapon. The nation owes a debt of grati-
tude to the men who stood their ground and eliminated the threat in
a race against time. Their sacrifice is what allows the rest of us to
return to normalcy. We must honor the fallen and support their
families, while also continuing to demand the highest level of pre-
paredness and unwavering resolve from our government and securi-
ty institutions. The work of maintaining peace is difficult, costly,
and continuous, but the speed of the FCHQ response proves that
when the moment demands it, our defenders are ready. But still
question for the nation is simple: How do we translate this moment
of heroic defense into a sustainable, long-term strategy for unshake-
able peace?
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