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10 dead, 32 injured in bomb blast

near Qu

PR

Monitoring Desk

QUETTA: At least 10 people were
martyred and 32 injured on
Tuesday when a bomb blast ripped
‘through a busy street ncar Quetta's
Frontier Corps (FC) headquarters,
officials said.

Balochistan Health Minister
Bakht Muhammad Kakar con-
firmed 1o the media the death and
injury toll. He said, “Ten pcople
have been killed while 32 were
injurcd in the blast, The injured
have been taken lo the Civil
Hospital and Trauma Centre.”

He said that those martyred in
the blast also included paramili-
tary personnel.

Mecanwhile, Civil Lincs Police
Station House Officer (SHO)
Amecen Jaffar said that “eight bod-
ies were brought to the Civil
Hospital after the blast”.

According to the Senior

Superintendent of Police (SSP)
Special

Operations  Quelta

Quetta’s FCh

Muhammad Baloch, the “blast
took place when a vehicle tumed

from Model Town towards Hali'

Road, close to the Frontier Corps
(FC) headquarters™, '

Television and social media
footage caplured the moment when
the powerful explosion ripped
through the sireet,

Balochistan Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti strongly condemned
the incident, calling it a “terrorist
attack™.

“Following the incident, sccu-
rily forces gave a swifl and effec-
tive response, climinatiog four ter-
rorists,” a post from the
Balochistan  government's X
account quoted him as saying.

“The terrorists cannol weaken
the nation's resolve through cow-
ardly acts. The sacrifices of the
people and sccurity forces will not
go in vain. We remain committed
lo making Balochistan pcaceful
and secure. 1 express solidarity

wilh the families of the martyrs.

pray for the clevation of their
ranks, and for the speedy recovery
of the injured.”

Later, speaking during an event
in Quetta, he said that “an opera-
tion against the terrorists is under-
way".

President Asif Ali  Zardari
termed the incident a “suicide
attack™

“The president has strongly con-
demined the suicide attack in
Quetta carried oul by tLe Fitna-al-
Khawarij, the misguided extrem-
ists acling on India’s agenda” a
slatement from the President's
Sccrelariat said,

Fitna-al-Khawarij is a tcrm the
state uses lo refer to lerrorists
belonging to the banned Tehreek-i-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP).

“The president said that the ele-
ments scrving the interests of
Fitna-al-Khawarij and laodia can-
not uodermine Pakistan's peace
and stability. He commended the
sccurity forces for their timely and

e B - T

effective response, which foiled
the malicious designs of the terror-
ists.”

Later, an X post by the Pakistan
government said Prime Minister
Shchbaz Sharif had commended
the security forces for killing the
“terrorists of Fitna-al-Hindustan™
who carricd out the attack.

The state has designated
Balochistan-based  yroups  as
Fitna-al-Hindustan 1o highlight
India’s alleged role in terrorism
and destabilisation  across
Pokistan.

The government statement said
the PM also prayed for the quick
recovery of the injured citizens
and security personnel.

He cxpressed the resolve to
defcat the nefarious desigus of cle-
ments causing harm to citizens and
their properties. “We will mete out
cxemplary punishment (o elements
tryiog to harm the security of the
country,” the statement quoted him
as saying.
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Promising Resolutions

In a welcome move, the Balochistan Assembly has taken two signifi-
cant decisions that directly address the needs of its people. By passing
resolutions to review the Mines and Minerals Act and to grant district
status to Mand and Tump, the provincial government has shown a
promising shift towards listening and responding to public sentiment.
These are not just procedural changes; they are potential turning points
for governance and development in the province. Decision to review
the Mines and Minerals Act is a crucial victory for reason and local
rights. Balochistan is rich in natural resources, yet its pcople have

~ often felt that the benefits of this wealth bypass them. The previous act

was seen by many as outdated, failing to ensure that local communi-
ties get a fair share of the revenue and that mining is done responsibly,
with minimal environmental damage. The fact that the resolution came

' from the opposition benches, and was immediately supported by the

government, is a heartening example of political maturity. Leader of
the House Mir Sarfaraz Bugti's statement that the implementation has
been halted and that a consensus will be sought within 10-15 days
shows urgency. By promising to consult with the federation and all
stakeholders, the government has a golden opportunity to draft a law
that is modemn, transparent, and, most importantly, just. A new,
improved act can become a tool for sustainable development, job cre-

_ ation, ensuring that the land's riches finally enrich its people.

-3

Resolution to elevate Mand and Tump tehsil to a district is a long-
overdue recognition of its people's needs. With a population of over
1.4 million, the areas of Tump and Mand are more than populous
enough to deserve the focused attention of a district administration.
Currently, as tehsils and parts of a larger district, which often means
their unique challenges from infrastructure and healthcare to education
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and security are diluted and addressed from a distance. Granting dis-
trict status will bring governance closer to the people. It means local
officials will be based in the area, understanding its specific issues
firsthand. It should lead to faster decision-making, better allocation of
funds, and improved public services. For the residents of Mand and
Tump, this is a matter of dignity and practical improvement in their
daily lives. It is an acknowledgment that their community matters and
deserves the full machinery of the state to work for them. Overall, the
session of the Balochistan Assembly reflects a mix of progress and
promise. The review of the Mines and Minerals Act and the demand

~ for a new district both underline the province's struggle for faimess,

|

representation, and better governance. Yet, resolutions alone will not
bring change. What matters is implementation transparent, inclusive,
and timely.

The people of Balochistan have waited too long for promises to turn
into reality. It is now up to the provincial leadership to ensure that
these resolutions translate into genuine progress for the province
These actions by the Balochistan Assembly are commendable. They
demonstrate that when our elected representatives focus on public wel-
fare over political point-scoring, real progress is possible. The true
test, however, lies in the implementation. The people of Balochistan
will be watching closely, hoping:that these resolutions quickly trans-
late into a better mining law and more effective public service delivery
in Mand and Tump. For now, the assembly deserves praise for taking
these vital first steps.

-_—_
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