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@ balochistantimes.pk @ @balochistantimes.pk () BTimes_pk

Regd No.B.C.6  VOL XLV No. 1229 QUETTA Thursday September 25, 2025 / Rabius-Sani 01, 1417_v¥_§f_

A

QUETTA: Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugtl exchanging views with Afghanistan Acting Consul General Maulvi Muhammad Habib

sda
. Nasir on Wednesday. mutual brotherhood,” Sarfraz Bugu said. “We consider
Afghan women as our mothers and sisters, and with this spirit,
CM reamrms we have strictly instructed our administration to casure 0o |
individual faces hardship during repatriation.”
=y 9 He also noted that the provincial government is in regular
Commltment to contact with the United Nations High Commissioner for

dignified repatriation

of Afghan refugees

Staff Report

QUETTA: Chief Muusl:t Baloclusnn Mu- Sul’anz Bugti

met with Afghanistan's Acting Consul General, Maulvi -

Muhammad Habib Nasir, to discuss the ongoing repatriation
of Afghan refugees from the province. The meeting focused
on casuring a bumaae, respectful, and well-coordinated
return process. ,‘
Chief Minister Bugti said that the provincial governmeant is
actively implementing the national policy on the departure of
foreign refugees. ‘
He assured the Consul General that all possible assistance is |
being provided to Afghan refugees returning home, with spe- |
cial attcotion to the needs of the elderly, women, and children. |
*“Qur traditions are rooled in respect for humanity and |

Refugees (UNHCR) to ensure the process is carried out with
cmpathy and interoational coordination.

To facilitate cfficicat mansgement, senior official
Muhammad Faridoon has been appointed as the focal person
for the repatxulwn process. His respoasibilities include ensur-
ing the provision of nccessary facilities and resolving any
administrative issucs that may arisc. |

Chief Minister Sarfraz Bugti concluded added that the |
gradual and dignified return of Afghan.refugees serves the
mutual interests of both Pakistan and Afghnisun. strength-
ening ties between the two brotherly nations.

The meeting was also attended by Member of the Provincial
Asumbly Engincer Zamarak Khan Achakzai and civil society
lepmwulm Alauddin Khilji
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Affordable mobility

The government’s decision to launch ini-
tiatives like the People’s Train service in
Balochistan signals a welcome recognition
of the long-neglected public transport sec-
tor. Parliamentary for Transport
Mir Liaquat Ali Lehri, in highlighting the
government’s efforts to ansure safe, afford-
able, and comfortable travel fadilities, has
set an encouraging, tone for a broader con-
versation on the future of urban and inter-
city mobility in Pakistan Transport is not
merely a convenience; it is the backbone of
economic activity, social connectivity, and
urban efficiency. In the present competi-
tive economic scenario, the mobility rang-
ing from daily commuting to the intercity
travel have become costlier and getling out
of reach of a majority population. For dec-
ades, ditizens endured inadequate
systems marked by overcrowding, unsafe
conditions, rising costs, and limited acces-
sibility. The introduction of the People’s
Train is therefore more than symbolic. It
has the potential to ease traffic congestion,
reduce pressure on urban roads, and pro-
vide low-cost alternatives for a public
struggling with inflation and shrinking
household budgets. Both train and bus
transport turning to electronic mode, are
also environment friendly However, opti-
mism must be tempered with caution
Pakistan has seen numerous well-inten-
tioned schemes launched with fanfare
only to fade due to mismanagement, lack

of maintenance, or political discontinuity.
From incomplete bus projects to under-
funded railway expansions, the record s
uneven at best To avoid repeating past
mistakes, authorities must prioritize plan-
ning, long-term financing, and transpar-
ent oversight. The Peoples Train service, if
sustained, could serve as a model for repli-
cable, scalable public transport solutions
across other provinces. immediate
relief to commuters, investment in
transport brings wider benefits. Efficient
systems reduce vehicular emissions and
contribute to cleaner urban air quality, an
increasingly urgent priority given the
health and climate crises the country faces.
They also promote social equity, ensuring
that lower-income groups, women, stu-
dents, and workers have d
to mobility. In turn, this accessibility feeds
into economic productivity, as workers
and businesses waste less time and
resources in traffic congestion. Balochistan,
in particular, presents unique challenges
and opportunities. As Pakistan's largest
province by area, but one with sparse and
underdevel transport infrastructure,
it requires innovative approaches. A func-
tioning People’s Train could improve intra-
ity mobility in Quetta while laying the
groundwork for stronger regional Enlu
Over time, such systems could be inte-
grated into broader trade and connectivity
corridors that are vital for the province’s
long-term development. The government
must also remember that i tructure
alone is not sufficient. Sustained success

[

blic |

dnipends on affordability, safety stand-

ards, and user trust Citizens must feel
confident that the service is dependable,
punctual, and maintained with regular
upgrades. Engagement with stakeholders
— including urhan planners, transport
unions, and commuters — can provide
valuable feedback to refine the initiative.
The People’s Train is a promising step in
the right direction. But for it to be remem-
bered as more than just another short-
lived scheme, it requires consistent follow-
through, adequate resourcing, and a gen-
uine commitment to public welfare.
Transport, after all, is not a luxury but a
necessity — and its provisionis among the
clearest indicators of good governance.
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Rethinking
border trade

The socio-cvonomic  fabric  of
Balochistan, long shaped by its rugged
landscape and strategic location, is under
severe straip. A major factor behind this
crisis 1s the dosure of informal border
trade with neighbouring Iran  and
Afghanistan—a practice that, for genera-
tions, sustained communities as their pri-
mary source of livelihood. Though the
government’s move may stem from con-
cemns over regulation and security, its
unintended consequences have been pro-
found. The a\xk‘n}mm has triggered a
sharp rise in unem
mined houschold incomes, and pushed
already vulnerable lations to the
brink of destitution, ¢ftiling both resil-
ience and stability the province’s
border districts. For residents of
Balochistan’s border districts, informal
trade is not a matter of convenience but a
necessity for survival. In a region with
limited industrial and agricultural oppor-
tunities, the exchange of goods across
porous borders provides a direct source
of income, enabling families to put food
on the table and educate their children
Th::ﬁl\ unofficial, this system has sus-
tained livelihoods and fostered a sense of
self-reliance. The recent crackdown has
severed this vital economic artery, leav-
ing thousands without a means of liveli-

t, under- al

hood. The pleas from both nn\\-?um and
treasu rvnrhm in the Balochistan
Assembly highlight the gravity of the cri-
sis, underscoring a rare bipartisan consen-
sus on the need for urgent action. The
solution does not lie in halting trade alto-

_svlhﬁ but in a paradigm shift toward for-

malization and regulation. Rather than
closing the borders outright, the govern-
ment should heed the assembly’s call to
establish a fair taxation system. By intro-
ducing a streamlined and transparent
framework, informal trade can be trans-
formed into a legitimate and taxable eco-
nomic achvity. :Fhis approach would not
only redtce unemployment and allow
people 1 carn a dignified livelihood but
also generte pew revenue for the provin-
ial goverpinent—resources that could be
reinvested in border infrastructure and

social services. Such a policy would be a .

win-win: empowering local communitics,
bringing order to the border economy, and
strengthening the province’s fiscal health.
It is imperative that the government act
swiftly to reopen Balochistan's borders
and work with communities to estab-
lish a fair taxation system. Blanket clo-
sures have only deepened unemployment
and despair, severing a vital source of live-
lihood. Thoughtful regulation offers a bet-
ter path: transforming informal trade into
legitimate, taxable activity that empowers
people and strengthens provincial reve-
nues. For Balochistan's residents, the bor-
deris not merely a geographical divide—it
is a lifeline that must be restored.
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