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Kiovt opposition reach agreement on Mines And Minerals Act/

;:‘gj - Balochistan enters new era of investment with' major shrimp farm project: Bugti - |

' StaffReport
'QUETTA: Balxhistan  Chiefl
{ Mimister Mur Sarfaraz Bugti has
[aancuaced 3 wamsformative
Jmvestmest initative with the
"agnch of 3 R S billion shrimp
farming project i Damb, Hud.
! The agrecment, a public-pri-
{yare partnership, is st (o revola.
bemze the provinee's fishenics
| sector, enhance export capacity,
‘and  generate  thousands  of
$¢qium oppartunities for the
The anovuncement came
Juring a signing ceremony beld at
‘the Chief Munisterys Secretariat,
where a2 Manorandum  of
Fhknmlhu; (Mol?) was inked
between the Balochistan Board of

{fﬁm the  Fishenes

Deputmeat. and a consortium
comprising House of Kasib,
Dbabeji Aqua Food, and Alkaram
Textile Grovp.

Chief Minister Dugti cmpha- {3
sized Balochistan's vast pawural &

T and strat ,. invest-
ment potential. “Balochistan is a
peaceful, sccure, and investor
frendly province,” he added,
reallinming  his  goveroment's
commitment to ﬂciliming both
domestic and international inves.
lotLHe..htghh;hled fisheries,
agneulture, and mining as'key
sextors nps for development, not-
ing that the government is

nll\'elyeolhbamu\ml\de\tl Khan Kokar, Vice Chairrman of the project (o frmuon. He
opment partnens o accelerate the  Balochistan  Doard  of described the shrimp farm ipitia-
lavestment aod Trade, and his ftive as*a new hope for the people
Sarfraz Bugh praised Dilal  team for their eﬂ'otbmbnnmn; of Balochistan,” and a pivotal

economic growth.

< mﬂmmrymolhcplww

step toward realizing the prw-
ince's long-held aspirations.
“This project will not only

cial cconorny but also position
Balochistan a3 a vital contributor |
to Pakistan's export landscape.”
Bugu said. He concluded by call-
ing the nmm a comnerstone of
future prospenity for generati

to come. The ceremony was
attended by provincial ministers,
the Padiamentary Sccretary for |
l-'nbena and otber senior offi-

between the provincial pva'n-
ment and the opposition
ing the Mines and Minerals

have been successiul.
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Pasni fish harbour

The dream of making Pasni fish har-
bour [unctional yet to be materialised.
Successive governments did not take
serious steps for making this harbour
functional with whom the livelihood
of thousands of families is linked. Like
the other port towns in Gwadar dis-
trict, Pasni is a small town inhabited
by fishermen for centuries, It has been
the centre of commercial activities in
the region. Sadly the infrastructure
built by the British has not been
updated to empower the locals, push-
ing it to the throes of economic back-
wardness even though there is no
dearth of oceanic resources.

The population of the port town is
over 60,000 and its economy is in limbo
as the harbour is reported to have been
closed since 2003 for want of opera-
tional facilities. Locals have persis-
tently been demanding opening of the
fish harbour. In 2002, before the fish
harbour was closed down, the
Balochistan Coastal Development
Authorily (BCDA) was reported (o
have planned to build four new fish
harbours along the provincial coast at
a cost of Rs240 million, including
Pasni.

Ironically, instead of helping the
fishermen community, it raised expec-
tations before it closed down in 2003.
Reportedly, there are approximately

13,000 fishermen in the area and some
4,00" boats.

The annual catch estimate is 27,600
tonnes. Due to the closure of the har-
bour, most of the fishermen have to go
to Gwadar port lown to dock their
boats after fishing, which is 132- km
away. Although it'is not cost-effective,
fishermen have no other options.
Former chiel minister Balochistan Jam
Kamal Khan had proposed reconstruc-
tion of Pasni Fish Harbour with all
modern facilities at some other place
in the area as the current harbour can-
not be made functional.

The local people and fishermen des-

rately wait };r making Pasni fish
mrbour functional as fishinﬁ is the
only source in Pasni with which the
majority of people are associated and
since it has become dysfunctional pov-
erty and disillusionment have pre-
vailed in the area. It is high time the
government and its concerned authori-
Lies get serious about rehabilitating the
Pasni fish harbour at the earliest.

The people of Pasni can’t afford more
delay in rehabilitating Pasni fish har-
bour therefore the incumbent govern-
ment of Mir Sarfiraz Bugti came up
with pragmatic steps and personally
monitored the rehabilitating process
of the harbour.

It is hoped that incumbent chief sec-
retary Balochistan will soon visit the
harbor and take all steps for making it
functional at the earliest.

e — ———————— -
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