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Staff Report

QUETTA: Balochistan  Chicl
Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti under-
scored the urgent need for the prov-
ince to strengthen ils own revenue
streams and reduce dependence on
federal unding.

He descnbed the deaisive step
toward financial independence as
essential for achieving lrue eco-
nomic autonomy and ushering in a
new era of development and pros-
perity.

Addressing a mecting of the
Balochistan Revenue  Authonty
(BRA) Advisory Council on
Wednesday, Chicf Minister Sar(raz
Bugti emphasized that institutions
like the BRA were established to
expand provincial resources, W iden
the tax base, and build a sustaina-
ble economy.

He called for a transparent and
simplified tax system for services,
citing key sectors such as sales tax
on services, contracl Services,
franchise feces, telecommunica-
tions, insurance, construction, edu-

cation, and healthcare.

The government plans to deploy
advanced technologies that will
make the system more ¢fficient,
reliable, and user-friendly to mod-
crnize the tax infrastructure.

Sarfraz Bugli reiterated that
curbing tax cvasion and boosting
provincial revenue are lop priori-
ties. He outlined a comprebensive
and integrated strategy aimed at
achicving these goals, stressing
that Balochistan’s progress hinges
on its ability to generate internal
income rather than relying heavily
on federal allocations,

Durning the meeting, a detailed
report covening provincial revenue
trends from 2016 10 2025 was pre-
sented. The council resolved to
expand the scope of service taxes
and incorporate additional sectors
into the tax framework. It also
approved specialized training pro-
grams to enhance the capacity of
BRA personnel

The Chicl Minister announced
that the DRA's targets and achieve-
ments will be reviewed regularly,

The Advisory Council will con-
vene ot fixed intervals to monitor
progress and guide future strate-
gics.

The meeling was attended by
officials  including  Provincial
Finance Minister  Mir  Shoaib
Nosherwani, Chiel  Secretary
Shakeel Qadir Khan, Principal
Secrelary Babar Khan, Sccretary
Finance Imran Zarkoon, BRA
Chairman  Abdullah Khan, and
other members of the Advisory
Council

Morcover, Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Dugti on Wednesday said
that the pasitive role of all polincal
parties is significant for the devel-
opment, peace and stability of the
provinee and public prospenity,

He expressed these views while
talking 1o delegation of . The
Pashtunkhwa  National  Awami
Party (PNAP) led by PNAD
Provincial President and former
member of the provincial assembly
(MPA) Nasrullah  Khan  Zeray
called on him here.

The meeting discussed in detail

Sa—

Bugti directs measures to
boost revenue base

Says political parties’ positive role vital to development

R e o

the ovenall political situation of the
province, matters of mutual inter-
est and matters related to public
welfare.

Chicl Minister Balochistan Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti said that the posi-
tive role of all political partics is an
importance for the development,
peace and stability of the province
and public prospenity.

He said that through mwutual con. !
sultaon and cooperation, provin.
cial 1ssues could be resolved in o
better and lasting tanuer.

The Pashtunkhwa  Natonal
Awami Pany (PNAP) delegation
appreciated the efMorts of the Chicf
Minister of Balochistan for the
development of the provinee and
assured all possible cooperation.

The delegation also presented
various suggestions for the better-
ment of the province, which the
Chief Minister assured to consider
I positive mannet

The delegation included Syec
Qadir Agha Advocate, Khusha
Khan Kasi, Inayatullah Achakza
and other leaders
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Financial
irregularities

Balochistan continues to languish as
the most impoverished region of

Pakistan. The paradox is stark and
often attributed to a lack of develop-
ment and neglect from the center.
However, a recent revelation by the
Public Accounts Committee (PAC) of
the Balochistan Assembly exposes a
more insidious and immediate cause
for the province’s fiscal woes: a sys-
temic and brazen disregard for finan-
cial discipline by its own officials.

The PAC’s review of recent audit
reports paints a grim picture of wide-
spread [inancial irregularities. It’s not
just a few million rupees here and
there; we are talking about billions of
rupees that have been improperl
handled, diverted, or simply left
uncollected. Rs740.6 million in savings
were never surrendered to the treas-
ury from the 2016-17 non-development
funds.

This is money that should have been
returned to the public exchequer to be
reallocated for other pressing needs.
More egregiously, between 2020 and
2022, deputy commissioners, the very
custodians of public trust at the dis-
trict level—kept over Rs19.14 billion in
private bank accounts.

This is a staggering sum, money
that belongs to the people of
Balochistan, sitling in private accounts
instead of being used for health, edu-
cation, or infrastructure projects. This
practice is not merely a “lapse”; it is a
gross violation of financial rules and a
betrayal of the public’s trust.

Auditors were denied access to
expenditure records worth Rs33.74
million, a clear sign of an attempl to
conceal misuse of funds. The govern-
ment’s failure to collect over Rs1.1 bil-
lion in taxes, including Usher and
agricultural income tax, further
starves the exchequer of critical reve-
nue. This negligence is particularly
painful in a province where every
rupee counls.

The PAC has rightly called for all
withheld funds to be deposited into
the treasury and for strict action
against negligent officers. However,
the true test will be in the implemen-
tation of these directives. The fact that
depuly commissioners have failed to
comply with PAC directives issued as
far back as 2020 underscores the insti- |
tutional resistance to change and
accountability. ;

The financial irregularities in
Balochistan are not a minor adminis- |
trative glitch; they are a major impedi- |
ment to the province’s development. |
How can a province with a perenni-
ally empty treasury hope to lift its |
people out of poverty? The very offi- |
cials entrusted with managing the
province’s finances are actively con- |
tributing to its financial distress.

The money that could have built
schools, hospitals, or roads is either
siltinf idle in private accounts or has
been lost to a convoluted web of finan-
cial malpractices.
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Last Paper Cut, First Digital Click

Balochistan has made history by inaugurating the country's first
financial e-filing system. Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti, while
launching the initiative, avowed that the era of paper files is now over.
Within a year, all government systems of Balochistan will be shifted to
c-filing. No work will be done on paper, and all departments will be
required to adopt the digital system. It is, in fact, a landmark moment
for governance in Balochistan and a message to the entire country:
transparency, efficiency, and innovation are no longer dreams; they are
possible with political will and technology. For decades, country's
bureaucracy has been dishonorable for its dependency on paperwork.
Files have moved slowly across offices, often delayed intentionally or
misplaced deliberately. Citizens have had to make endless visits, wait
in long queues, and deal with officials who could use red tape to their
advantage. Paper-based systems also left more room for human error
and bias, making governance inefficient and often corrupt. E-filing
promises to end this culture. With a single online portal, citizens will
be able to submit applications, tax returns, or other documents in just a
few clicks. There will be no need to chase files through government
corridors. There will be no excuses of files being "lost." And most
importantly, the digital record will ensure accountability. Every action
will leave a trace.

Balochistan is Pakistan's largest province by area but also one of the
least connected in terms of physical infrastructure. For many citizens,
government offices are far away, requiring long and costly travel. A
simple form submission could take days. In such a context, e-filing is
not just an administrative upgrade; it is a lifeline. By moving services
online, the government will save people time, money, and frustration.
Citizens in remote districts will be able to access the same services as
those in Quetta. This will not only improve governance but also
strengthen trust between the people and the state. Critics may argue
that bringing all departments online in one year is too ambitious. But
as the Chief Minister rightly said, this is not rocket science. Pakistan
already has examples of e-systems at the federal and provincial levels.
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