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Securing water

Balochistan is blessed with plenty for
natural resources and minerals but when
it comes to talk about its water reservoirs
it stands water stressed region. Average
annual precipitation in Balochistan var-
ies from 2 to 20 inches (50 to 500 mm). Its
east-northern parts receive some rains
from monsoon (300mm+ per year) where
the rest of the province is either arid or
hyper arid (50mmt+ per year). Apart from
Indus River that is feeding 2 to 3 districts
(3 Million Acre Feet), the rest of the prov-
ince is exploiting ground water (2.2
Million Acre Feet) at an alarming rate
with some traditional techniques of
Sailaba harvesting, Surprisingly, the

quantity of water (10 Million Acre Feet) 4

that is generated as flood water runs off
unharnessed. Due to water shortage, the
situation has come o a level where some
of major cities like Quetta and other

| towns of the province are faced with
" threats of migration due to unavailabil-
"ty of drinking water. While the main-

stay of Balochistan’s economy is agricul-
ture and livestock, and other allied activ-
ities which cater for more than 0% of
livelihood and employment in the prov-
ince. :

Climate change is also making the sit-

- uation more wobbly. Weather patterns

Dated‘: B SEP_ZOZS

around the globe, causing droughts and
water shortages in some parts of the
world but floods in the other areas. It is
really unfortunate that every year 10
MAF of flood water go waste and
untapped, and the main reason behind
this is lack of dams in the province.
Regrettably, the successive governments
in the past neglected Balochistan with
regard to constructing dams and still
there dams upon which the construction
work is to be initiated. No doubt, the fed-
eral and provincial governments agree
construction of dams in Balochistan is
inevitable to address, however, the pace
of taking action in this regard is misera-
bly slow. The Kaisar dam of Nushki dis-
trict, which was started several years
ago, is a clear instance of government’s
thy. The dam is not going to be com-
pleted under pretext of lack of funds
while every year the flood inflicts dam-
agies to the constructed work and its cost
is increasing.  However, it is hoped that
the provincial government will take
pragmatic steps to complete work on
under-constructed dams besides start-
ing, more dams to address water woes of
the province. Moreover, the government
will also pursue federal government in
timely completion of dam projects in the
province and the incumbent federal gov-
ernment unlike past governments will
bring tangible changes in the province.
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