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Path to Inclusion

The statement by Balochistan Chief Minister Sarfraz Bugti that ter-
rorists are receiving 'state patronage' in Afghanistan is a serious and
familiar accusation. It echoes a long-standing official narrative from
Islamabad, one that Kabul consistently denies. CM Bugti's press con-
ference inadvertently highlights a more complex and troubling reality:
that a sustainable solution for Balochistan requires looking beyond
external blame and confronting the deep-seated internal challenges that
fuel the cycle of violence. There is no doubt that the security situation
in Balochistan is dire. Groups like the banned Balochistan Liberation
Army (BLA) have intensified their attacks, adopting more aggressive
tactics that directly target security forces and aim for higher casualties.
The recent intelligence-based operation in Chagai, which CM Bugti
detailed, underscores the persistent threat. The claim that a profes-
sional lawyer was among those killed points to the deeply embedded
nature of the militancy. When individuals from educated backgrounds
take up arms, it signals a profound disconnect that mere force cannot
resolve.

Repeated emphasis on external actors pointing fingers at Afghan soil
and alleging funding by India's RAW risks becoming a strategic diver-
sion. It is a narrative that, while possibly containing elements of truth,
often overshadows the urgent need for internal reckoning. Accusation
made against a foreign intelligence agency, the people of Balochistan
see a province that continues to face severe neglect in development,
resource allocation, and basic human rights. International organiza-
tions like Amnesty International have repeatedly raised alarms about
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Worsening
water crisis

The alarm bells are ringing louder than
ever in Quelta, the provincial capital of
Balochistan, as the specter of a worsening
water crisis looms large. Commissioner of
Quetta Division, Shahzeb Khan Kakar,
has rightly highlighted the critical nature
of the water shorlubo emphasizing that
the situation is deteriorating daily and
necessitates  immediate, collaborative
action from both the government and the
populace. His candid acknowledgment,
while part of ongoing governmental
efforts and pipeline plans, underscores a
painful reality: the city is running dry
The historical m’blml of this vital issue is,
regrettably, a major contributing factor.
Successive governments have failed to
take sufficiently serious, long-term steps
to address the looming crisis. The conse-
quence of this oversight is a dire situation
where a significant portion of the popula-
tion is now dependent on expensive water
tankers, forced to pay heavy amounts for a
basic necessity that should be the govern-
ment’s priority to provide. This market-
based dependency on water tankers not
only drains the resources of ordinary citi-
zens but also highlights a systemic failure
to ensure equitable access to water. No
serious civic issue, particularly one of this
magnitude, can be resolved without the
active participation and undorxlumhn)' of

the masses. The public must be educated
on responsible water consumption and
the necessily of conservation. However,
placing the onus solely on the public is an
oversimplification. The government must
first demonstrate serious, decisive leader-
ship. The stated intent to improve cleanli-
ness and provide facilities through public-
private partnerships and modern technol-
ogy isa welcome direction. Waler resource
nmnugenwnt particularly in an arid
region like Quetta, demands the adoption
of cutting-edge techniques for water har-
vesting, recycling, and efficient distribu-
tion. The focus must be on augmenting
supply through sustainable methods such
as building small dams, recharging
groundwater, and preventing leakage
while <:1multaneously ensuring the exist-
ing infrastructure is optimized and free
from corruption.

The issue of water in Quetta is not just
an environmental challenge; it is a funda-
mental governance and human rights
issue. The provincial government must
elevate the water crisis to a top-tier prior-
ity. ‘Plans in the pipeline’ must be fast-
tracked, translated into concrete, time-
bound projects, and executed with trans-
parenc he focus must shift from tempo-
fnxes to sustainable, large-scale
mfrastrucluml solutions. The government
must act now, decisively and earnestly,
utilizing all available resources and tech-
nology , to collectively pull the provincial
capital back from the brink of an environ-
mental and humanitarian disaster.
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