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QUETTA: Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Khan Bugti expressing his views during a cabinet meeting, on Friday.

Balochistan cabinet
okays landmark moves
on transgender rights,
bans hate speech

| Stafr Report

QUETTA: The Balochistan government has approved poli-
cies regarding the province’s first transgender strategy, the
establishment of an endowment fund for minorities and a ban
on hateful content.

A press release from the Chief Minister’s Secretariat on
Friday said that presiding over the 19th cabinet méeting, CM
Sarfraz Bugti described the decisions as a guarantee for the
province's public interest and sustainable development, reaf-
firming his administratiop’s commitment to practical reforms
that uplifted minorities, women and the transgender commu-
nity.

icated fund 1o enhance facilities and ensure equal opportuni-
ties for minority communities, approved a province-wide ban
on the publication of hate speech to foster societal harmony
and curb divisive rhetoric and endorsed Balochistan's inaugu-
ral policy for transgender individuals, aimed at securing their
rights and promoting social and economic inclusion.
Addressing the meeting, CM Bugti said the cabinet's deci-

sions were a “guarantee of public interest and sustainable

development™ in the province.
“Our government believes in moving forward with all seg-
| ments of society and is taking practical steps fo protect the

| rights of marginalised groups, including minorities, women,

It added that the cabinet approved the formulation of a ded-

ansgender people,” he said.
an‘;-l:addid that :njl;r projects in health, education, and infra-
structure were being initiated to provide better facilities and
deliver improved services to the public and lasting progress.
CM Bugti said that the cabinet’s decisions served as a
“practical demonstration of transparency and good govern-

" ance, reflecting a positive and sustainable journey™ towards

the province’s progress and prosperity.

The Balochistan Assembly in July had adopted an impor-
tant bill about providing protection to women at their work-
place from harassment, with members terming it a significant
step towards ensuring 8 safe and inclusive environment for
working women in the province.

The bill was moved in the House by Dr Rubaba Khan
Buledi, adviser to the chief minister on women development.

The provincial cabinet also approved a comprehensive plan
to modernise air travel infrastructure, designated Sakran and
Karbala as new tehsils to bring essential services closer to
underserved populations, approved the construction of a state-
of-the-art healthcare facility to improve medical access in the
region and endorsed the reinstatement of historic district
names Khaliqabad and Shaheed Sikandarabad, in line with a
‘Supreme Court ruling.

The government emphasised that new regulations should be
adopted to ensure safe and effective disposal of medical waste
across healthcare institutions.

Development charges were waived for World Food
Programme shipments destined for A fghanistan.

The cabinet backed the bill \introduced by PPP. MNAs
Shazia Marri and Qadir Patel, supporting legal reforms at the
provincial level, and also ratified the Conbtitutional
Amendment Bill 2024 presented by MNA Riaz Fatyana.

The meeting further endorsed the integration of Institutes
under the Balochistan Technical Education and Vocational
Training Authority (B-TEVTA), streamlining technical edu-

cation across the province.

CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

W V7 REEGGUETIR Ll

CLIPPING SERVICE

DIRECTORATE il L e U
GENERAL OF PUBLIC ao le o il | e
. RELATIONS BALOCHSITAN =%/ o Uuwzr ol o0 95
| / \1 Quetta Saturday ss«-[)_tg((\pf?[j_ir,?f’é ’
Bullet No. / \B_rl/ Dated: »__N-“)’__L?J(ie_rL/-;//

" Bakhsh Parkani. The mecting was attended by all

Balochistan govt
launches Green
Bus Service in
Turbat

Staff Report

QUETTA: On the special instructions of
Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti, a
meeting was held in Turbat under the chairman-
ship of Commissioner Makran Division Qadir

stakeholders and concemed officers in which it
was decided to launch the “Green Bus Service” in
view of providing modern travel facilities to the
people of the city. It was informed in the meeting
that the provincial government has allocated 4
new buses for the citizens of Turbat, which will be
operated on various important routes. The aim of
this initiative is to provide comfortable, safe and
dignified travel facilities to the people so that the
citizens can get an effstive solution to the prob-
lems faced by them in their daily travel.
Commissioner Makran Qadir Bakhsh Parkani
said that the launch of the Green Bus Service will
pot only be a revolutionary facility for the citizens
but will also create new employment opportuni-
ties at the local Jevel, which will be helpful in
strengthening the economy of the region. He said
that the main objective of the Balochistan govern-
ment is to provide a modern, convenient and qual-
ity travel environment to the people. All the rele-
vant stakeholders participating in the meeting L
described the Green Bus project as a historic mile- |
stone for the socio-economic development and

urban convenience of the region.

Emergency measures
underway as floods
damage Lasbela canal

Staff Report

QUETTA: On the instructions of Chief Minister Babcbisu_n
Mir Sarfaraz Bugti and the request of Provincial Minister Mir
Ali Hassan Zehri, Director General Disaster

Authority Balochistan Jehanzeb K han Kakar reached Hub dis-
trict on an emergency visit. DG DMA visited the flood-
affected Lasbela Canal along with administrative officers. Ina
briefing given by the Irrigation Department, DG PDMA was
told that Lasbela Canal is the main source of water supply 1o
the urban and industrial areas of Hub district. Lasbela Canal
has been affected at seventeen points due to the recent torren-
tial rains. DG PDMA inspected the affected section of the
canal and directed the irrigation authorities to complete the
rehabilitation work of Lasbela Canal on a war footing within
three days. No negligence will be tolerated in this regard. DG
PDMA later chaired a meeting on flood emergency at the
Deputy Commissioner’s Office. Administrative officials
informed in the briefing that due to the recent rains, the water
level of Hub Dam has been affected. The water level has
reached 338 feet. There is one foot of space left for the water to
be. discharged from the spillway. In view of the emergency
situation, evacuation of the populations adjacent to the Hub
River is being started. Tent settlements are being set up on 2
war footing for the evacuces. Relief items, tents, and food
items for the homeless affected by the Lasbela Canal will
reach Hub by tomorrow. The DG PDMA said that the recent
torrential rains are a natural disaster and the administration
has been alerted to deal with any emergency flood situation.
He said that the provincial health minister has also been con-
tacted. The consignment of mobile health units, medicines,
and medicines to prevent dengue and malaria will soon

Hub district
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: already on the rise. This menace is par-
GrOWIHg trend ﬁcular{i! dangerot;’Js for the provirfc,ae’rs
unemployed youth, who are more sus-
Of p Op p y Crop ceplibrl,e tz fall}ilng prey to addiction in the
; X w . absence of viable economic alternatives.
Baloch1sta{1 Chief Mlmster. Mir A drug crisis would exacerbate existing
Se_lrfraz Bugti on Wedne§day reaffirmed social problems, place an unbearable
his government’s commitment to eradi- gtrain on the healthcare system, and fur-
cating poppy cultivation from the prov- thor destabilize an already volatile
ince, warning that strict measures will region. It would fuel criminal networks
be taken against anyone found involved ,nd create a vicious cycle of poverty and
in th_e practice. . Addressing the despair. Addressing this issue requires
Balochistan Assembly, Bugti said that more than just. reactive measures.
with the support of the federal govern- whjle poppy crop eradication is essen-
‘ment, poppy crops had already been \a], it must be part of a broader, more
eliminated from more than 36,000 hec- gystainable strategy. The government
tares of land. He vowed the campaign and concerned authorities must work on
would continue until the province was multiple fronts. First, border security
co_mpletely free of the illicit crop. Sadly, needs to be significantly enhanced to
with Afghanistan’s ban on opium culti- prevent the flow of traffickers and their
vation, poppy growers and drug traf- jllicit trade. Second, there must be a con-
fickers are seeking new, more permis- certed effort to provide farmers with
sive ground. Balochistan, with its long genuine and profitable alternative crops
and porous border, is a vulnerable and and livelihoods, ensuring they are not.
logical target for this insidious migra- forced to turn to poppy cultivation out of
tion. The  unchecked spread desperation. Finally, and most critically,
of poppy crops is not merely an agricul- comprehensive awareness campaigns
tural issue; it is a direct assault on the and rehabilitation ‘programs must be
province’s future, threatening to “poison  Jaunched to protect and support the
our youth” and dismantle communities vouth, .offering them hope and a path
already grappling with backwardness a'vay from addiction. The ris-
and a lack of opportunities. The conse- ing poppy cultivation is a clear and pre-
quences of inaction are dire and multi- sent danger, and it is imperative that all
faceted. The influx of cheap, locally- stakeholders from federal and provincial
sourced drugs will inevitably lead to a governments to law enforcement and
surge in addiction. Reportedly, the num- civil society unite to confront this threat
ber of drug addicts in Balochistan is before it is too late.
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