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-to the economic stability

agriculture

The arid landscapes of Balochistan
belie a crudial reality, its economy, and

. the livelihoods of nearly 70 percent of its
-‘population, is inextricably linked to agri-

culture and livestock sectors. This para-
dox a water-stressed province that relies
on a water-intensive sector has reached a
tipping point. Decades of conventional
farming practices, compounded by a lack
of forward-thinking policies, have left
this vital sector vulnerable and on the
brink of collapse. In most of the parts of
Balochistan, the ground water which is
the main source for drinking and irriga-
tion purposes has dropped to an- alarm-
ing level, which would bring disastrous
impacts if preemptive steps not taken in
this regard. The ongoing degradation of
agricultural land and the depletion of
scarce water resources are not just envi-
ronmental issues; they are a direct threat
of the entire
province. Sadly, the ratio of poverty line
is much higher in Balochistan as com-
pared to other province of the country,
where more than 50 percent of masses
are living a life below poverty line.

This looming crisis demands more than
just recognition; it requires decisive action
from the government and concerned
authorities. The reliance on traditional,
water-guzzling crops and outdated irriga-

Dated: 1.2 SEP. 2025

e e -

tion methods is no longer a viable option
in the face of persistent drought and cli-
mate change. It is essential that a compre-
hensive strategy be devised to guide
Balochistan’s farmers toward a more sus-
tainable future. This plan must focus on
two key pillars: the adoption of modern,
water-efficient technology and the cultiva-
tion of crops that are resilient to low-water
conditions. The govemments role is not
merely to advise but to actively assist. This
transition from conventional to modern
farming cannot be shouldered by farmers
alone. require tangible support in
the form of subsidized drip irrigation sys-
tems, access to drought-resistant seeds,
and expert guidance on soil and water
management, Educational programs and
demonstration farms could prove invalu-
able in showing farmers the long-te_rm
benefits of this transformation, convinc-
ing them that less water can, in fact, yield

ater and more sustainable returns. By
ostering a climate-resilient agricultural
sector, the government can protect the
livelihoods of millions and secure the
province’s economic future. The time for
hesitation is over. The complete collapse of
Balochistan’s agriculture would send rip-
ples of hardship across the region, creat-
ing a humanitarian and economic crisis.
By investing now in smart, sustainable,
and forward-looking agricultural policies,
the government has the opportunity to
saf : this key sector, (t)fansforrmtr): a

" vulnerability into a model of resilience for

other arid regions.
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