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Regd No. B.C.6

QUE'ITA Chlet Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugtl presiding over an important meeling regarding preparalion of NFC Award on Monday.

|

- NFC Award to help
promote harmony
. among federation, |
.~ provinces: Bugti

QUET'I'A: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti on
Monday said that the National Finance Commission (NFC)
Award is an important opporiunily to promote harmony

| between the strong federation and the provinces.

He said this while presiding over an important meeting at
the Chief Minister’s Secretariat, Quetta regarding the prepara-
tion of the NFC Award.

The mecting was attended by Provincial Finance Minister |

Mir Shoaib Noshirwani gave a detailed bricfing on the cco- |

nomic situation and financial needs of the province and high- |
lighted various aspects of the upcoming National Finance

Commlmon Award.

It was decided in the ing that the op of all politi-
cal parties and experts will be included on the NFC Award.

On this occasion, Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti clari- |
fied that by cxpanding the scope of consullation, opinions
would also be taken from partics not having representation in |
the parliament so that the province’s position is comprehensive
and unanimous. |

He said that the wueniom of economic and financial |
experts and experts from various ficlds would olso beincluded
so that the public of Balochistan interests could be In.hll;lmd
in a comprehensive manner.

The CMalso exp dhis d ination that the exy

tions and hopes of thé people of Dalochisten should be

included in the 11th National Finance C ission Award so
that the backwardness of the province could be ¢climinated and
development and prosperity (o be ensured. =Ty

He said that fair distribution of re and P y
are the guarantors of the develop of the provinces and a |
strong federation, .

“The aim of the consultation is to bring forward a unified
and strong position of Balochistan so that the public interests
of the province can be protected at all levels®, he soid. !
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Balochistan’s crises

Balochistan 1s facing numerous cnises.
Endowed withimmense natural resources,
from vast mineral deposits lo strategic
coastal lines, it remains the most underde-
veloped region in the country. This is astark
disparity. While the government has
announced numerous development pack-
ages and mega-projects, the reality on the
ground shows that a fundamental shift in
approach is needed o address the root
causes of the province’s challenges. The core
of the problem lics in a pervasive sense of
exclusion. For generations, the people of*
Balochistan have felt that they donothave a
fair share in the wealth extracted from their
land. The distribution of gas ties, Lhe
allocation of development funds, and the
benefits from large-scale projects like the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)
have often been perceived as dispropor-
tionately favoring other parts of the country.
This economic disparity is not just about
money; it is a source of profound resent-
ment and a feeling of being treated as a
resourcerich periphery rather than an
cqual federating unit. The lack of invest-
ment in human capital education, health-
care, and infrastructure has left a large seg-
ment of the population without the skills
needed to participate ina modern economy,
perpetuating a cycle of poverty and disen-
franchisemet  Beyond the  economic
sphere, the political situation is equally
complex. The region has experienced

repeated cydes of military operations in
response (o armed insurgency, which has
only deepened the chasm of distrust
between the slate and its citizens. Reports
from human rights organizations highlight
serious concerns, including a widespread
issue of enforced disappearances and a lock
of accountability for security forces. This
heavy-handed security approach often
blurs the line between legitimate dissent
and armed rebellion, alienating moderate
voices and further radicalizing the youth.
Without a transparent, democrutic, and
inclusive political process, it is impgssible to
build the trust necessary for a lasting, peace.
To move forward, the must
abandon a security-first approach and
adopt a strategy centered on political dia-
logue and human-centric development
This means engaging with all legitimate
stakeholders, including nationalist leaders
and civil sodety, in meaningful negotia-
tions. It requires a rencwed commitment to
fiscal justice, ensuring that Balochistan
receives its fair and equitable share of reve-
nuefromits natural resources. Furthermore,
any development initiatives must be
planned and executed with the active par-
ticipation of local communilies, mmring\
that they are the primary beneficiaries of
progress. Education n‘::l vocational train-
i must be a iority to
cmpowetmg r’“.)gx.al}l;'emyoulhnnf.i rxoﬂl’em \Yvilh
real opportunitics. Balochislans future
depends on a fundamental change in per-
spective. Itis not merely a stralegic assel or @
security problem to be managed.
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Quetta's Traffic Miracle

For anyone who has navigated the choked arteries of Quetta, the
experience is often a test of patience. The city's main thoroughfares,
particularly the stretch from one hand from Jinnah Road and also
from Mannan Chowk to Prince Road, have long been synonymous
with chaos a snarled mess of illegally parked vehicles, vendors
spilling onto the pavement, and a general disregard for traffic rules.
For years, the daily commute has been a battle against congestion, a
frustrating ritual that has become part and parcel of city life. But
something has shifted. A recent, concerted effort by the Government
of Balochistan and the Quetta Administration has brought a remark-
able and much-needed change. The transformation of key routes
specifically from the entry points of Jinnah Road, through Mannan
Chowk to Meezan Chowk, and continuing towards Liaquat Bazar and
Prince Road is nothing short of exemplary. The roads, once grid-
locked and impassable, are now clear. This is not a temporary fix; it is
a visible and well-executed operation. The most striking aspect of this
initiative is the complete absence of illegal car parking. The lines that
once defined the edges of the road, long buried under a haphazard
Jjumble of vehicles, are now visible again. This simple yet profound

- change has had a cascading effect, eliminating the traffic jams that
were once a permanent fixture. A drive from Meezan Chowk to Prince
Road a route that used to require a frustrating crawl can now be com-
pleted smoothly, a testament to the effectiveness of the crackdown on
illegal parking. The success of this operation lies in its consistent and
visible enforcement. Police personnel are strategically stationed at key
points, acting not just as a deterrent but as a constant reminder that

the rules are being upheld. These omnipresent police presence is a
crucial element of the strategy, ensuring that the cleared roads do not
revert to their former state. It signals a serious commitment from the
authorities to maintain order and discipline, and it has clearly paid off.

Beyond the immediate relief for commuters, this initiative has

broader implications for the city. It represents a victory for public
order and a sign that the government is responsive to the daily frustra-
tions of its citizens. A well-managed traffic system improves not only
the flow of vehicles but also the overall quality of life. It makes the
city more accessible for businesses, reduces pollution caused by idling
cars, and, most importantly, allows people to move about their city
with a sense of calm and efficiency. For too long, the default state of
urban traffic in many Pakistani cities has been one of resigned accept-
ance. We have come to expect congestion and have lowered our stan-
dards for what a functional road system should look like. The Quetta
administration's recent efforts challenge this narrative. They prove
that with a clear vision, consistent enforcement, and a genuine desire
to serve the public, it is possible to reclaim public spaces and restore

order. The heart of any city is not just its buildings, its markets, or its
monuments; it is the smooth rhythm of everyday life that flows —
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roads and disciplined flow of vehicles is nothing short of refreshing. It

is therefore imperative to extend sincere gratitude to the Government
of Balochistan and the Quetta City Administration for their recent
eflorts that have made this possible. For years, commuters and pedes-
trians alike have struggled with the chaotic situation on some of the
busicst arteries of Quetta. Roads such as Jinnah Road, Mcezan
Chowk, Liaquat Bazar, Prince Road, and their adjoining routes arc not
only commercial hubs but also lifelines for the people of the city.
These routes have historically been choked with double parking,
pushcarts, encroachment. and at times even complete gridlocks, mak-
ing travel frustraung and time-consuming. This move deserves to be
recognized and celebrated. It 1s an act of good governance that direct-
ly benefits the public. It 1s a model that other cities grappling with
similar issues should study and replicate. While there are always larg-
er challenges to address, the ability to execute a successful, visible,
and beneficial public service initiative like this speaks volumes about

* the capacity and commitment of the administration.

This remarkable change is not a fortunate accident but the direct
result of a decisive initiative by the Government of Balochistan and
the Quetta Administration. Their targeted operation to reclaim public
space from encroachment and enforce traffic laws deserves not just
passing notice, but profound and public appreciation. For too long, the
tyranny of illegal parking had held the city hostage. A handful of

- inconsiderate drivers and shopkeepers, prioritizing personal conven-

- ience over public good, could bring entire sections of the city to a
grinding halt. What makes this current success story truly exemplary
is its method. This is not a fleeting crackdown but appears to be a
structured, sustained effort. The visible and consistent presence of the
Police Corps at nearly every intersection and key point sends a pow-

*erful message: the rule of law is in effect. This visible deterrence is
crucial. It assures law-abiding citizens of their safety and convenience

hile clearly signaling to potential violators that transgressions will

g:)l be tolerated. The benefits of this initiative ripple far beyond mere
convenience. Economically, smoother traffic means reduced trans-
portation costs, faster delivery of goods, and a more inviting environ-
ment for commerce. Employees arrive at work on time, and customers
can access businesses without the prior dread of a parking nightmare.

Environmentally, reduced idling in traffic jams translates to lower
emissions, contributing to better air quality in a city that often grap-

les with environmental challenges. The citizens of Quetta owe a

‘debt of gratitude to the government and administration for this
remarkable improvement. This is more than just clearing a road; it is
about restoring a sense of normalcy and demonstrating that effective
governance is not just possible it is a reality. May this be a lasting
change and a harbinger of more positive developments to come. The
Government of Balochistan and the Quetta Administration have
demonstrated a blueprint for success. They have proven that with
political will and citectve execution even the most entrenched civic
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