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CM greets badminton ’

L.

y

; player Sarrot Fatima

J ' Staff Report

1 QUETTA: Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugtl

' bas congratulated badminton player Sarrot Fatima for win-

7 ning a silver medal in the South Asian Reglonal Badminton
Champlonshl

= The CM.I‘ Kﬂnlmr stated that Fatima has brought honor to

3 - both Balochlstan and Pakistan, and her success s a testament
to the hard work and passion of the province's youth. Ho added
that the provincial government is 1aking practical ateps to sup-

1 port talented athletes and promots sports.
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Unending road accidents

The tragic collision near Uthal in
Balochistan’s Lasbela district on Friday,
which left at least nine people dead and
two others seriously injured, is yet
another reminder of the perilous state of
the Quetta-Karachi hughway. The acai-
dent, involving a passenger coach and
two pickup vehicles, underscores the
chronic dangers of this route and the
devaslating consequences of negligence,
poor infrastructure, and the authonties’
sluggish response. The details of this lat-
est tragedy are painfully familiar. A pas-
senger coach traveling from Quelta to
Karachi collided head-on with two pick-
ups coming from the opposite direction.
Behind these numbers lie shattered fam-
ilies, interrupted dreams, and futures
cruelly extinguished. Each life lost repre-
sents not just an individual but a ripple
of grief extending across houscholds and
communities. This road has become less
a highway and more a graveyard where
lives are routinely claimed. The Quetta-
Karachi highway is a vital artery linking
Balochistan with the rest of the country.
Yet it remains a single-lane carriageway
woefully inadequate for the heavy load
of passenger buses, trucks, and private
vehicles it carries daily. The design itsell
makes head-on collisions almost inevita-
ble, and every passing day without
improvement only hoigﬁtcm the nisks.
For years, the government has promised

to dualize this road, but the pace of pro-
5:!"5‘ has been intolerably slow. What

ould have been treated as an urgent
priority has been reduced to a project
plagued hy‘::clays, bureaucratic inertia,
and half-hearted implementation. To
families who have buried their loved
ones, the government glacial approach
amounts to indifference. Accountability
must now replace excuses. The National
Highway Authority (NHA) and the gov-
emmeni cannol escape responsibility for
the continued loss of life. Funding for the
project must be released without delay,
resources mobilized, and construction
expedited. Contractors should be held to
strict timelines, and additional shifts
introduced if necessary, to ensure the
dualization is completed as quickly as
possible. Every day lost is another day
when lives are ot risk. The Quelta-
Karachi highway should symbolize
Balochistan'’s integration with the rest of
Pakistan. Instead, it has become a grim
emblem of neglect and the devaluation of
human life. The cycle of promises fol-
Jowed by inaction must end. Dualization
is not merely an infrastructure upgrade;
it is a moral obligation and a matter of
life and death. victims of Friday’s
crash, and countless others before them,
deserve justice in the form of decisive
action. The time for complacency has
long passed. What is needed now is
urgency, resolve, and an unshakable
commitment to protect lives on this
unforgiving stretch of road.
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Of Balances &
Balochistan: The NFC Test

This Friday, a quiet meeting in Islamabad carries the weight of a
nation's future, The newly reconstituted National Finance
«Commission (NFC) will sit down for its first formal session, tasked
with a Herculean challenge: forging a consensus on the long-overdue
11th NFC Award. For fifteen years, Pakistan has operated on an
cexpired financial blueprint, the 7th NFC Award, a relic from a differ-
cent economic and political era. The failure to create a new one
speaks volumes about the tensions at the heart of our federation. And
nowhere are the stakes higher than in the vast, resource-rich, yet
struggling province of Balochistan. The NFC is more than just a dry
accounting exercisc. It is the constitutional mechanism that decides
how the money collected from taxes is shared between the federal
government and the four provinces. The last successful award in
2009 was a landmark. It raised the provinces' collective share to
57.5% of the federal divisible tax pool, a move meant to empower
provinces after the 18th Amendment devolved more responsibilities
to them. In theory, it was a win for local governance. In practice, it
created a persistent fiscal crisis at the center. Among all provinces,

| Balochistan's case is unique and most urgent. Despite the promises of
the 7th NFC Award, which included special allocations for
Balochistan due to its backwardness and low population density, the
province remains trapped in poverty, unemployment, and lack of
infrastructure. In fact, many in Balochistan argue that even when
1 funds are allocated, they are either delayed, cut midway, or never
translated into meaningful development on the ground.

Balochistan contributes vast natural resources to the federation gas,
coal, copper, gold, and a long coastline. Yet it remains Pakistan's
poorest province. Its social indicators literacy, maternal health, clean
.water access, electricity, and employment are far below the national
.average. The people of Balochistan have long complained that their
resources are taken away while crumbs are returned in the name of
federal allocations. The NFC Award, therefore, is not just about num-
bers for Balochistan; it is about dignity, recognition, and the sense of
+being treated as an equal partner in the federation. As the 11th NFC

Award discussions begin, policymakers must remember that the
Constitution already guarantees that no province's share in a new
award can be less than in the previous one. But beyond the constitu-
tional safeguard, what is really needed is a spirit of fairness and
vision, For Balochistan, this means not only securing a just share of
the divisible pool but also ensuring guaranteed transfers, timely dis-
bursements, and federal investment in key sectors like education,
health, water, and infrastructure. Grants-in-aid should not be symbol-
ic; they should be substantial enough to bridge the huge gap between
:Balochistan and other provinces. The federal government now argues
that this arrangement is unsustainable. It funds massive, essential pro-
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grams like the Benazir Income Support Program (BISP) and the
Higher Education Commission (HEC), not to mention the entire
national security apparatus, from a drastically shrunken share of the
pie. Its plea for a "shared responsibility model” is a call for provinces
to help foot the bill for these national undertakings. Unsurprisingly,
“the provinces, including Balochistan, have consistently rejected this.
Their argument is simple: you gave us these responsibilities, now
give us the resources to handle them. This is where the discussion
must move beyond a simple tug-of-war between Islamabad and the
provinces. We must view it through the lens of equity, particularly for
Balochistan. For decades, a central grievance from the province has
been a perceived economic injustice: that its immense natural wealth
fuels the country's economy, while it itself remains mired in poverty
and underdevelopment. The NFC is the most direct tool to address
this historic grievance.
A new award must recognize that the principle of distribution can-
not be based on population alone. Balochistan's vast territory, its low
rpopulation density, and its critical strategic importance demand a for-
smula that factors in poverty, backwardness, and area. The current sys-
tem does include these parameters, but the question is: is it enough?
The federal government's desire to add new factors like "social sector
performance” must be carefully examined. Would this punish
“Balochistan for its historical neglect, effectively penalizing it for
being left behind? Center’s push to discuss sharing costs for "national
projects” and "trans-provincial matters” likely meaning dams and cli-
-mate-related calamities - feels to many provinces like a backdoor
attempt to claw back funds. Trust is the missing ingredient. For
Balochistan, which has seen promises broken time and again, this
“trust deficit is cavernous. Any discussion that begins with taking
away, rather than giving, is doomed to fail. The path forward requires
statesmanship, not just accounting. The federal government must
-acknowledge that a stronger, financially secure Balochistan is not a
rburden, but the bedrock of a stable Pakistan. Empowering Quetta
with the resources to build schools, hospitals, and roads is a national
security imperative. It is the most powerful counter-narrative to alien-
ation and despair. Conversely, the provinces, including Balochistan,
-must also demonstrate fiscal responsibility. The 2009 award came
~with a promise that provinces would ramp up their own tax collec-
«tion. This largely remained an unfulfilled promise. Showing a serious
~commitment to generating local revenue would strengthen their moral
sstanding in demanding a fair share from the centre. This Friday's
meeting is just the beginning. The negotiations will be tough. But let
:them be guided by a vision of a balanced federation where the centre
is strong enough to hold the nation together, and the provinces, espe-
cially Balochistan, are empowered enough to feel they truly belong
within it. The numbers on the spreadsheet are not just percentages;
they are a measure of our commitment to justice, equity. and a united
i ' h.’
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