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FOUNDED BY SIDDIQ BALUCH;

| CM Bugt1 directs elimination of |,

illegal trawling in Balochistan

QUETTA: Balochistan Chiel Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti on Tuesday expressed deep con-
cem over illegal trawling in the maritime bound-
aries of the province and directed to the Fisheries
Department to eliminate illegal trawling in all its
forms.

He said this while chairing an important meet-
ing of the Secretarics Committee at the Chicl
Minister Secretanat here.

The meeting was attended by Provincial
Ministers Mir Zahoor Ahmed Buledi, Mir
Saleem Khan Khosa and Mir Shoaib
Noshenwani, Chief Secretary Balochistan
Shakeel Qadir Khan, Additional Chief Secretary
Development Zahid Saleem, Additional Chief
Secrctary Home Hamza Shafqat, Principal
Secretary Chief Minister Babar Khan and admin-
istrative secretaries of all departments.

The meeting reviewed the progress of ongoing
development projects_in various departments in

detail. The Chicl Minister said that illcgal trawl-
ing is tantamount to cruelty against the fisher-
men and local people of Balochistan, which
would not be tolerated under any circumstances.

Addressing the mecting, the CM said that all
departments are responsible for the transparency,
quahity and timely completion of development
projects.

He directed that all small schemes with 100
percent allocation should be completed by
January I next ycar saying that no compromise
on quality would be tolerated in development
projects, the government's top priority is to com-
plete public interest projects within the stipulat-
ed time.

He stressed that all departments should ensure
transparent and timely use of allocated funds, the
formation of an integrated monitoring and evalu-
ation system to assess the performance of institu-
tions is essential so that '

Chief Minister Balochistan Sarfraz Bugti chairing a meeting of secretaries

committee,

be effectively monitored.

the usc of funds.

strict action

projects,

Quetta

the use of funds and the
progress of projects could

The CM said that in this
regard, each department
was required to submit a
report every month on the
completion of projects and

He made it clear that
would be
taken against officers who
delay or neglect adding
that the resources of the
province are being used on
public service and welfare
transparency,
| speed and accountability in
| the development process -

are among our priorities.

The meeting also dis-
cussed the education sec-
tor, where ‘the Chief
Minister directed to accel-
crate the process of
reforms in the Balochistan
Board of Intermediate and
Secondary Education.

He said that the board
would be made an exem-
plary institution by ensur-
ing transparency and
mernit.

Bugti also directed that
a detailed- review of the
progress of foreign-funded
and federal projects be
taken in the next meeling,

) saying that instead of cre-
I ating PC-1 of development

1

projects while sitting, fea-
sible projects should be
created after going to the
site and conducting a prac-
tical review.

He said that the concept
of concept papers is being
abolished and now ecvery
project would be submitted
for-approval only through
a feasible PC-1.

The Chief Minister said
that departmental approval
of all development projects
should be ensured at least
three months before the
new budget of the financial
year so that timely and
cffective implementation
of the projects could be
made possible.-APP
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Frontline of Climate Collapse

Balochistan is also extremely vulnerable to climate change due to its arid
and semi-and geography, over-reliance on a fragile agricultural sector, and a
lack of resilient infrastructure. The 2022 floods is a stark reminder of the
Balochistan 's susceptibility to extreme weather events. To remain safe,
Balochistan must implement both long-term and immediate remedial meas-
ures, focusing on water management, climate-resilient agriculture, and
enhanced disaster preparedness. Balochistan became one of the carliest and
most severe victims of climate change in South Asia. Floods devastation of
2022 is evident how vulnerable the region is to extreme weather events.
From unexpected cloudbursts and erratic rainfall to rapidly melting glaciers
and prolonged droughts, Balochistan is facing a multi-dimensional climate
crisis that threatens its fragile ecosystem, economy, and human scttlements.
The province's geographical and climatic conditions make it particularly sus-
ceptible to environmental degradation. Unlike other parts of Pakistan that
receive consistent monsoon rains, Balochistan relies heavily on seasonal pre-
cipitation and underground water reserves. Rising global temperatures have
disrupted weather patterns, leading to either extreme droughts or sudden,
catastrophic floods. The 2022 torrent, which submerged vast areas, destroyed
infrastructure, and displaced thousands, was a direct consequence of these
shifting climatic conditions. While Balochistan itself does not have glaciers,
the melting of glaciers in neighboring regions like GB and AJK Pakistan
increases river flows, leading to sudden flash floods. The province's dry ter-
rain cannot absorb excess water, resulting in destructive flooding that wipes
out villages, roads, and farmlands. Climate change has disrupted traditional
rainfall cycles. Instead of steady, seasonal rains, Balochistan now experi-
ences erratic downpours that cause flash floods, followed by extended dry
spells.

This unpredictability makes farming nearly impossible and strains water
management systems. Balochistan is already one of the hottest regions in
Pakistan, and temperatures are rising further due to global warming.
Increased heat leads to desertification, where fertile land turns barren. This
not only reduces agricultural output but also triggers dust storms and wors-
ens air quality. The coastal areas of Balochistan, including Gwadar, are at
nisk due to rising sea levels. Saltwater intrusion contaminates freshwater
sources, while cyclones and storm surges threaten coastal communities. The
damage to fisheries and mangrove forests further endangers livelihoods. To
mitigate the worst effects of climate change, Balochistan must adopt both
short-term disaster response strategies and long-term sustainability plans to
improve water management. Building small dams, ponds, and underground
storage systems can capture monsoon rains for use during dry periods.
Modem irrigation techniques should replace flood irrigation to conserve
water. Artificial recharge projects can help replenish depleting groundwater
reserves. Planting drought resistant trees is also necessary, reforestation
efforts can prevent soil erosion and reduce heat impacts. Coastal mangroves
act as natural barriers against storms and must be preserved.

Farmers should shift to crops like millet and sorghum that require less
water. Organic farming and agroforestry can improve soil health and water
retention. The time for half-measures and empty promises is over.
Balochistan needs an urgent and comprehensive action plan. This plan must
prioritize investment in water infrastructure, including the construction of
small dams and the revival of traditional systems. It must empower local
communities with the knowledge and tools to adapt, from transitioning to
drought-resistant crops to adopting modem, water-efficient farming tech-
niques. A robust early warning system, coupled with a well-funded disaster
management authority, is no longer a luxury but an absolute necessity.
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