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Frontline of Climate Collapse

Balochistan is also extremely vulnerable to climate change due to its
arid and semi-arid geography, over-reliance on a fragile agricultural
sector, and a lack of resilient infrastructure. The 2022 floods is a stark
reminder of the Balochistan 's susceptibility to extreme weather
events. To remain safe, Balochistan must implement both long-term
and immediate rémedial measures, focusing on water management, cli-
mate-resilient agriculture, and enhanced disaster preparedness.
Balochistan became one of the carliest and most severe victims of ¢li-
mate change in South Asia. Floods devastation of 2022 is evident how
vulnerable the region is to extreme weather events. From unexpected
cloudbursts and erratic rainfall to rapidly melting glacicrs and pro-
longed droughts, Balochistan is facing a multi-dimensional climate cri-
sis that threatens its fragile ecosystem, economy, and human settle-
ments. The province's geographical and climatic conditions make it
particularly susceptible to environmental degradation. Unlike other
parts of Pakistan that reccive consistent monsoon rains, Balochistan
relies heavily on scasonal precipitation and underground water
reserves. Rising global temperatures have disrupted weather patterns,
leading to either extreme droughts or sudden, catastrophic floods. The
2022 torrent, which submerged vast areas, destroyed infrastructure,
and displaced thousands, was a direct consequence of these shifting
climatic conditions.

While Balochistan itself does not have glaciers, the melting of gla-
ciers in neighboring regions like GB and AJK Pakistan increases river
flows, leading to sudden flash floods. The province's dry terrain cannot
absorb excess water, resulting in destructive flooding that wipes out
villages, roads, and farmlands. Climate change has disrupted tradition-
al rainfall cycles. Instead of steady, seasonal rains, Balochistan now
experiences crratic downpours that cause flash floods, followed by
extended dry spells. This unpredictability makes farming nearly
impossible and strains water management systems. Balochistan is
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alrecady one of the bottest regions in Pakistan, and temperatures are ris-
ing further due to global warming. Increased heat leads to desertifica-
tion, where fertile land tumns barren. This not only reduces agricultural
output but also tnggers dust storms and worsens air quality. The
coastal areas of Balochistan, including Gwadar, are at risk due to ris-
ing sea levels. Saltwater intrusion contaminates freshwater sources,
while cyclones and storm surges threaten coastal communities. The
damage to fisheries and mangrove forests further endangers liveli-
hoods. To mitigate the worst effects of climate change, Balochistan
must adopt both short-term disaster response strategies and long-term
sustainability plans to improve water management. Building small
dams, ponds, and underground storage systems can capture monsoon
rains for use during dry periods. Modem irmigation techniques should
replace flood irmgation to conserve water. Artificial recharze projects
can help replenish depleting groundwater reserves.

Planting drought resistant trees is also necessary, reforestation efforts
can prevent soil erosion and reduce heat impacts. Coastal mangroves
act as natural barriers against storms and must be preserved. Farmers
should shift to crops like millet and sorghum that require less water.
Organic farming and agroforestry can improve soil health and water
retention. The time for half-measures and empty promises is over.
Balochistan needs an urgent and comprehensive action plan. This plan
must prioritize investment in water infrastructure, including the con-
struction of small dams and the revival of traditional systems. It must
empower local communities with the knowledge and tools to adapt.
from transitioning to drought-resistant crops to adopting modern,
water-efficient farming techniques. A robust early warning system,
coupled with a well-funded disaster management authonty, is no
longer a luxury but an absolute necessity.
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