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QUETTA: Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti presiding over a meeling rega

VOL XLV No. 1185 QUETTA Tuesday Auggs; 12,

- Bugti directs timely
completion of
Jhalawan Medical
College projects

()JUETTA: Balochistan Chicf Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti on
Aonday said that tlimely completion of Jhalawan Medical
College and Hospital would significantly improve medical
facilities in the area.
He also expressed resent over unnecessary delay in corople-
tion of the project and directed the concerned departments to
reconstitute PC-1 and expedite work on the project immedi-

Y.
He said this while chairing a mecting regarding Jhalawan
Medical College and Hospital here on Monday.
The meetiog Was attended by Health Minister Bakht
Muhammad Kakar, leader of Opposition Mir Younis Aziz
Zehir and high officials.

Government of Balochistan decided 1o activate pending

!
¥
o N _.’!
v ¥
3 §
|

2025 / Safar 17,
=i \——

rding construction of new building of the Provincial Assembly

project of Jhalawaa Medical College and Hospital during the
mecting.

The meeting has decided that Communication and Works
Department would work on the project.

The mecting was bricfed that two batches of graduates from
Jhalawan Medical College, 400 students are studying.

Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Bugti expressed his |
resent overunnecessary delay in completion of the project and |
ordered the concerned departments 1o recoanstitute PC-1 and |
expedite work on the project immediately.

He said that students' problems are increasing due to delay”
in the project, we would not let the future of children be at
stake, the project should be completed as soon as possible for
interest of the students’ future. |

He said that provincial govemnment is taking oll possible
measures to provide basic facilities 1o masses in the areas.

Moreover, Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti affirmed the
government’s commitment o the rights, welfare, and equal
opportunitics for minoritics ot a ceremony for [aternational '
Minorities Day. The cvent, held at the Chicf Minister
Sccretariat, was attended by Parliamentary Secretary for
Minority Affairs Sanjay Kumar and representatives from var-
jous minority communities. Bugti praised the commendable
services of minoritics in the country's development and social
stability. He stated that the government has ensured the com-
plete protection of minonitics, religious freedom, and respect

for cultural identity, and is prioritizing their inclusion in

development projects. &
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Balochistan’s
fruit basket

Balochistan, often called the “fruit basket
of Pakistan,” is renowned for its diverse
agnicultural landscape and idral chmate
for cultivating a vanety of high-quality
fruits, induding chernes, peaches, grapes,
pomegranates, and apples. The province’s
apples, in particular, are highly sought
after internationally. However, due 1o

proper provessing facilities and an ineffi-
cient supply chain, the region and its farm-
ers are unable to fully capitalize on this
valuable resource. The apple processing
sector in Balochistan plays a sigruficant role
in generating employment and revenue. To

ress the sctor’s challenges, ajoint study
was conducted in 222 by the Japan
Intemational Cooperation Agency (JICA),
the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization  (UNIDO), and the
Balochistan government. The study, which
focused on apple-produang distncts like
Quetta, Killa Abdullah, Pishin, Killa
Saifullah, Mastung, and Kalat, aimed to
highlight the needs and challenges within
the apple value chain and propose solu-
tons. It also examined e ISSucs,
institutional capacities, and the role of both
the private sector and individual farmers.
According to Pakistan’s National Food
Secunity Polxy, value chains m the country,
including Balochistan, suffer from poor

standards. Agricultural markets often lack
basic hygiene and traceability, while grad-
ing, practices are inconsistent and transpor-
tation services are inefficent Other key
issues include a lack of market mformation,
inadequate cold storage facilities. poor road
infrastructure, and sigruficant post-harvest
losses. Traditional and poor packaging
matenials also contnbute to these losses.
Smallholder farmers, in particular, struggle
to access high-end markets and have hm-
ited opportunities for valuwe addition of

5y  thewr uce. Unfort , these sys
temic deficiencies, including a lack of e | i

ternuc weaknesses make small farmers vul-
nerable 1o explottation by middlemen
Farmers often become highly dependent
on these intermedunes to sell their pro-
duce. Furthermore, with low-quality and
high-quality apples  fmquently  being;
muxed. The marketing of the produce is tra-
ditional and lacks modemn standards, and
the poor state of cold storage facilities leads
to immense waste. Despite the hagh quality
of the apples, only a small fraction s pro-
cessed into vn!ue;:’hhl products like pulp,
jam, jelly, juice, preserves.
the 5:12(('&:" potental, it s essential for
the government and the agnculture depart-
ment to invest in modern processing, prad-
ing, and packing faclites. These efforts

marketing strateges for both national
Balochistan can transform its apple indus-

must be coupled with mutiatives toimphgye |

try from a nussed into a thrv- |
ing, profitable that berefits its

farmers and the entire province.
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