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Reviving
livestock sector

Livestock is the foundation of Balochistan's
economy. Livestock rearing sheep, goats, cat-
tle, and camels has provided livelihoods for
generations. It not only meets local dietary
and agricultural needs but also contributes
significantly to trade; wool, meat, hides, and
dairy products form the key components of
rural commerce. Despite limited infrastruc-
ture and harsh climatic conditiohs, livestock
remains an integral part of the cultural and
economic fabric of Balochistan, reflecting
both resilience and traditional expertise.
Witharound 34 million goats and sheep and
6.5m bovines, Balochistan holds Pakistan’s
largest small ruminant and fourth-largest
bovine population about 30 per cent of the

" national total. The livestock sector is a key

contributor to Pakistan’s economy, compris-
ing 627pc of the agricultural output. and

" MU36pc of the national GDP in 2022-23

(Finance Division, 2023). The province pro-

. duces 48pc of sheep, 22pc of goat, 8pcof cattle

and 41pc of the camels in the country. Its
gross value addition grew by 38pc, reaching
Rs5.59 trillion. Experts suggest that reviving
livestock as the primary commervial activity
would be more beneficial for the sustainable
development of the province. Reportedly, in
2023, the country’s meat exports generated
approximately $456m, with bovine meat con-
tributing $380m. Mutton exports, primarily
from sheep and goats, accounted for 17pc of

total meat exports, valued at around $76rn.
These figures indicate substantial growth
potential within Balochistan as the maj
contributor, which can be further realised by
modernising the livestock sector to enhance
climate resilience, productivity, and sustain-
ability. Strategically, Balochistan is well-posi-
tioned to supply meat to national markets,
especially Sindh and Punjab, with potential
for value addition and international exports.
The province, withits natural endowment for
producing high-quality organic meat, is well-
positioned to contribute up to 70pc of national
meat production, supporting consistent inter-
national supply and driving economic
growth through increased export eamings
and GDP contribution. In the past, the pro-
longed drought has severely impacted both
the agriculture and livestock sectors in the
x:};ion. Likewise, fencing of the border with

ghanistan has also disrupted centuries old
migratory routes of nomads, who seasonally
move across borders with their flocks. The
fencing has limited pastures for flocks along
with shrinking production of organic live-
stock and its related dairy production
Balochistan offers a natural environment that
has supported livestock production for gen-
erations, but the absence of an organised
export system dedicated to export houses,
meat processing, units and halal meat pack-
aging remainsa critical gap. The government
of‘ Balochistan should prioritise the livestock
sector with the integration of climate-resilient
techniques. The farmers should be supported
with interest-free loans to establish farm-
houses and fodder production.
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