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Bugti calls for unity against

terrorism on Independence Day

Reduces 60-day in sentences for pris

Staff Report

QUETTA: Balochistan  Chief
Minister (CM) Mir Sarfraz Bugti
declared that Independence Day is
a solemn reminder of the profound
sacrifices made by Pakistan’s fore-
fathers.

Speaking at a flag-hoisting cere-
mony on the lawns of the Provincial
Assembly, he emphasized that this
year's celebration carries excep-
tioga ;

iomifia- ey qacis
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Minister  Mian Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif, commending their
leadership, vision, and solidarity,

Bugti hailed the victory as a
symbol of national cohesion, not-
ing that Balochistan has always
stood firm in times of erisis. “From
Gwadar to Zhob, the people cele-
brated Independence Day with
unmatched enthusiasm. This is the
spirit of a vibrant nation.”

He undcrsggred
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where a woman witnessed the bru-
tal killing of her husband and son,
CM Bugti challenged the false nar-
ratives that claim mercy was
shown. “What kind of respect is
that, when a woman watches her
family gunned down before her
eyes?”

Balochistan Chief Minister Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti has approved a
60-day reduction

‘.\'Jl‘S
aloym

oadsax u st 01

oners across province
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—

against terrorism, urging
Patliament to take the lead.
“Religious scholars and all schaols
of thought must stand shoulder to
§hquldcr with our security forces.
This is a fight for the soul of our
nation.”

Expressing optimism, Bugti sajq
!he end of terrorism in Balochistan
IS near. “We've seen dark ti

110day] JJeIsS
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Gwadar’s water
thrust

Gwadar, the crown jewel of the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC),
stands as a monument to unrealized
poh‘nlir\l. Heralded as the next economic
hub of Asiy, a strategic port city poised to
transform the fortunes of Pakistan and
the wider region, it remains a city fighting,
for a most basic human right: clean drink-
ing water. This persistent, scarcity is not
merely a logistical problem; it is a pro-
found and unsettling symbol of govern-
mental apathy and a glaring failure to

rioritize the welfare of its own citizens.
Billions of dollars have been invested in
grand infrastructure projects a new inter-
national airport, expansive expressways,
and a modern port. Yet, amidst this

"impressive display of development, the

residents of Gwadar receive water, often
of dubious quality, only once every ten to
fifteen days. While the government and
its Chinese partners have built desalina-
tion plants, many of these facilities are
non-operational or hampered by a lack of
consistent power supply. The water crisis
in Gwadar is deeply intertwined with
decades of neglect and mismanagement.
Promises have been made, committees
formed, and official visits conducted, but
the on-the-ground reality for the local
population remains unchanged. The

issue extends beyond simple drought; it is

EASRSRPEa———— RS

0 B gt o0 5
¢ Queita

a failure of governance, planning, and
exocution. The lack of accountability, alle-
gations of corruption in water supply pro-
jects, and the persistent power failures
that cripple water distribution systems all
point to a systemic breakdown. A truly
developed city is not defined solely by its
megaprojects and economic corridors, but
by its ability to provide a dignified life for
its people. The continuous struggle for
water undermines the very purpose of
Gwadar’s development. It creates a cli-
mate of distrust and resentment amorig
the local populace, who feel like passive
observers in their own city’s transforma-
tion. This disconnect between the grand
vision of CPEC and the harsh realities of
daily life for Gwadar’s residents is a
source of instability and a major road-
block to sustainable progress. It is high
time for a paradigm shift. The govern-
ment must move beyond symbolic ges-
tures and implement a transparent, com-
prehensive, and sustainable strategy. This
involves not only ensuring the functional-
ity of desalination plants and linking

" them to a stable power grid but also hold-
ing those responsible for mismanagement
and corruption accountable. The develop-
ment of Gwadar must be people-centric,
with the basic needs of its citizens water,
electricity, education, and healthcare at
the forefront of all planning. Without this
fundamental shift in priorities, Gwadar
will remain a beautiful but parched port
city a hub of corridors and commerce that
has forgotten its own people.
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