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Bugti asserts state authority
against armed militants

Staff Report

QUETTA: Balochistan  Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti on
Saturday asserted that no group of
armed militants can impose its ide-
ology on the 250 million citizens of
Pakistan.

Speaking during the Jashn-e-
Azadi (Independence Day) cele-
brations and the Marka-e-Haq con-
ference, Sarfraz Bugti emphasized
that peace is steadily returning to
Balochistan and reaffirmed the
state’s unwavering support for its
people against forces seeking fo
destabilize the province.
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by tribal elders to merge
Balochistan with Pakistan under
the leadership of Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jingah, Bugti
hailed their contribution as one that
“will be written in golden letters in
history.”

Bugti condemned the spread of
anti-state narratives disguised as
nationalism, warning that such
conspiracies have led the Baloch
people into a cycle of bloodshed
and terror, He criticized that sepa-
ratist movements funded and
directed from abroad, noting that
they were decisively defeated in the
Marka-e-Haq by Pakistan's armed
-yl
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shed innocent blood cannot be
called Baloch. Their true identity is
that of terrorists.”

The 'Chief Minister praised
Balochistan as a model of interfaith
harmony, where diverse sects and
religious communities live peace-
fully.

He highlighted Senator Danesh
Kumar's pro-Pakistan stance in the
Senate as a symbol of this unity.
Bugti stressed that after August 14,
1947, every citizen’s foremost iden-
tity is being Pakistani above ethnic,
tribal, or linguistic affiliations.

Calling social media the greatest
‘fitna’ of the modern age, Bugti
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example, he cited a recent month-
long football tournament in
Balochistan attended by 30,000
spectators. “Instead of celebrating
this national achievement, a smal]
controversial clip was made vira]
distracting from the real success ™

Bugti spoke emotionally aboyg
victims of terrorism, inclnding a
woman from Musakhel whose hys.
band and son were murdered before
her eyes. “She had only one pjece
of cloth to cover herself and the
bodies. Ignoring such tragedies is
the height of injustice,” he saj
pledging full state support for the
oppressed.
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Cross-border
infiltration

The recent operation in Zhob lays bare
the serious threats to Pakistan’s security.
On the night between August 7 and 8,
the Pakistan Army took down a large
band of an Indian proxy group trying to
slip across from Afghanistan, killing
thirty-three terrorists on the spot. ISPR
said heavy weapons and explosives were
seized, while clearance operations are
still being carried out. The action drives
home that Pakistan’s armed forces stand
ready to guard the borders at any cost.

Cross-border infiltration remains a
recurring menace. Terrorists keep sneak-
ing in from Afghan soil, and such
attempts have lately picked up speed.
After the Pahalgam attack, these incur-
sions have stepped up, raising fresh
alarms for security agencies. The use of
Afghan territory by Indian proxies can
set off instability not only in Pakistan but
across the region. This also calls out
Kabul’s inability to get a grip on its own
borderlands.

Pakistan has repeatedly urged
Afghanistan to clamp down on such

. Kabul admits the problem but
has yet to match its words with decisive
action. Had Pakistan’s intelligence and

s been acted upon, both sides
might have steered clear of further dam-

e The truth is, military moves alone
can’t sort this out — the job calls for

building trust, tightening joint border
patrols, and beefing up intelligence shar-
ing.

%he Zhob success is more than a mili-
tary feat; it's a statement of sovereignty.
Hostile actors know that by stirring up
trouble inside Pakistan, they can throw a
wrench into key projects such as CPEC
and regional trade corridors. That makes
Indian proxy activity both a security and
an economic threat. Pakistan faces a dou-
ble bind: rooting out terror networks

while keeping foreign investment and -

development plans on track.

Strained ties with Afghanistan hurt
more than security; they chip away at
trade, erode economic opportunities,
and weaken people-to-people contact
vital for regional cooperation and mutual
trust. Afghanistan offers Pakistan vital
overland access to Central Asia, and if
border tensions keep dragging on, they
could hold back the region’s economic
cooperation. Islamabad and Kabul need
to sit down with open minds and ham-
mer out a way forwardFor years,
Pakistan’s people and forces have been
locked in a gruelling fight against terror-
ism, paying with thousands of lives and
billions in losses. Ignoring any new wave
would be a grave mistake. The Zhob
operation stopped a major tragedy in its
tracks. Yet terrorism isn't only about
infiltration — internal enablers also keep
it alive. This struggle won't be over any-
time soon. Pakistan must stay on its toes,
make full use of technology, and bring
local communities on  board.

Diplomatically, it must keep pressing
Kabul to shut down any hostile activity
launched from its soil. ‘

The message from Zhob is clear
Pakistan will not bow to pressure or cut
deals over its borders. Peace is everyone’s
shared responsibility. Pakistan has
shown it’s ready to pull its weight — now
Afghanistan and others must step up
and match that resolve.
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~ Internet disruption

The complete shutdown of mahite
interpet  data services  across
Ralochistan, seportadly until the end
of the manth, 18 a decision that has
plunged the provinee inte a state of
dinital darkness, causing  invense

nconvenience and anxiety. While the
Pakistan Telecommunicat ion
Anthorty (FTA) cites “security cone
cerna” as the roason for this wnprece.
dented move, a counterproductive
measure that has brought daily lite
and ivelthoods to a sereeching halt,

This is not the fiest time mobile
mternet - services have  boen sus.
pendad in Balochistan, However, the
scale and duration of this shutdown
are without precedent,

Historically, such measures  have
been confined o specitic districts
deemed higherisk. This time, the deci-
ston to disconnect the entire provines
has paralyzed students, online busi-
nessey, and the general public, dem-
onstrating a complete disregard for
the digital rights and economic well-
being of the populace.

The ripple ettects of this shutdown
are immediate and devastating, For
students, who have increasingly
relied on online classes and digital
resources, the closure of the internet
is a direct assault on their education.
Freclancers,  e-commerce  entrepre-
neurs, and countless other individu-
als who depend on the internet for
their livelihoods are now facing a
severe crisis. This is not merely an
inconvenience; it is a full-blown eco-
nomic emergency for a significant
portion of the population, The busi-
ness community, already grappling
with a challenging economic land-

soape, Hinds itselt unable to conduct
transactiony, provess orders, of main-
tain vital communication with cus.
tomers,

While the security challenges fae
ing Balochistan are undeniable and
roquire  robust  solutions,  shutting
down a fundamental facility like the
internet is neither a solution nor a jus-
tifiable course of action, The govern:!
ment and relevant institutions must
tind alternative, more targeted solu-
tions to address security threats, |

The government’s primary respon-
sibility is to ensure the safety and
security of its citizens, However, this
obligation does not grant it pernis-
sion to suspend essential services that
have become a cornerstone of modern
lite. The internet is no longer a luxuryy
itisa utility, a tool for education, com-
merce,  communication, and  civie
engagement, By shutting it down, the
autharities are not only tailing to pro.
tect the public but are actively under-
mining their progress and prosperit Y.

The appeal from students, freelance
ors, and the business community for the
povernment to reconsider its decision is
nat just a plea for convenience; it i:ﬂ!
demand for justice and a call for a me
enlightened approach to povernance. It |
is hoped that the authorities will recog: |
nize the immense harm being caused )
by this shutdown and resume mobile
internet services while simultancously |
strengthening  socurity  measures to |
thwart any malicious designs. '-
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Iran Air Connects Quetta
and Zahedan

Iran Air's Quetta-Zahedan flight is more than just a new airline route, it is a
bridge between two historically connected regions, a catalyst for economic growth,
and a symbol of enduring Pak-Iran friendship. If nurtured properly, this initiative
can pave the way for greater regional integration, turning Balochistan into a hub of
cross-border commerce and cultural exchange. The governments of both nations
must now build on this momentum, ensuring that this flight becomes a cornerstone
of shared prosperity in an often-overlooked part of South Asia and the Middle
East. For years, the people of Balochistan and Iran's Sistan-Baluchestan province
have shared deep cultural, religious, and economic ties. However, the lack of direct
air connectivity has been a major hurdle in fostering stronger relations. The intro-
duction of Iran Air's weekly flight between Quetta and Zahedan addresses this gap,
providing a faster, safer, and more convenient travel option for passengers, particu-
larly pilgrims, traders, and families divided by the border. The inaugural flight,
operated by an Airbus A-319, carried 75 passengers, demonstrating immediate
demand for this route. Given that Zahedan serves as a crucial transit point for
Iranian pilgrims traveling to Mashhad and Iraqi pilgrims heading to Karbala, this
air link will significantly ease travel for Pakistani Zaireen (pilgrims) who previous-
ly relied on perilous road journeys. Beyond facilitating passenger travel, this air
link holds immense economic promise. Balochistan and Sistan-Baluchestan are
rich in natural resources but remain underdeveloped due to geographical isolation
and infrastructural deficits. The Quetta-Zahedan flight opens new avenues for
trade, particularly in sectors such as agriculture, mining, and handicrafts. The pres-
ence of business community representatives and officials from the Quetta Chamber
of Commerce and Industry at the inaugural ceremony underscores the commercial
significance of this route. With Iran being a major export market for Pakistani
goods, especially fruits, textiles, and pharmaceuticals, direct air connectivity can
streamline trade processes, reduce smuggling, and encourage legitimate cross-bor-
der commerce. If passenger demand remains strong, Iran Air's plan to increase
flight frequency could further boost economic activity, benefiting small and medi-
um enterprises on both sides of the border. The timing of this flight's launch is par-
ticularly noteworthy, coming just weeks after Pakistan's Interior Minister Mohsin
Nagvi announced a ban on road travel for pilgrims heading to Iran and Iraq for
Arbaeen due to security concerns. The decision, though difficult, was necessary
given the rising threats of terrorism and kidnapping along the Pak-Iran border. In
this context, the new air link provides a safer alternative for pilgrims, ensuring that
religious travel continues without compromising security. Though, affordability
remains a concern. Many pilgrims from low-income backgrounds rely on road
travel due to lower costs. The government and private airlines should consider sub-
sidized fares or special packages for pilgrims to g¢nsure that this air route is accessi-
ble to all segments of society. This initiative reflects the commitment of both
Pakistan and Iran to deepen their bilateral ties. Iran has consistently shown interest
in enhancing connectivity with Pakistan, whether through energy projects like the
Iran-Pakistan gas pipeline or transit trade agreements. The Quetta-Zahedan flight
complements these efforts, fostering people-to-people contact and diplomatic
engagement. Iran and Pakistan both countries navigate complex geopolitical chal-
lenges, such collaborations reinforce mutual trust. Pakistan's decision to allow
Iranian airlines to operate in Balochistan despite broader regional tensions demon-
strates a pfagmaltic approach 4o foreign policy, prioritizing regional stability and
economic progress. The launch of Iran Air's flight operations between Quetta, the
capital of Balochistan, and Zahedan, the capital of Iran's Sistan-Baluchestan
province, marks a significant milestone in regional connectivity and bilateral rela-
tions between Pakistan and Iran. The inaugural tiighl, which successtully landed at
Quetta International Airport on Friday, signals a new era of enhanced wade, travel,
and cultural exchange between the two neighboring regions. This development 1s
not only a testament to growing diplomatic and economic ties but also a promising
step towards unlocking the untapped potential of Balochistan as a key player in
regional commerce.
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