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Premdent directs improving peace,
of life in Balochistan

€S notlce of murder of 2 young girls in Quetta

Bugtl t

¢ APP

KARACHI: President, Asif Ali
Zardari on Friday, directed
Balochistan Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti to further improve
peace and security in Balochistan,
besides taking measures to uplift
people’s living standards there.

The president, in & meeting with
Balochistan chief minister, who
called on him here at Bilawal
House, also called for ensuring
public welfare, basic facilities for
people, and the timely completion
of development projects.

In the meecting, they discussed
the development projects in
Balochistan and the overall politi-
cal situation,

The chief minister briefed the
pn:adcl! on lhélaw aqd order situ-

ation in the province and develop-
ment projects.
CM Bugti takes notice of murder
of 2 young girls in Quetta
Meanwhile, Chief Minister
Balochistan, Mir Sarfraz Bugti,
has taken strong notice of the brutal
‘murder of two innocent young girls
in Quetta’s Kechi Baig area and the
tragic double homicide of a mar-
ried ple in Mastung: Exp
deep sorrow and outrage over the

incidents, the chief minister
described them as shocking
Its on ietal val human

conscience, and the writ of the
state, press release said on Friday.

Mir Sarfraz Bugti directed the
Inspector General of Police
_ Balochistan, to ensure the immedi-
" atearrestofallindividuals mvolved

and asserted that no perpetrator,
regardless of influence or status,
will be spared from the full force of
the law.

He cmphasized that the
Balochistan government has zero
tolerance for such heinous crimes
and that those responsible will be
brought to justice without delay.

The chief minister ordered that
the investigation of cases be
handed over to the Serious Crimes
Investigation Wing to ensurc a
transparent, evidence-based, and
scientific inquiry. He instructed the
police and relevant investigative
bodies to utilize advanced forensic
and technical resources to reach
concrete outcomes swiftly and to
ensure the perpetrators are prose-
cuted in accordance with the law.

“These barbaric acts are not just

criminal offences; they are crimes
against humanity that shake the
conscience of the entire society,”
said Mir Sarfraz Bugu “The gov-
ernment stands in full solidarity
with the bereaved families and wij}
fulfill its legal, moral and constity.
tional duty to deliver them justice »

He reaffirmed the provincia|
government’s commitment to Pro-
lecung the lives and property of its
citizens, stating that the safety and
security of the people remain
state’s foremost responuhlny

The chief minister also iurged o
the public to cooperate With ay
enforcement agencies in Maintajp,
ing peace and stability, ang to
report any suspicious actiyj
promptly so that those res; m‘£
may be held accountable ang -
society made safer for al], M

‘\;
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A looming crisis

The recent warnings from both treas-
ury and opposition benches in the
Balochistan Assembly have brought a
grave and pressing issue into sharp
focus: the alarming increase in poppy
cultivation  across the province.
Lawmakers, including MPA Zabid Reki
from Washuk, have sounded the alarm,
cautioning that if this growing trend is
not addressed with urgency, it could
plunge the region into a full-scale drug
crisis with devastating social and eco-
nomic consequences. The time for a com-
prehensive, decisive response is now.
The concerns raised by MPA Reki under-
score a critical shift in the regional drug
landscape. With Afghanistan’s ban on
opium cultivation, poppy growers and
drug traffickers are seeking new, more
permissive ground. Balochistan, with its
long and porous border, is a vulnerable

and logical target for this insidious"

migration. The unchecked spread of
poppy crops is not merely an agricul-
tural issue; it is a direct assault on the
province’s future, threatening to “poison
our youth” and dismantle communities
already grappling with backwardness
and a lack of opportunities. The conse-
quences of inaction are dire and multi-
faceted. The influx of cheap, locally-
sourced drugs will inevitably lead to a
surge in addiction. As noted by the law-
makers, the number of drug addicts in

Balochistan is already on the rise. This
menace is particularly dangerous for the
province’s unemployed youth, who are
more susceptible to falling, prey to addic-
tion in the absence of viable economic
alternatives. A drug, crisis would exacer-
bate existing social problems, place an
unbearable strain on the healthcare sys-
tem, and further destabilize an already
volatile region. It would fuel criminal
networks and create a vicious cycle-of
poverty and despair. Addressing this
issue requires more than just reactive
measures. While poppy crop eradication
is essential, it must be part of a broader,
more sustainable strategy. The govern-
ment and concerned authorities must
work on multiple fronts. First, border
security needs to be significantly
enhanced to prevent the flow of traffick-
ers and their illicit trade. Second, there
must be a concerted effort to provide
farmers with genuine and profitable
alternative crops and livelihoods, ensur-
ing they are not forced to turn to poppy
cultivation out of desperation. Finally,
and most critically, comprehensive
awareness campaignsand rehabilitation
programs must be launched to protect
and support the youth, offering them
hope and a path away from addiction.
The rising poppy cultivation is a clear
and present danger, and it is imperative
that all stakeholders from federal and
provincial governments to law enforce-
ment and civil society unite to confront
this threat before it is too late.
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