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Mushroom of
diagnostic labs

Quality healthcare is the need of every
citizen and it is the ibility of the
government to ensure quality healthcare
tacilities to its Sadly, like other parts
of the country, the health sector has also
become a profitable sector for a number of
people in Balochistan where the health sec-
tor is ' in strenuous condition. In the
h:stofmcnzypeopledomthestabemsell—
ing bogus, expired medicines, cheating
and looting innocent patients with various
tactics under the nose of the government.
Reportedly, there are a number of clini-
callabmatcmestuettawhx:hamMng

without pathologists and ful-
fﬂlmg other demands and standards of
diagnostic centers. Unfortunately, the clin-
ical laboratory authority also could not-be
activated due to which a number of labora-
ton&smthe provincial capital Quetta are

More than 100 private clini-
cal laboratories havebeensetumeuetta
in which more than 55 are either
tered or operating illegally without a certi-
fied pathologist. Reportedly, in these clini-

cal laboratories, millions of rupees are col-

lected daily from the patients who come for
diagnosis of various diseases. The situation
is similar in about 15 private hospitals in
Quetta where inexperienced and untrained
staff are playing with human lives in labo-
ratories. Physicians not only charge hefty

fees in the name of medical treatment,
but also have long lists of expensive pre-
scription drugs. Citizens say doctors and
medical staff in public and private hospi-
tals recommend patients to be tested by
their recommended liberties. Ultimately,
the patients have no other choice but to
act in accordance with the directions of
doctors. Health officials say the
Balochistan - Clinical Laboratory
Regulatory Authority was set up in 2005
to assess the regular quality and perfor-
mance of clinical laboratories in the prov-
ince but later the government and con-
cerned department did not pay due atten-
tion to activate latory authority.
Therefore, it lacks staff, vehicles or any
budget to work and take action against
unregistered  laboratories. = Medical
experts say qualified pathologists and
trained staff are prerequisite in diagnos-
tic centers and laboratories because with-
out professionals the life of patients
remains at risk. Unfortunately, owing to
unregistered, untrained and less quali-
fied staff, many laboratories are unable to
diagnose diseases properly that further
multiply problems of patients if disease is
not properly diagnosed. Therefore, it is
inevitable that health authorities must
activate the Clinical Laboratory Authority
and come up with a crackdown against
laboratories and diagnostic centers oper-
ating illegally. Besides, the government
must set up quality diagnostic and medi-
cal test facilities at government run hos-
pitals so as the people could benefit.
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