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Attracting investors

Balochistan’s strategic location signifi-

" canlly enhances its importance in the

Asian region. Due lo its geophysical posi-
tion, Balochistan's coast is considered the
gateway o Centrul Asia. The Gwadar Port,
located in the province, offers tremendous
prospects for regional trade. Fortunately,
Balochistan is an ideal destination for
investment in various sectors such as agri-
culture, mining, fisheries, energy, food
processing, logistics, coastal development,
tourism, and many others. However, it is
unfortunate that the province still lacks
foreign investors in these sectors, despite
the lucrative opportunities available. The
lack of investment in the province indi-
cates that Balochistan still has a long way
to go in attracting foreign investors and
requires more serious homework and hard
work to promote and sustain investment
in the region. Other than the Reko Diq pro-
ject, the province has not witnessed any
significant investment, despite the fact that
its natural resources have the potential to
draw both national and international
investors. As far as the law and order situ-
ation is concerned, it remains a serious
issue that needs to be addressed at the ear-
liest. Amendments to the existing laws and
regulations are required, along with sin-
cere efforts to convince investors to con-
sider Balochistan as a viable investment
destination. Although the province offers
tremendous opportunities for both domes-
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tic and foreign investors, the creation of an
investor-friendly environment should be
the top priority of the government. The
establishment of the Balochistan Board of
Investment and Trade (BBOIT) by the gov-
ernment must deliver tangible results for
the province. With sub-offices in
Islamabad, Karachi, and Gwadar, the
BBOIT needs to work diligently to attract
investors to Balochistan. It must expedite
its efforts ina more pragmaticand targeted
manner, especially given that the province
desperately needs investment in various
sectors. This is crucial for economic
growth, the reduction of unemployment,
and poverty alleviation. The BBOIT has
taken commendable steps such as organ-
izing seminars and initiating other activi-
ties to attract investors. These are positive
measures, but much more is needed
Balochistan desperately needs foreign
investments to harness its rich natural
resources and to address its longstanding
issues of underdevelopment and poverty.
Furthermore, the government must
enhance its outreach to friendly countries
such as Germany, China, Australia, the
UAE, Saudi Ambia, and Turkey. At the
very least, investors from these friendly
nations must be actively persuaded to
invest in Balochistan. Foreign investment
is not only essential for the development of
Balochistan but also for the prosperity of
the entire country. Therefore, the govern-
ment and relevant authorities must play
their due role with sincerity, urgency, and
commitment.
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Balochistan stands with Kashmir

Fhe people of Dalochiston onee agaln demonsteated thelr unwavering
solidarity with the oppressed people of Tndion Hlegally Ocenapled
Jammn andd Kashande (HOTR) by observing Kashimbe Exploftation Day
with widespread protests and condemmation vallics, On August 5, cin
sens acrons the provinee vehemently opposed Tndin's Hegal and unilal
eral actions of revoking Artieles 70 and W5A in 2009, 0 move thal
stripped Kashmir of iespecial autonomons status and Ruthe
entrenched New Delhi's oppressive occupation. From Quetta (o Turbat,
Nalochistan eehoed with ehants of treedom as protesters rabsed the
Pakistand Mag alongside the ag of Azad Kashmbe, symbolizing an
unbrenkable bond between the two replons AUTO wang, o minute of
silence wan observed fn honor of Kashimdelh marty, while tealtic came
to a standsdll in government oftices, educational nstitutions, and on
roads. The collective pawe fn dably aetivities was o power ful reminder
that the strugple for Kashmi sell*determination is not just their fight
but a shared cause tor all who believe In justice, The abolition of
Artieles 370 and I5A was not merely a domestic policy shift by India;
it was a blatant violaton of international Taw, United Nations resolu
tions, and the fndamental rights of the Kashmibd people. By altening
the demographic and political landseape of Kashmir through lorced
settlements and military suppression, Indin has exposed it colonial
ambitions, However, as the protesters in Balochivtan emphasized, no
amount of legislative manipulation or judicial endorsement can extin:
guish the Kashmird people's vight to sl determination,

The rallies in Baloehistan sent a clear messape: the Kashmird free
dom movement is not just about land it is about the survival of o
nation, the preservation of identity, and the atue of repional pence.
Speakers at the protests refterated that Indin's aetions on Augut 5,
2019, were not only on attack on Kashiivis but also o threat to stabili
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ty in South Asia. The contnued military Tockdown, extrajudicial
killings, and media blackouts in [IOJK have tumned the region into an
open prison, yet the spirit of resistance remains unbroken.
Balochistan's solidarity with Kashmir is rooted in a shared understand-
ing of oppression and resilience. Just as Kashmiris face India's brutal
occupation, the people of Balochistan have endured their own chal-
lenges, including external interference and terrorism. Yet, both regions
stand firm in their belief that freedom is an inalienable right. The pro-
testers emphasized that Pakistan's stance on Kashmir is non-negotiable
the dispute must be resolved in accordance with UN resolutions,
which guarantee the Kashmiri people their right to decide their own
future through a plebiscite. India's attempts to justify its actions as

“internal legislation" or "constitutional reform" are nothing but a
smokescreen to hide its crimes. The international community, includ-
ing human rights organizations, has repeatedly condemned India's
atrocities in Kashmir. Yet, the Modi government continucs its cam-
paign of repression, banking on global apathy. The rallies in
Balochistan served as a reminder that the world cannot remain silent
while Kashmiris endure collective punishment, enforced disappear-
ances, and cultural erasure.

Pakistan has consistently raised the Kashmir issue at every interna-
tional forum, and the people of Balochistan have reinforced that diplo-
matic and moral support. The protesters urged the United Nations and
major powers to take concrete action against India's violations rather
than offering mere lip service. Economic and political pressure must
be exerted on New Delhi to halt its settler-colonial project in Kashmir.
The protests across Balochistan on Kashmir Exploitation Day were a
testament to the unyielding spirit of solidarity that binds Pakistan and
Kashmir. The message was loud and clear: the struggle for Kashmiri
freedom will not fade until justice is served. India may have changed
laws, but it cannot change history Kashmir was, is, and will always
remain a disputed territory awaiting its rightful resolution.
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