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Stray Dogs Terrorize Quetta

Stray dogs have become one of the most pressing issues in
Quetta, posing a significant threat to the safety and well-being of
common citizens. Whether it is children walking to school, women
going to work, elderly people taking morning walks, or even ordi-
nary commuters, no one is spared from the constant fear-of aggres-
sive strays. The problem has escalated to such an extent that
streets, parks, and even residential colonies have turned into dan-
gerous zones where packs of dogs roam freely, barking, chasing,
and sometimes attacking people without provocation. It is high
time that authorities take strict and immediate action to clear our
cities of this menace before more lives are put at risk. The
unchecked proliferation of stray dogs has led to an alarming rise in
dog bite cases across the country. There is no confirm report but
number of people, including small children, are bitten by stray
dogs every year, leading to severe injuries, trauma, and even fatali-
ties in some cases. Rabies, a deadly disease transmitted through
dog bites, remains a major public health concern.

The psychological impact on victims, especially young children
who develop a lifelong fear of dogs, cannot be ignored. Threat is
not limited to physical harm. Stray dogs often create chaos on
roads, causing accidents as they suddenly dart in front of vehicles.
They scavenge through garbage, spreading filth and diseases, and
their constant barking disturbs the peace, especially at night.
Despite these glaring issues, the response from municipal authori-
ties has been lackluster, with ineffective sterilization drives and
half-hearted measures failing to control the population. MCQ must
conduct systematic drives to pick up stray dogs and relocate them
to designated shelters away from residential and high-traffic areas
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or to kill them. Aggressive dogs that pose a direct threat should be
euthanized humanely, as no legal or moral justification exists for
allowing dangerous animals to roam freely. The stray dog menace
is not just an inconvenience; it is a serious public safety issue.
While dogs deserve humane treatment, the rights and safety of citi-
zens must take precedence. No court will ever prioritize an ani-
mal's life over a child's safety, and no stray dog will file a lawsuit
if removed from the streets. For far too long, the incessant bark-
ing, the looming threat of bites, and the unsettling omnipresence of
stray dogs have become an unaddressed daily reality for countless
citizens. From the early morning commute to a late-night stroll, the
sight of packs of stray dogs, often emaciated and aggressive, has
transitioned from an occasional nuisance to a pervasive terror.

This isn't merely an inconvenience; it's a silent crisis impacting
the fundamental right to safety and peace of mind for every man,
woman, and child. It's time to acknowledge the severity of this
issue and demand a comprehensive, resolute solution that priori-
tizes human well-being above all else. This is not a plea for cruel-
ty, but a fervent demand for common sense and decisive gover-
nance. Our cities should be places of comfort and security, not
grounds for constant vigilance against a proliferating animal prob-
lem. It's time for our elected officials to listen to the silent anxi-
eties of their constituents and implement a bold, comprehensive
plan to reclaim our streets. The safety and peace of mind of every
citizen depend on it.
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By Nascem-ul-Haq Zahidi

FC Balochistan
(South): A Journey of
service & sacrifice

he restoration of
peace and stability
’ In South

.Blloﬂlllllll bas only been
possible  (hrough  the
unmatched sacrifices of FC
Balochlstan (South). To elim-
Inate the scourge of terror-
Ism, the brave personncl of
FC (South) carried out
numerous operations across
[the province, peutralizing
{countless terrorists. Today,
|across Balochistan and the
|rest of the country, graves of
(these martyrs, our vallant
sons, stand as solemn
reminders of those who gave
| thelr today for our tomor-
| row. Without this strong
shield against terrorists,
saboteurs, and lnsurgents,
the very map of our mation
would be unimaginable.
In recent months, terronsts
have unlcashed a wave of vio-
lence in different parts of
Balochistan, blocking roads
and slaughtering dozens of
innocent people in the name of’
cthnicity and nationalism
These heinous  acts  have
claimed the lives of FC
(South) personnel as well as
| other secunty forces In retal-
Jatory operatons, many lerror-
1515 have also been eliminated
From combating terronsm to
serving  the people, FC
Balochistan  (South) has
played a remarkable and mul-
ufaceted role that needs no
introduction.
Besides 1ts core secunty
duties, FC (South) has also
contnbuted significantly 1o the
socig-economic development
of the region. Established in
2017, FC Balochistan (South)
was tasked with monitonng
the borders adjoining
Afghamistan and lran, main-
taning internal and external
cccunty n southwestern
Balochistan, and protecting
trategically importani nafion-
31 and military projects. Within
just cight years, this newly
{ormed force has not only
tructured  itsell but  also
wained s personnel profes

wonally, fulfilling s respons
bilines from border secunty 1o
Community service in an eflec-
e and efficient manner

A deeper look  anto
Balochistan  reveals  that
despite  challenges, the

province is stcadily progress-
ing toward peace and develop-
ment. Numerous projects have
been completed, while others
are neanng mmp[ﬂwﬂ. While
the State of Pakistan and the
Government of Balochistan
are working for the province’s
prospenty, the role of
Pakistan's Armed Forces and
FC Balochistan remains com-
mendable

No socicty can progress
without education, as an edu-
cated population forms 3
healthy and aware community.
FC Balochistan (South) has
paid special attention to the
sectors of education and
health. Today, many youth in
the region have replaced guns
with pens. Currently, FC
(South) runs 10 schools in
Balochistan, offenng free edu-
cation 1o hundreds of students.
These schools not only pro-
vide quality education but also
focus on character building. In
Kharaan, a unique school for
differently-abled children has
been established, catenng 10
children with visual, heaning.
mental, and social impair<
ments These children are edu-
cated under the supervision of
trained and dedicated teachers
in a conducive environment.
All  educational  expenses,
including uniforms, stationery,
and stafl salaries are bome by
FC Balochistan (South)

To cnsure public health 1n
far Nlung areas, FC (South)
regularly holds frec medical
camps n southern
Balochystan  These camps
serve hundreds of pauents
with free medical checkups,
lab tects, and medicines
Speciabized services, including
gynecology, are also offered

for women

FC (South) has installed
solar-powered water filirauon
plants in various areas to pro-
vide clean dnnking water It
has also constructed houses for
widows as pan of its humani-
tanan efforis. Addilionally, FC
(South) facilitated a safe envi-
ronment for the developmert
of border markets in Radeck
(Kech District) and Panjgur
District along the Pakistan-
Iran border. These markets
have positively impacted the
social and cconomic condi-
tions of Jocal communitics by
creaing new business oppor-
tunities

FC Balochistan (South) also
provides secunty o several
national projects including
CPEC, Sundak, Reko Dig.
Sahedal, and Dudder copper
and gold mines. In addition,
secunty is also provided for
key water infrastructure proj-
ects like Mirani Dam, Tapuk
Dam, Gishkoorach Dam, Gurg
Dam, Shadi Kaur Dam, and
Shapok Dam.

In times of natural disasters,
FC (South) has led relief and
rescue operations with dedica-
tion and speed, becoming a
symbol of support in advernity
Dunng the devastauing floods
and torrential rains of recent
years, massive destruction
occurred across Balochistan,
particularly to the date crop in
southern  Balochistan  and
transportation foules were
severcly disrupled. Even in
such challenging circum-
stances, FC (South) remained
acuve and responsive, deliver-
ing timely aid to affected peo-
ple. The force also provided a
sccure environment for polio
campaigns and national census
operations, ensunng smooth
exccution of these impornant
nanonal duties Be it nauonal
secunty, terronsm threats, or
natural disasters, the personnel
of FC DBalochistan (South)
have always stepped forward
without hesitanon o suppon
their Baloch brethren

Todsy. a handful of anti-
stste clements are once again |
Irying (o destabihize South |
Balochistan, but they fal 10
realize that as long as I1C
(South) stands suong, thew
nefanous plans will never suc-
ceed
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