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Implementing
Rules

Civic sense is not just about keeping
roads, streets, and public property clean;
it is much more than that. It involves
abiding by the law, respecting fellow citi-
zens, and maintaining decorum in pub-
lic spaces. In a city like Quetla, people
face numerous challenges, including
traffic congestion, encroachments, dam-
aged roads, and blocked sewerage lines.
But the situalion is even worse for pedes-
trians. There are many areas in the city
where footpaths do not even exist, and
people are compelled to walk alongside
fast-moving vehicles. Pedestrians rarel
find space to walk peacefully and safely
to their destinations. Regrettably, traffic
rules and protocols are hardly followed
in Quetta, a city where the population

' has now crossed three million. Violations
of traffic laws have become so common
that most citizens are not even aware
they are breaking the rules. Punishments

~and penalties for such violations exist
only in the law books. During rush
hours, roads and streets turn into a cha-
otic racecourse, with nearly everyone
breaking rules in a hurry to reach their
destinations. Ironically, this behavior
cuts across social and educational lines—
educated or illiterate, male or female,
rich or poor—everyone seems to contrib-
ute to the problem, knowingly or

unknowingly. Adding to this chaos,
hawkers and costermongers occupy the
roadsides (o run their businesses, leav-
ing no room for pedestrians. Buyers stop
their cars or motorcycles to bargain,
causing sudden traffic disruptions with-
out any concern for others. On top of
that, vendors Irequcnly dump rolten
fruits, vegetables, and other wasle
directly onto roads and pavements, mak-
ing it even harder for people to walk.
Unfortunately, the situation worsens
with kiosks and local restaurants plac-
ing tables and chairs directly on roads

and sidewalks. People stopping lo eat

park their vehicles irresponsibly, often
in no-parking areas or right on the walk-
ways. No traffic police or relevant

Y authority is seen intervening or stop-

ping these unlawful acts. Similarly, dur-

ing private construction, building mate-

rials are dumped on public roads with-

out any official permission, and account”
ability, occupying half of the road and

obstructing movement with sand,
gravel, and debris. Citizens in Quetta’
are deprived of a peaceful walking expe- |
rience due to these illegal practices, a
widespread lack of civic sense, adminis-

trative neglect, and poor urban plan-

ning. The issue can be resolved through

strict enforcement of existing laws and

regulations. Civic education should be

introduced early at the school level, and

the administration must take prompt

and serious action against all violators

to restore order and safety.
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