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QUETTA: Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti presiding over Parliamentary Committee meeting on Implementation of Public Sector
Development Program on Monday "




CLIPPING SERVICE

Balochistan Times
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Regd No. BC.6  VOL XLV No. 1171 QUETTA Tuesday July 29, 2025 / Safar 3, 1447

Timely completion of
development projects a
priority: Bugti
Vows 1o ensure transparency
in all projects
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CM orders timely, transparent |
execution of public projects
By Oux Reporter

Bullet No

QUETTA: Dalochistan Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti on Monday said that the province's
development agenda must be driven by trans.
parency, efliciency, and public interest, adding
that timely completion of development schemes
is critical to restoring public trust in govemance,

Chairing a key meeting of the parliamentary
committee on the implementation of the Publie
Scctor Development Programme (PSDP) at the
Chicf Minister's Sceretariot, CM Bugti empha-
sized that the govemment is committed to deliv-
cring high-impact, people-centered projects
without delay or compromise on quality.

A highlevel meeting of the parliamentary
committee on tho implementation of the Public
Scetor Development/ Programme (PSDP) was
held on Monday at the Chicl Minister's
Secretariat,

The mecting waos attended by parliamentary
members from the Pokistan Peoples Party,
Pokistan Mustim League, Awami National Pauty,

and Jamnatee<lslaml, Tho sesslon reviewed
progress on proposed dovelopment schemes and
made key decisions to ensuro their timely com-
pletion,

During the meeting, Additlonal  Chief
Secretnry for Planning and Development Zahid
Saleem gavo a detalled briefing on the previous
PSDI, the nature of current development
schemes, avallability of funds, and the pace of
implementation,

Addressing the participants, CM Sarlraz Bugti
strossed that the government's top priority is the
timely and high-quality completion of develop-
ment projects that serve the public interest. He
stated that all projects which have recelved full
funding up to Rs. 650 million must be complet-
¢d by Februory 2026 without nny delay, which he
sald would be unaceeptable.

The Chiel Minister further announced that
planning for the next (iscal year’s budget and
development priontiey

would be finalized by
March 2026 to allow for
inclusive input from all
stakeholders and  ensure
'| that the PSDP reflects a
coordinated and effective
vision that benefits the gen-
cral public.

He directed that future
development project PC-13s
must be based on full esti-
mated:  costs, and that
phased or vague cost esti-
mates would no longer be
accepted, as they often lead
to mismanagement, delays,
and corruption,

CM Bugti emphasized
that given the limited
resources, realistic and
essential projects should be
prioritized to allow for fast-
track implementation. He
"dcclarcd "transparency,

speed, and quality” as the
three pillars of the develop-
ment process, adding that
compromise on any of these
would not be tolerated,

He  highlighted  the
importance of incorporat-
Ing suppestions from elect-
ed public representatives
not only to shape develop-
ment prioritles but also to
promote (ransparency and
bulld public trust,
"Parliamentary members’
input provides valuable
guidance to the government
and reflects the true aspira-
tions of the people,” he
added.

He stressed that timely
completion of cach scheme
is crucial (o restoring public
confidence, and the govern-
ment would directly moni-
tor the pace of implementa-
tion of all major projects.

Any form of corruption,
mismanagement, or misuse
of resources will not be tol-
crated.

CM Bugti stressed that
Balochistan's development
i3 a collective responsibility
that demands political har-
mony, institutional caoper-
ation, and administrative
scriousness. He reallirmed
the government’s commil-
ment to working wath all
stakcholders to move for- |
ward with a transparent,
effective, and actionable
strategy aimed at achieving
sustainable development,
He also pledged that the
government would ensure
broad consultation at every
stage of planning and
implement a robust system
of oversight and accounta-
bility to meet real public
welfare goals.
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adhere to approved lime-
Buotl craCRS do"vn On lines and quality standards, [
- waming that delays and |
ll egUIarltles mn prOJ eCtS substandard performance
would invite strict action.
In a move toward
accountability, Secretary'!
Communications Lal Jan

QUETTA: Balochistan Officials bricfcd Sarfraz
i Chiel Minister Mir Sarfraz  Bugti that both roads arc on
Bugti has pledged to climinate  track for completion within the
the misusc of advance pay-  curent fiscal ycar, with expee- Jafar reported that 56 con-
ments and repeated financial  tations to cnhance 'rcglonal = e R firms including
revisions in development proj-  connectivity and ch1l|lalc pc(- tWo liGirance companies
ccls, vowing zero tolerance f?r ter access to national high- have already been blacklist-
such practices under his ways. ed for poor cxccution and
administration. This year, the govcm_m.cm delay tactics.

Chairing a high-level meet-  has carmarked Rs. 27 billion | Bugti fook a hard stance
ing of the Communication and  for the development of 27 o r;nancial mismanage-
Works Department in Quetta, major road infrastructure proj- | o
the chief minister reviewed ects across the province, aimed | "5 " L occary prac-
updales on project progress, at improving Public mobtlisy lice of advance payments
budget utilization, and con- and stimulating cconomic and frequent financial revi-

struction quality, focusing on  activity. sions must be roated out.

key road projects such as The chief minister stressed Any official authonzing

Hanna Road and Sibi-Thami- that all devclopment work payment before  work
et ey R

w, SR must  Cc begins will face immediate

disciplinary action, they
should mentally prepare for
~ suspension or dismissal.”

He emphasized that
while the government is
committed to timely fund-
ing, departments must
lensure professional execu-
tion  without  lapses.
Negligence will not be tol-
crated.

Expressing dissatisfac-
tion over delays in the
Zamri Road project, the
chief minister directed that
construction begin within
20 days or disciplinary
action would be taken
against responsible officers
and contractors.

Reiterating his adminis-
tration's . commitment to
reform, Bugti said trans-
parency, efficiency, and
quality would be non-nego-
tiable values moving for-
ward:

"The public’s tax money
must be spent wisely, he
said adding that we will
strictly enforce a zero-toler-
ance policy against corrup-
tion and negligence."-APP
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No more Zaireen on Balochistan highways [

The Pakistani government's decision to bar pilgrims from traveling by
road to Iran and Iraq for the Arbaeen pilgrimage has sparked a heated
debate, pitting national security concems against the religious sentiments
of thousands of devotees. Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi announced the
move on Sunday, citing public safety as the primary reason behind this
"difficult decision." While the government's intent to protect its citizens
from potential threats is commendable, the policy raises critical questions
about accessibility, economic disparity, and the state's responsibility to
facilitate religious obligations without compromising security. Arbaeen,
marking the 40th day of mourning for Imam Hussein (AS), the grandson
of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), is one of the largest religious gatherings
in the world. Millions of pilgrims, including hundreds of thousands from
Pakistan, converge on Iraq's holy cities of Karbala and Najaf. The over-
land journey through Balochistan and into Iran or Iraq has long been
fraught with risks. The region is notorious for security challenges, includ-
ing militant attacks, human trafficking, and banditry. In recent years,
Pakistani pilgrims have faced kidnappings, armed robberies, and even
fatal accidents on these routes. Given these threats, the government's
reluctance to allow road travel is understandable. The consultations with
the Foreign Ministry, Balochistan government, and security agencies sug-
gest that the decision was not taken lightly. Moreover, with Pakistan
already grappling with internal security issues, the state cannot afford
another crisis involving its citizens stranded or harmed abroad.

Ban on road travel disproportionately affects low and middle-income °
pilgrims who cannot afford airfare. For many, the overland journey is the
only feasible option due to its affordability. The government's assurance |
of "maximum fights" and special arrangements by Pakistan International
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Airlines (PIA) is a step in the right direction, but it remains to be seen
whether these measures will suffice. PIA has announced additional flights
from Karachi and other cities, but ticket prices for last-minute bookings
could still be prohibitive for many. The protesters on Alamdar Road in
Quetta voiced legitimate grievances: if the state restricts road travel, it
must ensure that alternative means are accessible to all, not just the afflu-
ent. The government should consider subsidized fares or a dedicated pil-
grimage fund to assist those who cannot afford air travel. This year's
restrictions should serve as a wake-up call for a more structured and sus-
tainable pilgrimage policy. The government has already announced a new
travel management system set to take effect in 2026, replacing the tradi-
tional Salar System with a regulated Zaireen Group Organisers model.
While this could improve oversight, the state must also invest in safer
travel infrastructure, including better border security and bilateral agree-
ments with Iran and Iraq to ensure pilgrims' safety.

Religious pilgrimages are a fundamental right, and the state must facili-
tate them while ensuring citizens' safety. The current policy, though well-
intentioned, risks alienating a significant portion of the population who
see the Arbacen pilgrimage as a spiritual necessity. The government
should engage with religious scholars, community leaders, and protesters
to address their concems transparently. If road travel is deemed too risky,
then the altemative air travel must be made genuinely accessible. In the
long run, Pakistan needs a comprehensive strategy that combines security,
affordability, and diplomatic coordination with host countries. Until then,
the decision to restrict road travel may be scen as a necessary but painful
compromise one that underscores the difficult choices between faith and
security in an increasingly volatile region.
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Levies Force’s
merger

Balochistan government has started
converting Levies Force into Police.
Therefore, a number of Levies person-
nel protested a government decision
to merge their force with the
Balochistan police, arguing the move
is illegal and defies a court order.
Personnel and officers from the tribal
securitly force gathered in front of the
Levies station in Chagai district’s
Dalbandin, staging a protest and
chanting slogans against the provin-
cial government. They announced
they would not join the police, saying
a petition challenging the merger was
pending in the Balochistan High
Court.

Historically, the province has been
divided into “A” and “B” areas for
policing. Areas under category A
include urban zones and these are
under the jurisdiction of the police. B
arcas are made up of rural areas,
which are under the jurisdiction of
Balochistan Levies, a local force com-
prising the people from the same dis-
trict where it is based. In 2003,
President Musharral merged Levies
into the police. but in 2010, the PPP
government restored the Levies Force,
a decision that was lauded by people
across the province.

Whenever there is a crisis or a natu-

ral disaster, it is the Levies which is
used across the province to provide
immediate relief. This is the only force
that the district administrators have
across the province to enforce law and
order and run the business of the gov-
ernment. The Levies are better than
the police at maintaining law and
order and controlling crimes because
of their indigenous nature. They know
the place and the people and can trace
and deal with sources of trouble in the
area. Moreover, the crime rate in the
Levies-manned area has historically
been less than that of areas under the
police.

This is despite the fact that the
police force as a whole gets more
resources compared to the Levies for
doing their job. This efficiency of the
Levies Force is an asset for the govern-
ance system of Balochistan. Third,
Levies has been criticized in the past
for not being able to deal with the
insurgency in Balochistan. This is an
unfair criticism because Levies is not
a counter-insurgency force. Its pri-
mary job is to carry out policing and
enforce the writ of the state. There are
other forces both civil and mulitary
which deal with terrorism and coun-
ter-insurgency. If the government suc-
ceeds in these efforts, then it will be a
huge disservice to the people of
Balochistan. In such a scenario, this
government will go down in history
as one which got rid of an efficient
local force in Balochistan.
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Balochistan needs
empathy, candour

The wave of terrordsm that

hos  gripped  Dalochistan
rofuses to die. It hos now
morphed into  gomething

. monstrous, shilting from tar

geted Killings to indiscrimi-
nate sloughter. Just days after
the execution of nine passen-
gers, a horrific  attack
oceurred near Kalot in which
 passenger bus was sprayed
with bullets,

No identity checks this
time; just pure rage. Threo
Karachi-based qawwals —
known for their art and har-
mony, not enmity, were
killed. Several others were
injured. Once again, the
‘unidentificd  nssailants’
struck and vanished, os they
have done countless times
before.

Are these faceless killers
ghosts? Or, has Balochistan
been handed over to death
squads  operating  with
impunity?

We swillly blame the for-
cign hand for exploiting the
unrest — and rightly so in
many Instances — but we
must also examine the inter-

nal factors that have allowed
these wounds to fester. Why
lias Dalochistan reached such
o terrifying impasso? Why
do tho fissures persist, refus-
ing to heal?

The unrest In Balochiston
is certainly not an isolated
jssue; 1t I8 o threat to the
entire federation. A bleeding
province weakens Pakistan,
We must  summon the
cournge to do some honest
introspection.  Why have
Balochistan's people felt
Ignored and allenated for
decades? Why have infra-
structure, opportunity and
development  consistently
been found largely missing
in Balochistan?

The time has come to
embrace, not alienate, The
federation must reach out to
Balochistan's people, espe-
cially the disillusioned
youth. We must walk the
extra mile, climb the moun-
tnins, Even the most
intractable conflicts can find
peaceful solutions through
dinlogue and inclusion,
Hearts can still be won. All

that is needed Is a sincerity
of purpose,

Nationalist and main«
stream volces of Balochistan
must feel that they have the
space to articulate their
grievances within the consti-
tutional framework.

Those In power must lis-
ten, and listen without any
suspicion, The answer lics in
understanding, justice and
suc human Investment; not
more force. Balochistan's
problem is not insurmount-
able. The disgruntlement is
limited to pockets misled by
emotion. The vast majority
sccks peace.

We must bring education
to mountain-tops, health to
barren lands, and proper con-
neclivity to  forgolten
regions, Let the railway
tracks unite, not divide. Let
Baloch youth dream not of
survival, but of dignity and
opportunity. Let true peace
retumn. Let hope rise. A
stronger Balochistan  will
ensure a stronger Pakistan.

Qamer Soomro
Shikarpur



