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Regd No. B.C.6 '-XOL XLV No. 1166 QUETTA Thursday July 24, 2025 / Muharram 28, 1447 nRS: 3

QUETTA: Chlef Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Khan Bugti In a grohp photo with the female participants of Sixteenth National
Workshop Balochlstan, on Wednesday.

‘Balochis

Staff Report

QUETTA:  Chief  Minister
Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugti has
said that it is essential to know the
reality of the past to understand the
problems of Balochistan in their true
context, He expressed these views
while addressing the participants of
the 16th National Workshop
Dalochistan. On this occasion,
Advisor to the Women Development
Department  Dr.  Rubaba  Khan
Duledi, Members of Prpvincial
Assembly Mir Rehmat  Salch
Baloch, Waja Khair Jan Baloch,
Additional Chief Secretary Home
Hamza Shafqat, Additional Chiel
Secretary  Development  Zahid
Saleem, Principal Sccretary Dabar
Khan, and Spokesperson of the
Balochistan  Government  Shahid
Rind were also present.

Chiel Minister Mir Sarfaraz
Dugti said that the perceptions found
outside the province regarding
Balochistan sre contrary to reality
and should be corrected through his-

. torical awareness. He clarified that

in the history of Balochistan, we find *

different views, including Nawab
Khair Bakhsh Marri who supported
secession while Mir Ghaus Bakhsh
Bizenjo belicved in democratic and
political struggle.  The Chief
Minister said that the roots of anti-
state activities intoday's Balochistan
ore linked to past misunderstandings

an’s future lies in peace,
not separatism: CM Bugti

is that these issues do not justify
violence. Those fighting the state
actually dream of a separate state on
the basis of identity, which is not
only against the constitution but also
against national unity. Mir Sarfaraz
Bugti, while talking about the opera-
tions in Balochistan, said that in the
past, a limited scale operation was

and specific narratives. The Chiel
Minister said that the gricvances of
the youth dissatisfied with the gov-
emment will be addressed and
cmbraced.

However, there con be no extra-
constitutional talk with those who
want to break the state through vio-
lence by taking up guns and killing
innocent Pakistanis. However, our
doors are open for any discussion
that they want to bave under the
Constitution of Pakistan. He said
that be it nationalism or religion, ter-
rorism s terrorism and no discrimi-
nation can be made in il. Mir
Sarfaraz Dugti said that some cle-
ments present unbalanced develop-
ment or unemployment as the rea-
sons for the insurgency, but the fact

carried out in Kalat, but calling it an
operation in the whole of Balochistan
is a misinterpretation of history,
therefore it is nccessary that we
make n correct historical analysis.
The Chief Minister of Balochistan
informed the participants that a pro-
vincial action plan has been prepared
for the establishment of sustainable
peace in Balochistan, under which
the response mechanism has been
made efective. He said thet terrorists
cannot occupy even an inch of land

for a long time because their main
goal is 10 destroy the atmosphere of
peace by spreading fear and panic. He
said that secunity forces in
Balochistan are working in gray
2ones where it is difficult to distin-
guish friend and foe. In such a situa-

tion, all factors have to be considered.
He said that the Baloch nation.is
being pushed towards a futile and
destructive war, which must be
stopped. Talking about missing per-
sons, the Chief Minister said that
comprehensive legislation has been
enacted in the province in this regard
so that the investigation process can
be improved. At the same time, the
proviocial government is bringing
reforms in the govemnance and ser-
vice delivery system so that public
welfare can be made possible and
public trust in the government can be
restored Mir Sarfaraz Bugh men-
tioned reforms in the health and edu-
cation sectors. He said that 99.99
percent of recruitments in these sec-
tors have been made on merit
Balochistan students are being pro-
vided with scholarships al national
and international levels so that they
can compete globally. Highlighting
the governmenlt's stcps against cor-
ruption, the Chief Minister said that
CMIT and the Anti-Corruption
Department have been fully activated
10 cnable transparent governance.
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CPEC-II: time to

deliver

The formal launch of the second phase
of the China-Pakistan Ecoromic Corridor
(CPEC), as announced by Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, presents both an opportu-
nity and a sobering challenge. This new
chapter, pivoting from a government-to-
government model to a business-to-busi-
ness framework, is meant to attract private
investment, deepen industrial collabora-
tion, and energjize special economic zones.
But these ambitions, however lofty, rest on
a fragile foundation. Unless Pakistan con-
fronts its chronic weaknesses in govern-
ance, secunty, and policy consistency, the
promise of CPEC may again fall short of
its potential. The first phase of CPEC, initi-
ated in 2013, undeniably brought impor-
tant gains. Over $25 billion in Chinese
investment helped ease the energy crisis,
expand transportation infrastructure, and
partially activate Gwadar port. Thousands
of megawatts were added to the grid, new
highways connected the country’s spine,
and nearly 70,000 jobs were reportedly
created. These developments injected
momentum into a faltering economy and
lifted GDP growth by some estimates as
much as two percentage points annually.
Yet, despite these achievements, the short-
comings were conspicuous. Delays, lack of

| transparency, and bureaucratic dysfunc-

tion stymied Projects were polit-
icized, decision-making lacked continuity,

™ 7

and institutional capacity remained thin
More troublingly, securily threats — par-
ticularly to Chinese personnel — grew in
scaleand frequency, casting a long shadow
over investor confidence. Attacks in
Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
often traced back to regional rivals with a
vested interest in sabotaging the initiative,
have made it clear that economic coopera-
tion cannot proceed in a vacuum. The
transition to a private-sector-driven CPEC
demands a far more stable and predictable
business environment than Pakistan has
not yet been able to provide. Investors

assurance that contracts will be hon-
ored, legal protections upheld, and per-
sonnel safeguarded. They also need clar-
ity: about tax regimes, dispute resolution
mechanisms, and infrastructure readi-
ness within economic zones. In all these
areas, Pakistans record is mixed at best
Moreover, the second phase of CPEC can-
not succeed without broader national buy-
in. It must not be seen as the agenda of one
party, one province, or one administra-
tion. For CPEC to realize its full potential,
it must become a national enterprise —
buttressed by interprovincial coordina-
tion, bipartisan political support, and
genuine local stakeholder engagement
Pakistan must also take ownership of its
responsibilities. It is no longer enough to
highlight China’s commitment or geopo-
litical sabotage. The real question is
whether Pakistan is ready to reciprocate
that commitment with serious reform
What is at stake is not just a series of con-

struction projects but Pakistan’s future
economic architecture. CPEC holds the
potential to position Pakistan as astrategic
trade conduit linking Central Asia, China,
the Middle East, and South Asia. But
potential must be activated through pol-
icy, secured through law; and sustained
through discipline. The second phase of
CPEC s not a second chance. Itis likely the
final one. If Pakistan once again allows
political instability, administrative inertia,
and security lapses to denil progress, the
consequences will be more than lost
investment — they will include a credibil-
ity deficit from which recovery may prove
far more difficult. The time for slogans is
over. What CPEC now requires is compe-
tence, timely actions, and peliticl will to
follow the vision.
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Tracing ghost i s b o,
employees %5 i L™ Ak rruption

For deedes, Balochistan has been
plagued by the persistent and decply
entrenched issue of ghost employees and
fraudulent appointments across a wide
range of government departments.
Hundreds of individuals from other prov-
inces, and even Afghan nationals—have
illegally secured government jobs in
Balochistan submitting  counterfeit
domiciles and forged identily documents.
This malpractice, rooted in systemic cor-
ruption and administrative ncFli ence, has
deprived thousands of cligible local resi-
dents of their rightful employment, wors-
ening the province's already fragile socio-
economic landscape. In 2016, a high-level
verification committee was constituted
under the leadership *of then-Chief
Secretary Balochistan, Saifullah Chatta, to
investigate the scale of the crisis. The com-
mittee was spedfically tasked with verify-
ing the CNICs (Computerized National
Id;:;iety Cards) of government employees
whose documents appeared suspicious or
unverifiable. The findings were deeply
alarming: over 45,000 were dis-
covered with questionable or'untraceable
identity records. Even more shocking was

' the revelation that more than 15,000 indi-

viduals had been drawing

pensions, some for over two decades,
despite never having officially worked in
any government department. Althoughthe

Department, no meaningful action has fol-
lowed. The investigations remain stalled,
largely due to the influence of powerful
recruitment mafias operating with alleged
backing from political leaders and com-
plicit government officials. These networks
are believed to manipulate appointments,
transfers, and promotions, protecting fake
employees and undermining merit-based
recruitment. This crisis represents far more
than bureaucratic mismanagement; it is a
grave injustice to the people of Balochistan.
With one of the highest unemployment
rates in Pakistan, the illegal occupation of
government jobs by outsiders has pushed
local youth further into economic despair.
Even more concerning is the infiltration of
Afghan nationals into troles by
obtaining forged Pakistani identity cards,
nising serious national security concerns
and calling into question the credibility of
NADRA's databases. Despite repeated
demands by nationalist parties such as the
Balochistan National Party (BNF), succes-
sive governments have failed to act ded-
sively. To rectify the situation, the provin-
cial government must relaunch the verifi-
cation drive, strengthen internal monitor-
ing systems, and ensure that all those
involved, regardless of influence—are held
accountable. Only then can public trust be
restored, justice ensured, and the institu-
tional integrity of Balochistan safeguarded.
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