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No marital ties between victims

CM Bugti denounces

honor killings,
promises swift justice
in double murder case

StafT Report

QUETTA: Balochntaa Chief Minister Sarfraz Bugti strongly
condemned the recent double murder of a man end woman
Degan, describing it as 2 brutal aod unlswful ect that peither
socicty por the government will tolerate.

Addresuiag 2 press coaference aloagyide proviscial minis-
texs, Bogti cleriSied (hat both individnals were alresdy memied
22d cach bad five children, rejecting vinal cleims that the vic-
tums were pewlyweds. Terming if a “test case™ for his admin-
istration, be vowed that all those respoasidle for the crime
woald be brought to justice.

Mmubdlhlllnmhwbeahaﬂ:dwﬁx.
with more raxds underway. He also poted that be had instructed
&lmhﬁmldﬂumhﬁucamﬂwimm
before the video of the mncident went viral

maummm.hmmmmqﬂm
m@m}-ﬁﬂ_@mmdkyﬁninngm
acts. He exph d his admim won's i to dis-
mmm,mm'lmumnh
ﬁm‘hkﬂm&ﬁmhwwﬂm
soaety.”

matling
delrvered
m modern

Ca&n;thzc:un'uuuu‘falhem&:_gu‘twa

asa chancetod Pakistan's gainst unlswfel

where tribal customs still persist Amid growing misimferma-
Boa caline, Bagti uryed the poblic to verify costent before
riaring “This i tbe age of social media, where falsebood
spreads faster thas facts. People deserve the truth” be s2id [n
lwﬁmhﬁw&dwﬁaumcm
mmm.mnnm‘lmﬁwo{mm.
Ple emacks 2od tbe killicg of 10 militasts linked to the group
Fm&nmﬂemmmuu,mm,
mnt&mhwﬂywuﬁummhm
mdhp&efm%ﬂkmbhmfwmd@
m:uﬂc-nmqpeeg()ummum'
pece 12d development i Balochisten is vawavering, 2ad this
Joureey will contirme,” be affirmed.
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In the name of Honor BUT where is the 'Honor?

Honor killings are not just crimes against individuals they
are crimes against humanity. Balochistan cannot progress if it
continues to tolerate such brutality in the name of tradition.
The state must reassert its authority, dismantle parallel justice
systems, and ensure that no one can.take the law.into their
own hands. It is time to break the cycle of violence. It is time
to recognize that love and marriage by choice are not crimes
but murder in the name of honor certainly is. The blood of
innocent couples stains our collective conscience, and only
through justice, education, and societal reform can we cleanse
it. The government, the judiciary, and every citizen must stand
together to end this menace once and for all. The horrific
honor killing of a married couple in Balochistan has sent
shockwaves across the nation. Reports of this cold-blooded
murder circulated on social media and mainstream television
channels, revealing that the victims a man and a woman were
brutally killed simply because they chose to marry of their
own free will. This heinous act is yet another reminder of the
deep-seated tribal and patriarchal mindset that continues to
plague our society, where the concept of personal choice in
marriage is still met with violence and murder. Marriage is a
fundamental human right, and the decision to marry must
always rest with the individuals involved. Yet, in many parts
of Pakistan, defying familial or tribal expectations can result
in death.

The recent killings in Balochistan are not an isolated inci-
dent; they are part of a long-standing pattern of so-called
"honor killings," where women and men are murdered in the
name of preserving family or tribal honor. There is no honor
in murder only brutality, oppression, and a complete disregard
for human life. What makes this tragedy even more alarming
is the apparent impunity with which such crimes are commit-
ted. Tribal jirgas and local power structures continue to oper-
ate as parallel justice systems, issuing brutal punishments
without any legal authority. Where is the writ of the state?
Why do these extrajudicial killings persist despite strict laws
against honor killings? The govenment must answer these
questions, The existence of such parallel systems undermines |

e I

the rule of Jaw anrj,nmh;-’f’-':c'q" T T Suisu (s a1e s13quiny pue 's1
.- v "y l[ : et
sisafing ‘SYNd ut pAYeNan S0 e mdaad 10 zaawni 21 QYAYINYIS

. Talochistan Express Quatt;

125 Page No._Q,’_%;

CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

CLIPPING SERVICE

" DIRECTORATE PR aelew o Lol el
GENERALOF PUBLIC  §
RELATIONS BALOCHSITAN ¢ 0 b oy cv0 50>
< Daily: f*‘1Rj?:hI‘a'térrTExpress Queia
| o 22 JUL 025 53

take decisive action to dismantle the<e unlawﬁJI systems and Page No.__2 1

Bullet b ensure that justice is served not through tribal vengeance, but
through the legal process. At the heart of this issue lies a soci-
ety that remains unwilling to accept change. Many communi-
ties still cling to archaic customs, treating personal autonomy
as a threat rather than a right. The refusal to accept marriage
by choice reflects a regressive mindset that prioritizes tribal
pride over human dignity. But society must evolve. In an era
of artificial intelligence and digital learning, where the world
is rapidly progressing, we cannot allow such medieval prac-
tices to persist. Education is the key to transformation parents
must equip their children with knowledge, critical thinking,
and exposure to the wider world, rather than confining them
to oppressive traditions. The brutal murder of this couple
reminds that power and strength are often misused to suppress
the weak. Innocent lives are lost while perpetrators roam free,
confident that they will face no consequences. This cannot
continue. The judicial system must act swiftly to prosecute
those responsible for honor killings. At the same time, the
government must launch awareness campaigns to challenge
toxic norms and promote gender equality. Religious scholars,
civil society, and the media must also play their part in-con-
demning such barbaric acts and advocating for change.

This brings us to the critical question: Where is the writ of
the government? Where are the state functionaries and author-
ities whose primary duty it is to protect citizens and uphold
the law? The continued operation of parallel judicial systems,
such as local Jirgas, which often issue decrees of death for
perceived transgressions against tribal "honor," signifies a
“state within a state." This erosion of governmental authority
allows those with power and strength to act with impunity,
perpetrating unspeakable violence while innocent lives are
brutally extinguished. The horrific murder in Balochistan
underscores a chilling truth: anyone with sufficient influence
can commit the most harmful acts, and it is always the inno-
cent who bear the devastating consequences. It is high time
for a radical transformation of our society, grounded in logic,
reason, and human rights. The path forward is clear: invest in
education. Equip our children with knowledge, critical think-
ing skills, and the courage to explore a world beyond narrow
tribal confines. In an era dominated by Artificial Intelligence
and digital learning in 2023, clinging to regressive practices is
not just morally reprehensible; it is a self-defeating act that
stunts our collective progress.
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Hhean Bnnlanl and Mano Satakeal,
went Vil ity widesposad o
e avnd sliime, Thin ool iw |\|\||\l‘
wporiedly  socuentog aoumd - Bida
Anha, b stk remtodder of U fragil
lI?' of Taw annd the pervasive intlueme
of rogrvmsive ciatoma that waarp the
\«:‘ty oanene O [usths amd human g
nity,
he (- fated couple, It Ia vepoctad,
had daved to contoct & love waelage
= 0 porecnil vhodoe that, In the eyea ol
aome, became an wntorgivalile trans:
teaalon, Instead of seoklng moouree
theough the formal Justice ayatew
thelr (e wan soalid by a so u\llnzl
“tma‘ of Area eldors, whay tna ehilling
dirplay of exteajuddiclal aunthurity, pros
noutewd a death sentence, Lurnd back
o the village uidee the pretest ol a
el tnvitation, Esan amnd Bano were
then taken to an abandoned place in
Dagark, where they were informald of

- Whetr decreed dowbee bofore belog ben-

tally murdoged,
o Thia At i not merely ncelng it inan

Lol s b aggadost the Tundanen
Wl \\\ G (pdon of a civilized soctety: The
AWAlL renponee from the slate with
Malochintan Chiel Mindater  Sarfvas
Mgl ordorigg the toplatation of a
o Winded tertoctam i'uﬂ“ﬂ ad the
milssequent arest of a key suspect by
Loviea aml  the  CountenTerroeirm
Dopartent, e weleome and coclal
ey Clitel Mintster Bugtie vow that
Uy wtiate WAL ol revalo o stlent apec
tator o sl badsariam® must translate
Bt awavecig oction o ensure that
Justhon 2 ot only servad but seen to bo
porvinl, .

The Dagort tnctdent 1o a profonnd
indictment of the rale of law (o our
sovinee, No Individual of growp haa

o tight to establish parallel courts,
by pana logal framewnrka, oc dechde the
late of cltirens outaide the bowds of
e conetitution, Such acts not oaly
underming the authority of the state
but also drag the entire provinee, and
lideed the countey, Into disrepute on
the global stage. It is {imperative that
the government and all comemed
authoritios take robust and sustainatde
mearues to ermdicate this menace.

The calprite fnvolved (o this helnous
vrine must be prosscuted with the tull
forve of W law, ensurdigg that they tace
wovere puntehiment. Only by collee
tvely ojovting these archale costonws
and upholding the supreaacy of law
wn we ensure that (o more lives are
loat to the beutal fallacy of ‘honour!
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