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@ balochistantimes.pk @ @balochistantimes.pk () BTimes_pk

_VOL XLV No. 1163 QUETTA Monday July 21, 2025 / Muharram 25, 1447 Rs: 30

Balochistan CM
orders probe into viral
‘honour’ killing video
Spokesman vows Justice without

tribal or political pressure;

“Rubaba also condemns
Staff Repot

QUETTA: Balochistan Chiefl ‘Minister Sarfraz Bugti on Sunday
took notice of a disturbing video circulating on social media,
which appears to show the brutal killing of a man and a woman.

Amdinswamma:imwdbythcpmvindal goverament,
the chief mmister has ordered an imfnediate investigation into the
indddnddifmdlawmfwum:unmicstq arrest all those
involved without delay.

Balochistan government spokesperson Shahid Rind, quoting
the chiefminister, described the act as “barbaric™ and said it would
no(bctokﬂudumkrmydmunstHKs.'

*No onc will be allowed 10 take the law into their own hands,”
Rind added, reaffirming the government's commitment to uphold
justice. While many users on social media have claimed the kill-
inpwaeurﬁedaninlhenmdhmr,ﬂumthaﬁmyofﬂn
video and the details of the meident have yet to be independently
verified. InPakistan, *honour’ killings continued to claim the lives
of women throughout 2024.

Meanwhile, Balochistan government spokesperson Shahid
Rind confirmed on Sunday that the harrowing vidco showing the
brutal murder of a young woman and a man — which recently
went viral on social media — was recorded within the province's
terTitory during Eid-ul-Adha. y

Addmﬁnslmmfcmocnmxnnd\ihmclub, Rind
stated that Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti had taken immedi-
ate nolice of the incident and directed law enforcement agencies to
Jaunch a full-scale investigtion. He said the provincial govern-
ient is treating the case with utmost seriousness. “The initial
investigation has determined the location where the video was
recorded,” Rind revealed. “Efforts 1o identify the faces seen inthe
footage are underway, with NADRA assisting in facial recogni-
tion. One suspect has already been arrested, and multiple raids are
ongoing 10 apprehend the remaining accused.”

m.sanausummisuedin()mu. Advisor o the
Balochistan Government on Women Development, Dr. Rubaba
Khan Buledi, has also condemned in the strongest terms the brutal
killing of a young girl and boy, a homrifying incident that came to
light thyough awidely circulated video on social media. Calling it
a heinous crime against humanity, she said the act violated both
socictal values and the state’s fundamental duty (o prolect women.
In herstatement issued on Saturday, Dr. Buledisaid Chief Minister
Mir Sarfraz Bugti took immediate notice of the video, triggering
swift action by law enforcement. She confirmed that the victims
have been identified and significant progress has been made in

. gatheringinformation about those involved.
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How SMESs can Transform N =

Quetta's Economy

Quetta, despite its strategic location as a trade gateway to Afghanistan
and Central Asia, the city's economy remains underdeveloped, with high
unemployment and sluggish growth. One of the most effective ways to
revitalize Quetta's economy is by strengthening its Small and Medium-
sized Enterprises (SMEs), which are the backbone of job creation and local
development. However, these businesses face numerous challenges, from
limited access to finance to infrastructural bottlenecks. To transform Quetta
into a thriving commercial hub, policymakers, financial institutions, and
local stakeholders must take urgent steps to empower SMEs. While often
recognized for its strategic location and rich cultural heritage, its truc
potential lies in the burgeoning sector of Small and Medium-sized
Enterprises (SMEs). These enterprises, often overlooked in the grand
scheme of economic planning, are in fact the lifeblood of any thriving
economy, and Quetta is no exception. By nurturing and empowering its
SMEs, Quetta can unlock unprecedented growth, create sustainable
employment, and foster a more equitable and prosperous future for its citi-
zens.

The importance of SMEs cannot be overstated. Across Pakistan, SMEs
account for a staggering 90% of all business establishments and employ
nearly 78% of the non-agricultural labor force, contributing around 40% to
the national GDP. While Balochistan's share in the national SME sector has
historically been lower, at around 2.3%, this only highlights the immense
untapped potential within Quetta and the wider province. SMEs are crucial
for poverty reduction, as they provide accessible employment opportuni-
ties, particularly for semi-skilled and unskilled labor. They are also incuba-
tors of innovation and entrepreneurship, fostering industrial growth and
diversification. Furthermore, by spreading economic activity across various
regions, SMEs contribute to balanced regional development and reduce
income disparities. Despite their critical role, SMEs in Quetta, much like in
other parts of Pakistan, face a myriad of challenges that hinder their
growth. Foremost among these is the limited access to finance. Traditional
financial institutions often view SMEs as high-risk ventures due to a lack
of collateral, insufficient financial records, and lengthy, complex loan
application processes. This financial constraint is a major impediment to
investment in expansion, technology upgrades, and working capital.
Beyond finance, a lack of adequate infrastructure, particularly in terms of
reliable power supply and transportation networks, poses significant opera-
tional hurdles. Technical expertise and capacity building are also pressing
needs. Many SME owners and employees lack the formal training in mod-
ern business practices, marketing strategies, and technological adoption
necessary to compete in today's dynamic markets. Moreover, an unfavor-
able regulatory environment, often characterized by complex procedures
and bureaucratic inefficiencies, adds to the burden on these small business-
es. Security concerns, though showing improvement, have also historically
impacted business confidence and investment in the region. To truly

approach is essential. The government, along with financial institutions,
educational bodies, and pnva(e sector stakeholders, must collaborate to cre-
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Fixing Quetta’s
public transport

Vibrant transport networks that includé
robust public transit systems play a key
role in lowering u city's per capita carbon
footprint and improving overall livability
by easing daily commutes, reducing traf-
fic congestion, and increasing accessibil-
ity. However, like many other major cities
in Pakistan, Quetta continues to struggle
with serious deficiencies in its public
transport infrastructure. Every day, a
large number of residents—students,
women, government and private sector
employees—rely on local buses for their
commute. Unfortunately, most of these
buses are decades old and dangerously
overcrowded. Despite Quetta’s population
having past three million, the
number of buses on the road has remained
static, while the condition of éxisting vehi-
cles continues to deteriorate. The authori-
ties concerned have shown little initiative

- inupgrading the fleet or improving public

L L T s T —

transport services. The bus stops too arein
a state of neglect, and traffic rules are fre-
quently flouted by transport operators.
Although the Balochistan government
had eadier announced a green bus service
in Quetta, only eight buses were intro-
duced—woefully inadequate to address
the city’s growing transit needs. Public
transportation is not just about mobility; it

. has wide-reaching benefits for society. It

¢y b

Dalochistan Time Quatia

Dated:lj__QyL_ 2075 Page No'_z'Z

contributes to cleaner air, lower oll con-
sumption, smarter land use, and plays a
vilal role in emergency responses where|
efficient  evacuation is necessary.
Morcover, better transport options foster
economic development and increase
employment access, particularly for low-
income groups. To address the chronic
transportation issues faced by Quettn's
citizens, the provincial government must
prioritize immediate reforms. These
include refurbishing old buses, improving
terminals, and enforcing compliance with
‘transport regulations. The idea of expand-
ing the green bus service is commendable,
but the lack of progress so farreflects poor
planning and weak execution. This pro-
ject deserves urgent attention, especially
given the hardships faced by commuters
dnily. In addition, the relocation of the
city’s main bus stop from Colvin Road
back to its original location on Rumzay
Road should be seriously considered. The
current location is inconveniently far from
key institutions such as hospitals, schools,
and markets, forcing students, women,
and the elderly to walk long distances.
What is desperately needed is political
will and a clear vision to modernize the
public transport system. The provincial
government must honor its commihmt;‘\ts
and initiate le-centric projects that,
make uanspcp:l:{,non affordable, accessi-
ble, and safe. A better public transit sys-
tem would greatly ease the lives of mil-
lions in Quetta who cannot afford private
vehicles or the high fares of rickshaws.
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By Sohail Shahzad

Little oxfords of Balochistan

alochistan is 2 province of vast
land, cultures, languages, arts,
and civilizations.

Balochistzn has passed through differ-
ent szges of socio-histoncal changes,
which led people to migrate from willages
woward cines. However, the greatest
demand of the people of Balochistan was

. 10 educate their children in the best educa-

tional msttutes.

The wishes of the people came true
when they 2dmitted their children to
Izlamia School, Beaconhouse School, The
City School, Tameere-Nzu School and
College, 20d Helpers Public School.

The thirst for education did pot vanish;
the lzureates desired more and more
knowledge. The scholars of Igra Army
Public School and College, Garrison

PAF School and College, and, last but not
least, Laureates Army School were ready
1o quench the educational thirst of the
pupils.

The scholars and administrators of the
above-mentioned  reputable institutes
bumed the midnight oil to bring reforms in
education, society, and policy, which com-
pletely changed the overall scenanio of the
province. People who once were unzble to
read and wnte, after entering these
respected institutes, became pilots, engi-
neers, doctors, nurses, teachers, agncultur-
ists, 2nd businessmen. Their lives tumed
into 2 heaven when they achieved their
ambitions. These institutions worked day
and night for the betterment of locals such
25 Balochs and Pashtuns.

The efforts of these institutes were mile-
stones for the natives of Balochistan in

Aczdemy, Seven Streams Army School,

tuming their dreams into reality — chang-
ing an ordinary village boy or girl into an
extraordinary laureate.

In the recent decade, these pupils have
begun to compete in various fields such as
technology, medicine, engineenng, indus-
try, commerce, education, and also in com-
petiive exams like CSS, PCS, and many
others.

Those Balochistani villagers who
believed in education have achieved suc-
cess.

No doubt, education 1s the key to suc-
cess. Now, these laureates are running
their homes and living prosperous and Jux-
unous lives.

These pupils now have newly born chil-
dren who are once 2gain looking toward
the “Little Oxfords of Balochistan™ for a
bright future and career.



https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

