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Public healthcare
Crisis

Balochistan continues to grapple with a

-worsening healthcare crisis that casts a

long and troubling shadow over the daily
lives of its citizens. Despilte the allocation of
billions of rupees annually to the provin-
cial health sector, the siluation on the
—particularly in government-run
hospitals, including those in provindial
capital Quetta—paints a grim picture of
systemic neglect, chronic underfunding,
and administrative inefficiency. Across the
province, the condition of public health
facilities remains deplorable. Patients from
remote and underserved regions are often
forced to travel hundreds of kilometers in
search of medical care, only to encounter a
complete absence of basic services upon
arrival Essential medicines—painkillers,
antibiotics, and life-saving injections—are
frequently unavailable. Even basic diag-
nostic tools are missing from many hospi-
tals. In tion, patients turn to private
clinics, but the high cost of treatment places
it out of reach for most low-income fami-
lies. A stark example of this crisis is
Quetta’s Sandeman Civil Hospital, the
ince’s largest and oldest public medi-

cal institution. Despite catering to thou-
sands of patients daily, the hospital faces
an acute shortage 0;1 qu!:fliﬁ;hd dod:]rs,
nurses, and paramedical s ereisalso
a critical lack of hospital beds, functional

——

critical care units, and emer medi-
cal supplies. The hospital’s deleriorating
infrastructure, outdated medical equip-
ment, and unsanitary conditions further
compromise an already [ragile healthcare
system. This dismal reality raises urgent
questions about the effectiveness and
transparency of health sector governance
in Balochistan. Disconnect between
financial input and service delivery sug-
gests either a failure of oversight or gross
misappropriation of funds. Citizens are
increasingly and justifiably asking:
Where is this money going, if not towards
improving public health? To halt further
deterioration, the provincial government
must act with urgency and determina-
tion. This includes the hiring and reten-
tit;n of skilled medical professionals,
offering them adequale compensation,
ongoingg training, ae:dua safe, fair working
environment. Furthermore, resource dis-
tribution must be equitable, ensuring
rural areas receive their fair share of ser-
vices and infrastructure. Equally critical
is the setting up of a robust accountability
mechanism to monitor the use of funds,
ensure transparency, and penalize negli-
gence as well as corruption. Without such
oversight, the cycle of inefficiency and
public distrust will continue. The people
of Balochistan—especially those living in
distant, underserved areas—deserve an
adequate healthcare system. Otherwise
thousands of lives would remain at higher
risk and eroding what little trust remains
in state institutions.
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