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Balochistan’s dilemma:
promises, perils, and
path forward

Balochistan, Pakistan’s largest but most
underdeveloped province, has once again
takencentre stageinthe national conversa-
tion. The brutal killing of Punjabi labour-
ers, and Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif's
recent visit to Quetta have reopened anold
debate is Balochistan truly getting its fair
share, oris it still struggling ot the margins

“of the federation?

The Prime Minister acknowledged the
province’s longstanding grievances and
announced severalmgjordevelopment ini-
tiatives. His assertion that “God has
blessed other provinces with resources,
but Balochistan’s vast distances hinder
progress, requiring additional support” is
accurate. Yet, it must also be asked: can
money alone overcome the deeply
entrenched structural, political, and secu-
nity challenges Balochistan faces?

Among the most notable announce-
ments is the Rs 55 billion worth project, to
convert 28000 agricultural tube wells to
solar power, with70% of funding fromthe
federal government. If executed effectively,
this could ease power shortages, lower
energy costs, and strengthen rural livelr-
hoods. But development in Balochistan
has long been derailed not by lack of fund-
ing, but by weak governance, limited local
capacity, and lack of sustained oversight

Without tackling these bottlenecks, even
the most ambitious projects risk ending up
as paperwork and press releases.

Equally promising isthe plantosend 1,000
talented Baloch students to Chinese univer
sities. Education can be transformative,
cially in a province where youth often face
intellectual and econamic isolation. But for
this to have lasting impact, the scholarship
progmmme must remain merit-based,
transparent, and apolttical—something past
irutiatives have st ruggledtoensure Ensuring
continuity and credibility will be the key to
changing perceptions and realities. Long-
term investment in human capital may well
be the most effective remedy to address both
deprivation and disillusionment.

Still, Balochistan’s crisis is not purely

economic Security remains it's most

immediate and destabilizing challenge. In |

just six months, 501 incidents of terrorism

were reported in the province, killing 257 |

and injuring neary 500. Civilians, police,
and security forces have all been targeted
in what appear to be coordinated attem

by foreign-backed networks to keep the

province on edge and delay its integration |

into the national development main-
stream. Such violence doesn’t just claim
lives—it erodes public trust, stalls develop-

ment, and deepens alienation. The Prime

Minister’s call to embrace all those who

wish well for Balochistan is welcome, but |
inclusive rhetoric must be matched by |

inclusive governance. This means

ing tribal leaders, youth, farmers, and civil
sodety in ways that respect local identity,
culture, and ownership of resources.

|

|
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