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QUETTA: Chiel Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugli pres'ding over a meeting of administrative secretaries from all departments on Wednesday.

Bugti emphasizes

good governance

Staff Report

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti stated
that large-scake reforms are essential for establishiog good govern-
ance and effcctive service delivery in the province.

He affirmed his commitment to advanciog the reform agenda to
restore public trust in the government system.

He made these remarks while chairing a meeting of administra-
tive gecretaries from all departments, att¢nded by Chicf Secretary
Balochistan Shakeel Qadir Khan, Additional Chiel Secretary
Home Hamza Shafqat, Additional Chiel Secretary Development
and Planning Zahid Salcemn, Chairman Chief Minister l.n;p.ccﬁm
Team Muhammad Ali, and other deparimental secretaries.

Chief Minister Dugti stressed that cach department must take |

ownership of its schemes, emphasizing continoous mmi!afing for
transparency and efficiency in development projects, including
federal and foreign-funded schemes. He highlighted the record
utilization of development funds in the last financial year, which
has dispelled negative perceptions sbout fund wastago in
Balochistan. y
While acknowlcdging that idcal governance is pot immediat cly

. achievable, he pledged serious steps 10 improve the system based |

=

- sweeping reforms for

oa Balochistan's ground realites. He directed the Chief Minister
lnspection Team and Monitoring and Evahuation Units to closcly
monitor project quality and speed 1o ensure public benefit. The
Chief Minister announced a fast pace for development projects in
the current financial year and di d that 99 p t technical
spproval ofall proposed and approved schemes be casured by July
25. He urged administrative secretarics to review shortcomings

from the last financial year to improve future performance. Chief

Minister Bugti expressed full confidence in officers’ professional
capabilities and affirmed that performance will be the decisive
eniterion for sppointments, ensuring merit-based'selections.

Regarding the Chiel Minister Youth Skills Development
Program, he emphasized its importance for youth development
and directed its effective and accelerated implementation. He
noted that development projects commenced on the first day ofthe
new financial year, demonstrating the government's seriousncss.
He suFmd activating District Development Commitiees to
ensuroimmediale solutions 1o local public problems, eruphasizing
lhnldwcmmpemn‘:uoblammlllhcomdlllgm
meat efforts, He highlighted the importance of fiekd officers® pres-
ence and announced that new assistant commissioners will be
posted to the ficld afler their training.

Chief Minister Bugti advised young officers to make public
scrvice their mission, drawing inspiration from past examples of
dedicated service despite resource limitatioas. He cited the trans-
parent solar energy project for agricultural tube wells, where
funds were transferred durectly via the State Bank without corrup-
tian, and vowed to promote such effective and transparent mecha-
nisms (0 restore public confidence. He urged all officers to work as
ateamn (o bring real change for the common Baloch aifizen, mak-
ing the government system subordinats 10 public sTvice.
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Balochistan’s
Pine forests

The chilgoza  (pine) forests  of
Balochistan, are a unique and valuable
natural resource like juniper forests.
These forests are home to the chilgoza
pine tree, which produces a highly
prized edible nut. Chilpoza nuts are a
staple  food for many people in
Balochistan, and they are also exported
to other parts of the country. Most of
Chilgoza _ forests  of Balochistan are
located in Sherani and Dera Ismail Khan
of KPK. The Sherani Forest is one of the
largest  fruit-producing  areas  in
Balochistan located in the province's
Zhob division bordering the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province. In addition
to their economic value, the chilgoza for-
ests also play an important evological
role. They help to regulate the climate,

revent soil erosion, and provide habitat
tor a variely of wildlife. However, the
chilgoza lorests of Balochistan are under
threat. Delorestation, climate change,
and overgrazing are all contributing to
the decline of these forests. Climate
change is causing more extreme weather
events, such as droughts and floods,
These estreme weather events can kill
trees and damage forests. The chilgoza
forests of Balochistan are particularly
vulnerable to the cffects of climate
change. Overgrazing is the grazing of

ARG aolew s | ol o L

~

Talochistan Time Qe

Dated:_-ML 2025 Page No.

I

livestock in an area at a rate that exceeds
the vegetation's ability to recover.
Overgrazing can damage trees and other
plants, and it can also lead to soil erosion.
Deforestation is a major problem in
Balochistan, and it is one of the main
threats to the chilgoza forests. But last
rmr, a massive fire in pine nut forests
d destroyed at least 10,700 acres. The
decline of the chilgoza forests of
Balochistan is a serious problem. These
forests are important for the environ-
ment, the economy, and the people of
Balochistan., Reportedly, 675 tons of pine
nuts, with a total market value of 3.5 bil-
lion rupees were produced from the
Koh-i-Sulaiman region during the har-
vesling season in 2021. According to the
FAO, the chilgoza ecosyslem in Pakistan
is subjected to negative impacts of cli-
mate change. Chilgoza pine is an impor-
tant member of the unique ecosystem of
the dry temperate ecological zone and
has the potential to conl:isérule billions of
rupees o the cconomy by providing
non-timber forest products and fuel
wood. The selling season of chilgoza will
start from October. The preservation of
the chilgoza forests of Balochistan is
essential for the environment, the econ-
omy, and the culture of the region It is
inevitable that the government and for-
est department ought to take pragmatic
steps to protect and spread pine nut for-
ests along with other organizations. By
working together, we can save this pre-
cious resource for future generations.
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