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transportation woes

Quetta continues to face a persistent
and deeply rooted public transportation
crisis.  Regrettably, successive govern-
ments have paid little meaningful atten-
tion to resolving this challenge over time.
A few years ago, a flicker of hope emerged
with the launch of the Green Bus service.
Touted as a modern solution to the city’s
transport difficulties, the initiative was
received with cautious optimism. Yet, that

optimism was shorl-lived as the limita--

tions of the service quickly became evi-
dent. With a fleet of merely eight buses
covering a highly restricted number of
routes, it was clear from the outset that
while the project marked a step forward, it
fell drastically short of addressing the
city’s growing transport needs,

At the time of the launch, the provincial
government claimed this was just the
beginning — the first phase of a broader,
long-term plan. Commitments were made
to expand the number of buses, extend
routes, and connect more areas of the city
to an-organized transport network. These
promises temporarily raised publicexpec-
tations for a more efficient and inclusive
urban transit system. However, those
assurances have remained largely unful-
filled. Today, the Green Bus service still
operates under the same initial limita-
tions.

The consequences of this continued

neglect are far-reaching, In the absence Of
a relisble, affordable, and extensive public
transport network, the daily lives of thou-
sands are made unnecessarily arduous.
Women — who already face social u'r)ﬂ(.i
economic constraints when it comes to pri-
vate transportation — and the elderly, and
differenllg abled persons are particularly
affected by Quetta’s chaotic traffic and
poor infrastructure — suffer the most.
With no dependable public alternative,
they are forced to rely on costly, unsafe,
and often overcrowded transport modes,
severely limiting their mobility, access to
services, and overall quality of life.
Moreover, the financial strain on families’
mebility increases, as a larger portion of
household income is consumed by com-
muting costs.

It is imperative that the provincial gov-
ernment recognize the seriousness of this
issueand take immediate corrective meas-
ures. The current state of public transpor-
tation in Quetta is not merely an incon-
venience — it is a major impediment to the
cily’s social and economic devel-
opment. Authorities must act without fur-
ther delay: honor previous commitments,
scale up the Green Busproject, and ensure
the availability of affordable, accessible, °
and efficient transport across the city.
Introducing more buses and expanding
routes is not just about easing daily com-
mutes — it is about ensuring basic urban
mobility as a public right. Only through
such comprehensive re can Quetta
move towards a more inclusiveand livable

future for all its residents.
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