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_B.C.6 VOL XLV No. 1168 QUETTA Saturday July 26, 2025 / Muharram 30, 1447 Rs: 3

———

QUETTA: Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Khan Bugti, exchanging views with MPA Mir Sadiq Sanjrani, during the Balochistan

Assembly session, on Friday.

Badini, and other notable figures were also part of the delega-
tion. . Eaial

The delegation was given a detailed briefing by the Board
on proposed investment projects in the province, government

CM Bugti’s vision
drives Investment, jJob iz miabie orinestors andcconomic opporuniis

cfforts and said that the vision of the Balochistan government

Creation for is youth-friendly and progressive.

¢ . Bilal Khan Kakar mentioned that the Government of
Balochlstan S youth Balochistan is taking several initiatives for youth develop-
ment, Under the Balochistan Youth Empowerment Program,
2 : . provision of vocational training, internships, business mentor-
. Staff Report ship, and startup grants for youth Chief Minister’s Skills
. R $ y Development Scheme, Benazir Bhutto Scholarship Progra
QUETTA: Vice Chairman of the Balochistan Board of ¥ bt - ¢ -
g‘ b‘;:'f“;“”‘ an d Trade . Bi.l_nl Kbax.:vl(nkn. Die stoted el ;f:“E:xrﬁigo!‘x;in; o::;;g::':‘umnﬂ for ‘youlh abroad and many
b3 fo:";:‘;:r“?:.“h“'::‘;nM":. is:il;: f:: an“g:;) ;.;n:e:::;' He added that the Balochistan Investment Board, under the
the youth, Undes his Igaedde“cnhip, peackical steps are haing talkd Balo_chulm Boafd of l.nvcslme_m and Trade, is actively con-
for the youth that are unprecedented in the province's history. n:‘c,:::!g’ :'ot:th l\;/uh businesses, investment opportunities, and
. He expressed these views while speaking toa delegation led & - s
Fy Nausheen Iftikhag, President of the Youth Parliamentarian
iml:; The delegation visited the office of (BBoIT) on the
e ‘:90 of Vice Chairman Bilal Khan Kakar. Members of
tonal Assembly, Nawabzada Jamal Raisani, Mir Usman
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Timely Release
of Funds

The plight of nearly 3,000 cancer patients
in Quetta, deprived of crucial treatment
due to the non-release of health card funds
to Cenar Hospital, is a deeply concerning
issue that demands immediate attention.
It's been over a month since the funds allo-
cated for these patients were exhausted,
leaving vulnerable individuals ina state of
despair and highlighting a critical failing
in our healthcare system.

The Health Card initiative, designed to
alleviate the financial burden on patients,
is rendered ineffective when the very
institutions meant to provide care are
starved of resources. This delay, report-
edly due to the Social Welfare Department
withholding funds, not only causes
immense suffering for patients but also
undermines the credibility and impor-
tance of the Endowment Fund Policy. It's
particularly disheartening given that
Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfraz
Ahmed Bugti has taken on the crucial
health portfolio himself, striving to rec-
tify past inefficiencies and implement
reforms. Such a backlog in fund disburse-
ment at Cenar Hospital casts ashadow on
these efforts and suggests a disconnect
between policy intentions and on-ground
implementation. While the Social Welfare
Department may have its justifications
for withholding funds and medicines,

the human cost is simply too high.
Denying cancer patients access to timely
treatment is an absolute injustice and can
have irreversible consequences for their
health and well-being,

This issue, unfortunately, is not iso-
lated to Cenar Hospital. Government-run
hospitals across Quetta and other remote
areas of Balochistan frequently grapple
with shortages of funds and essential
medicines. The province simply cannot
afford continued neglect and experimen-
tation in this vital sector. The health of its
citizens is paramount and requires a sta-
ble, well-funded, and efficiently man-
aged system. It is imperative that the
authorities concerned, particularly the
Chief Minister, take immediate and deci-
sive action. Funds for Cenar Hospital
must be released without further delay to
ensure that cancer patients can resume
their life-saving treatments. Beyond this
immediate crisis, both federal and pro-
vincial governments must prioritize the
health sector, allocating maximum funds
and evolving a prudent strategy to ensure
its smooth functioning. The time for mere
attention is over; drastic reforms are
needed to put Balochistan’s health sector
back on the right track and prevent such
humanitarian crises from recurring.
Moreover, it is the responsibility of the
federal and provincial governments to
set aside maximum funds to improve the
abysmal condition of the health sector
and evolve prudent strategies to make
the health sector work smoothly.
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