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B chistan Times

GROUP

@ balochistantimes.pk ) @balochistantimes.pk () BTimes_pk

Regd No.B.C.6 ~ VOL XLV No. 1146 QUETTA Thursday July 03, 2025 / Muharram 07, 1447 Rs: 30
The government delega- —

' tion viewed this move as pro-
CM Ol‘del‘s | gress towands reconcilation
with the sctivists and a peace-

refcase Of | tul resoltion of the issue,

Y “Alﬁ'mm; lhc{ povernment’s
BGA activists, soques: o e

fOrmMS s | detieg hakins sehaiven

——— A0 L% aw e - Fiwm .®1 Lk g LR IR S e

egotiati g oy ey

h ao la.tloIl ‘nnmda' ¥ !u’ly kY n:lr-ﬂl

committee subanit its recommendations
= to the Chief Mumnuster of
Stalf Report Balochistan for spproval.

QUETTA: Balochistan Chicl
Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti
has decided to release the
arested  activists of  the
Bakxchistan Grand Alliance
(BGA), acting oa the recom-
wmendatioas  of  proviecial
ministers  Mir  Shoad
Noshirwani, Bakdt
Mubammad  Kalar, and
Rabila  Hamesd  Khan
Durrani. A high-level gow
crnment commitice has boen

formad under the kadenhip

of Mir Shoaid Noshirwani tfor

mutual talks, which will

inchde Proviecial Minister

Rabila  Hamesd  Khan

Durrani and Parlismentary

Sevretary Asfandyar Kakar,

as well as represcatatives of
the  Balxbhistin Grand

Alliance.

Following the government
Jelegatron’s  assurance, (he
Bakwhnnn Graad Alhance

of its cagoing protest move-
ment. This  anpouncement
was made by the leaders of
the Graed Alliance duning 2
mecting  with  Provisoal
Finance Minister Mir Shoad
Nosdirwam  and _F &
Abdul Mahik Kakar, Faisal
Tariq Kban, Hap Mubammad
Ramzmn Achakza,  Syed
Iqbal Shah, and otbers were
also prescat oa this occasion.
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Quetta’s water woes

Quetta, thebusy capital of Balochistan,
finds itself on the precipice of a severe
water crisis, a situation exacerbated by a
rapidly expanding population and an
alarming over-reliance on dwindling
groundwater resources. This critical
issue, if left unaddressed, threatens to
plunge the city into an even deeper state
of distress. Estimates suggest that the
water table has dropped to an alarming
level and owing to lack of rains and
dams water table is not being recharged
in accordance with the requirement.

The primary responsibility for water
provision rests with the Water and

Sanitation Agency (WASA), yet its reach.

is woefully inadequate, barely covering
30 percent of Quetta’s ulace. This
leaves the vast majority of residents at
the me) of private water tankers, a
service that has become prohibitively
expensive, placing an immense finan-
cial burden on houscholds already
struggling with economic hardships.
The silence from the provincial govern-
ment and concerned authorities on this
escalating crisis is not just regrettable; it
is a grave oversight that portends a
more critical future.

The government’s efforts are cur-
rently focused on the construction of
the Mangi Dam near Ziarat, a project
anticipated to supply 80 million gallons
of water daily to Quetta. While this ini-

tiative is a ray of hope, its completion is
still at least two years away. More con-
cerning is the assessment by water
experts who warn that even with Mangi
Dam fully operational, a significant por-
tion of Quetta’s population will con-
tinue to face water scarcity. The number
of housing schemes are incr

which will certainly increase .. .r
demand in coming times. This grim
forecast takes into account the relentless
growth of the city’s population and its
ever-expanding ?eographical footprint.

The urgency of the situation demands
immediate and decisive action. It is
imperative that the government not
only expedites the completion of the
Mangi Dam but also initiates and fast-
tracks the construction of additional
water reservoirs. Furthermore, a robust
campaign against the profligate use of
potable water is crucial The egregious
practice of using drinking water for
non-essential purposes washing
cars and construction must be halted
through stringent regulations and pub-
lic awareness campaigns.

Quetta’s water crisis is not a distant
threat; it is a present reality that is tight-
ening its grip on the city. The time for
passive observation s over. A concerted,
multi-pronged approach involving
infrastructure development, efficient
water management, and responsible
consumption is the only way to secure a
sustainable water future for Quetta and
its inhabitants.
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