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o
‘RegdNo.B.C6  VOL XLV No. 1145 QUETTA Wednesday July 02, 2025 / Muharram 06, 147_=

Bugti vows to
implement Kachi
Canal Project for
agricultural revolution :
g Staff Report _ j ¢
QUETTA: Balochistan Chicf Minister (CM) Mir Sarfraz I
Bugti on Tuesday assurcd the Federal Minister for Water

Resources Mubammad Moin Watto that the Balochistan gov- 0
emment along with central regime and the Sindh administra-
tion to successfully implement the Kachi Canal project so that
the foundation of an agricultural revolution could be laid in the
arcas.

He said this in a meeting regarding Kachi Canal which was
chaired by Federal Minister for Water Resources Muhammad
Moin Wattoo to make Kachi Canal Phase 2 and 3 feasible and
1o consider the challenges facing the project in which the top
leadership of Balochistan and Sindh and relevant experts par-
ticipated. 5

CM Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Bugti and CM Sindh Syed
Murad Ali Shah participated in the meeting via video link
while Minister for Irrigation Balochistan Mir Sadiq Umrani,
Minister for Irrigation Sindh Jamshoro and.relevant federal
and provincial officials also attended the meeting. t

During the meeting, a detailed review was taken of the pro-
tection from possible mountain flood rails and environmental
impacts of Phasc 2 and 3 of the Kachi Canal project.

CM Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugti proposed the formation
of a committee of experts to resolve outstanding technical
issues in the meeting which was unanimously approved by all
participants.

Speaking on the occasion, Balochistan CM Mir Sarfaraz
Bugti said that the Kachhi Canal project is the backbone of
Balochistan's cconomy and with the completion of its phases, -
millions of acres of land would be irrigated.

He said that the Balochistan government wants all outstand-
ing issues 10 be resolved through mutual consuliation and con«
sensus so that no party has reservations.

The Balochistan CM said that a Jong-term and workable
solution must be found under the guidance of experts which
ol only benefits Balochistan but also prevents any arca
including Sindh from facing flood damage.

Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti on Tuesday
offercd Fatcha for the martyred student Musawar Kakar who
was martyred few days ago afier abducting by kidnappers
from Quetta in November 2024.

The chiel minister made it clear that some elements involved
in this cowardly and brutal incident have gone 1o hell. The
provincial government is determined to bring all the elements
10 justice, he added.
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Pre-monsoon
contingency

Though only few districts of
Balochistan came under range of pre-
monsoon yet the province isalso prone to
heavy floods and heavy showers in mon-
soon seasons. Last year’s monsoon rains
and floods inflicted historical destruction
to the property, infrastructure, agricul-
ture, livestock and human lives. Even dis-
tricts like Chagei, Washuk, Nushki,
Panjgour are far away from monsoon
range bul unprecedented rains and dev-
astating floods also caused numerous
financial damages and human losses in
these distructs. No doubt the floods
destroy crops, highways and houses
when there is no monsoon conlingency
plan. Itis really unfortunate that heaving
history of devastations-caused by floods
and rains still authorities concerned are
not well prepared how to meet challeng-
ing situation which can be gauged from
the fact a bridge connecting Quetta with
Sibi and Sindh at Bolan district is still not
constructed which was washed away in
floods last year. It has been observed that
no special preparedness has been made
by the government and Provincial
Disaster Management Authority (PDMA)
other then buying some equipment.
People particularly those living in remote
areas of Balochistan are already con-
fronting the challenge of poverty and

backwardness. The far-flung villages
and townships hardly get proper road
infrastructure, healthcare units and
educational institutions. But whenever
there is any natural calamity particu-
larly floods the remote areas go further
back in terms of poverty and it takes
decades to affected people to stand on
their own feel. Massive floods had also
hit Naseerabad, Jaffarabad Jhal Magsi
and Sibi in 2010 and 2012 and there are
still Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs)
who are striving hard to resettle.
Similarly, the infrastructural damage
still could be seen. There is a lack of a
comprehensive conlingency plan to mit-
igate the losses and damages during
ood situations. The government must
train concerned authorities to provide
assistance lo the le in the hour of
need besides conduction of flood drills,
installation of flood early warning sys-
tem. The PDMA must be well
to meet any emergent situation and the
rcussions of monsoon flooding have
always had a long lasting socioeconomic
impact in plains and mountainous areas.
Likewise, the authorities ought to clean
waterways of problematic nullahs, trib-
utaries and cleanliness of the drainage
system in the cities to mitigate damages
in the cities. After every rain Quetta pre-
sents a look of river owing to blockage of
the drainage system. No doubt it is dif-
ficult to meet natural calamities how-
ever timely preparation and a proper
strategy can mitigate the Josses.
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