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Unaddressed poverty

The mere mention of Bakochistan often
cojures images of vast, and landscapes,
punctuated by discussions of poverty and
backwandness This persistent association
is particulardy jarming given that Balochistan
is Pakdstan’s langest provinee by anv and is
abundantly tich in natural resounces,
inchuding gas, coal, and minerals, The stark
roulity that 11 out of the 20 poorest districts
in Pukistan hail from this mineralk-rich, yet
Joast populated, province is not just sur
posing it is a profound indictment of dee
ades of negloct. Thé list of Balochistans
maost  impoverished  districts  Sherand,
Kohly, Jhal Magsi Barkhan, Killa
Abdullah, Zhoty Musakhel, Dera Bugti,
Jathanbad, Ziamt and Killa Saitullah
puints a grim picture. These are not iso-
lated podkets of deprivation but a signifi-
cantcluster, highlighting a systemic failure.
A primary rouson this pervasive
paverty and umhda\‘h}:cnl is undeni-
ably the consistent lack of focused attention
from successive provincial and faderal gov-
emments. Development plans, it any, have
often remained on paper or have been
implemented at a snail's pace, failing to
make a tangible difference in the lives of
the loaal populace. Awanan district serves
as a poignant example of this neglect
Despite not being on the official List of the
2 poarest districts, its dire conditions are
well-documented. Compounded by a per-
sistent insurgency, Awanin’s development

has been tragically sidelined. Revogmizing
the gravity of the Situation, the Minstry of
Planning, Dovelopment  and  Spavial
Initiatives launched a commendable five-
yoar (022-27) project. Prioed at Rs40 ballioey
this initiative tangets the 20 poorest districts
across Pukistan, identified  through the
Multidimensional Foverty  Index  (MPIL
While the inchusion of 11 Ralochistan dis-
tricts, alongside others from Sindh, Khyber-
Pakhtunklhwa, and Pungaly demonstrates a
national recognition of the issue, the pace of
implementation remains a eritical concem.
To genuinely alleviate poverty and reverse
the tide of backwandness in Balochistan, o
multi-pronged and accelenited approach is
essential. Governments, at both foderal and
ovincial levels, must expadite the reloase
of allocated funds. Cruaially, strict over-
sight is noaded to ensure these f\ln:\ls are
spent purcly on ment, preventi Qs
mT:l ensuring they roach the inhrgt‘\k‘\‘lk?:‘n-
eficdaries and projects. Experts rightly
advoaate for a halistic uplift strateyy that
includes  physioal - connectivity  (roads,
infrastructure). - reliable  power  supply,
robust digital connactivity, and support for
productive sectors of livelihood. It's time to
move beyond rhetorie and implement con-
arote actions that empower the people of
Balochistan, enabling them to hamess their
ince's vast resources and secure a
future free from the shackles of poverty
and neglxt. Only then can Balochistan
shad the unwekome epithots and daim its
rightful place as a prosperous and devel:
opad region of Pakistan.
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