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Balochistan Assembly approves
Rs 89647 b budget for FY 2025-26

Bugti vows no surrender to terrorists, emphasizes state authority

802y
bod ey
1

!
19
'

Lty

3%,

Staff Report

QUETTA: The  Dalochistan
Assembly commenced its session
under the chairmanship of Speaker
Abdul Khaliq Achakzai. The seasion
approved a budget of over Rs. 896.47
billion for the financial year 2025-26
by a majority vote, A total of 94
demands for grants were presented
for the next financial ycar, witli 33 for
non-developnental expenses and 41
for development cxpenses. The
house rejected 9 out of 10 cut motions
presented by tho opposition, while
onc motion was withdrawn
Opponition Lesder Younis Ariz
Zehri demanded negotiations with
government employces and called
for the rekease of arrested employees.
The scssion also approved (he
Balochistan Finance Il 2025,
which was first presented by Zamrok
Khan Achakzai and then by Finance

Minister Shoaib Noshirwani, The

| sta of opy d
expenditures for the ycars 202425
and 202526 were also presented in
the house. The Speaker adjourned
the session of (he Dalochistan
Assembly indefinitely.

Chicl Minister Balochistan Mir
Sarfaraz Dugti has stated unequivo-
cally that there is no question of leav-
ing the people of Dalochistan at the
mercy of terrorists, cven if it requires
significant sacriflce.

He asserted that claments attempt-
ing to impose their ideology through
violence are pushing the Daloch
nation into a futile war, which will
ouly lead to bloodshed, terror, and
losses. The Chief Minister declared
his unwavering resolve to confront
these terrorists in every fleld. He
acknowledged that some advise him
to remain silent, but he explained that
his conscience and the responsibility

entrusied 10 him by Allah Almighty
and the Conditution of Pakistan
compel him to act.

Wrapping up the budget debate in
the Dalochistan  Assembly on
Wednesday, he reiterated that the
Conastitution does not permit him to
remain silent. Mir Sarfaraz Bugti
cited the trogic incident in Musakhel,
where a woman witnessed her hus-
band and son being riddled with bul-
lets, as an example of the suffering
he is bound by the Constitution to
oddress, The Chief Minister empha-
sized that he would continue to dis-
pel the misconception, both domes-
tically and internationally, that vio-
lence in the name of religion is ter-
rorism, but violence perpetrated
under the guiso of nationalism or

individual or group committing vio-
Jence againat the sfate will be termed
a terrorist, regardless of thar justifi-
cation. In his.address, the Chiel
Minister made it clear that he will
continue (o challenge these cle-
ments, raise his voice against them,
and keep the Daloch nation informed
of the facts to ensure clarity. I
noted that opinious on Dalochistan's
peace and order oflen come from
those not residing in the province,
while his government is sware of the
ground realitics, He highlighted that
past governments did not consider
terroriem their war, leading state
institutions to fight and sacrifice
alona. However, his governmeot has
sdopted this war and is combating
terrorists with full force. The Chiefl
Minister nsserted that global terrors

political slogans should be

erod acceptable, He firmly stated
that no ono except the stato has the
authority to use violence, and uny

ism history proves terrorists succee/”
only when the civil governmen)
inactive,
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A betrayal of trust

The streets of Quella witnessed a hat-
Ueground on Tuesday where government
employees, seeking a nghtful increase in
their salanes, were met with batons and
tear gas. The revent clashes between the
policeand the Grand Alliance Balochistan,
a coalition of government employees from
all sectors, represent a shameful betrayal
of trust by the provincial government led
by Chuef Minuster Sarfraz Bugti

For weeks, these dedicated public serv-
ants have been protesting peacefully,
demanding that their salaries be increased
in accordance with the federal govern-
menl’s announcement. The Balochistan
government had initially promised to fol-
low suil, offering a ray of hope to those
struggling with rising inflation and stag-
nant wages. Yet, in a disheartening dis-
play of disregard, it backtracked on its
commitment, prompting these employees

+ 1o take to the streets, holding rallies and

slaging a sit-in oulside the Balochistan
Assembly.
Tuesday’s events marked a new low.

« Under the deceptive guise of “dialogue,”

overnment authonties arrested leaders of
the Grand Alliance. What followed was an
abhorrent display of violence by police
where ceful protesters were brutally
baton-charged and subjected to tear gas
shelling. Reports indicate that around 30
indivicﬁmls were arrested, their only
crime being their demand for economic

justice. Chief Minister Sarfraz Bugti's
admunistration,  affiliated  with  the
Pakistan Peoples Party, appears to believe
that force is the answer to public griev-
ances, rather than negotiation and empa-
thy. This is a dangerous precedent to setin
a province already grappling with com-
plex socio-economic challenges. The right
to peaceful protest is a fundamental pillar
of any democratic society. When a govern-
ment resorts lo violence against ils own
employees who are simply demanding
what was promised to them, iterodes pub-
lic trust and creates an environment of
fear and uncertainty. The Grand Alliance
Balochistan’s call for a boycott of duties in
all government offices and educational
institutions is a direct consequence of this
indifferent and oppressive attitude. The
resulting disruption of public services will
only exacerbate the hardships faced by the
common cilizen. Balochistan is a province
with immense potential, but its ;;:ngw
hinges on the stability and well-being of
its people. The provincial government
must immediately cease ils repressive tac-
tics. It is impertive that the arrested lead-
ers and protesters are released uncondi-
tionally. More importantly, the govern-

- ment must come to the negotiation table

with sincerity, listen to the legitimate
grievances of its employees, and [ulfill its
commitment to increasing their salaries.
Failure to do so will only escalate the cur-
rent chaos and uncertainty, further desta-
bilizing a province that desperately needs
peace and prosperity.
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