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CM vows to unveil
balanced, realistic,
public-oriented budget

Balochistan approves
establishment of ‘Climate |
Change Fund’

Staff Report

QUETTA:Balochistan Chicf Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti here
on Wednesday announced that the provincial budget for the
upcoming fiscal year will be balanced, realistic and focused on
public welfare. '

During meetings with members of the provincial assembly
and various delegations, the chiel minister emphasized that
the budpet would align available resources with the province's
priorities and (he needs of its people.

He said that the governmenl was committed to adopt trans-
parency, good governance, and sustainable development strat-
cgics in the budget-making process 1o effectively sddress the
social, economic, and environmental challenges facing
Balochistan. Highlighting key prionities, CM Bugti said the
budget will place strong emphasis on improved governance,
public welfare, quality education, healthcare services, employ-
ment opportuniticy, and integrated development projects.

He also announced the establishment of a “Climate Fund™

QUETTA: Balochizstan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugtl meets a defegation led by Opposition Leader In Balochistan Ascembly Mir
Younis Zehri on Wednesday, -

10 counter the impacts of chimate change and ensure the pro-
tection of natural resources. This fund will support eco-
friendly initiatives and projects across the province.

The chief minister reaflirmed his government’s resolve 1o
climinate public deprivation, provids equal development
opporiunsties, and ensure transparent yse of resources for the
progress and prosperity of Balochistan,

Meanwhile, Dalochistan government has spproved the
establishment of ‘Climate Change Fund' (o address environ-
mental challenges in the province.

The decision, taken under the leadership of Chief Minister
Mir Sarfraz Bugti here Wednesday, aims 10 strengthen the
province’s capacity to mitigate the effects of climate change,
protect natural resources, and promote sustainable develop-
ment The fund is designed 10 support adaptation and mitiga-
tion strategics that address climate-related risks. Under the
fund key arcas of focus include conservation of natural
resources, nature-aligned development planning, and ecosys-
tem restoration through Nature-Dased Solutions (NBS).

Chiel Minister Bugti described the fund as a timely and

“essential initiative, noting that Balochistan faces serious

threats from climate change. “This fund will enable us (o take
practical steps not only to mect environmental challenges but
also 1o provide a healthicr and safer environment for our peo-
ple,” he said.

Sarfraz Bugli added that cnvironmental protection has
become a wp priotity for the provincial government in 1ts pur-
suit of sustainable development goals. The Climate Change
Fund represents a concrete step towards that vision

The environmental experts have welcomed the initative,
expressing hope that the fund will play s crucial role in restor-
ing ccological balance and ratsing environmental awareness
acrois the province E
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Educationél revival

Despite its immense potential, a perva-
sive educational cnisis continues to cast a
long shadow over future generations of
Balochistan. While the incumbent pro-

vincial government articulates a commit-
ment to education, the stark reality on the

ground charactenzed by millions of out- *

of-school children, dilapidated infra-
structure, and a severe shortage of quali-
fied teachers demands an extmordinary,
transparent, and sustained intervention,
especially in the upcoming budget.

The numbers paint a grim picture. A
staggering 70% o) primary-age children in
rural Balochistan remain out of school,
contributing to an overall figure of over
three mullion children deprived of basic
education across the province. This educa-
tional exclusion is exacerbated by the woe-
ful condition of existing schoals. A signifi-
cant portion of institutions lack funda-
mental facilities more than 60% are with-
out electricity, 45% have no clean drinking
water, and nearly a third operate without
boundary walls, leaving students vulner-
able to environmental elements and secu-
nity threats. Compounding this, over 22%

= 0f schoals are non-functional, and half are

mere one-room structures, severely limit-
ing the quality of instruction.

The human element of this crisis is
equally dire. Balochistan suffers from an
acute shortage of trained teachers, par-
ticularly female educators. This scarcity
is aggravated by high rates of teacher
absenteeism and a disproportionate con-
centration of qualified teachers in urban
centers like Quetta, leaving remote areas
perpetually underserved. Outdated cur-
ricula, inadequate teaching materials,
and poor learning outcomes mean that
even enrolled children often struggle

with basic reading and arithmetic, lead-
ing toa staggering 70% dropoutrate after
primary school.

The challenges are multifaceted, stem-
ming from decrrooted $0cio-economic
factors. Poverty forces many children into
labor, prioritizing survival over school-
ing. Cultural norms and security con-
cerns further restrict girls’ access to edu-
cation, while political interference and
alleged corruption in fund utilization
undermine development efforts. A 2023
audit reportedly revealed 18% of educa-
tion funds were embezzled or misused, a
damning indictment that demands
immediate and rigorous action.

The upcoming budget must.see an
unprecedented increase in education allo-
cation, puﬁmhﬂmor development
expenditures. This ing must notonly
meet international benchmarks but also
be accompanied by stringent, real-time
monitoring mechanisms to ensure every
rupee is spent efficiently and transpar-
ently, eradicating corruption and misuse.

Authorities concerned must accelerate
the merit-based recruitment of ified
teachers, especially female educators,
with a focus on deploying them to remote
and underserved areas. The challenges
are immense, but with extraordinary
focus, a clear and transparent allocation
of resources, and a collective will from the
government, civil society, and local com-
munities, the dream of quality education
for every child in Balochistan can transi-
tion from a distant aspiration to a tangible
reality.
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