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- CM vows Justlce for | t
!
Musawwar’s murder |

Staff Report

QUETTA: Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti strongly con-
demned the brutal murder of innocent child Musawwar Kakar,
calling it an “intolerable and inhumane act” by ISIS terrorists
for ransom. In a statement on ‘X’, the Chief Minister declared
ita personal and state responsxtnlny to bring all those involved
to justice.

He confirmed that for the past seven months, he and the
Balochistan government had made continuous efforts for
Musawwar’s safe recovery, with close contact mamtalged
with his father and uncle. Chief Minister Bugti “stated that
state machinery has taken immediate action following the
murder, 'accelerating the identification of all involved ele-
ments. He reported that some terrorists involved have been

“sent 1o hell,” while others have been rounded up and will soon
face justice. He termed the incident “cowardly terrorism” and
affirmed that this brutality would be met with full state power
and determinatjon to prevent future such acts.

The funeral prayers of 10-year-old innocent student
Musawar Khan Kakar, a resident of Quetta, were offered at
the Railway Hockey Ground, Quetta. The funeral prayers
were attended by provincial ministers, assembly members,
leaders of business organizations, political party leaders,
tribal elders, including Provincial Minister Bakht
Muhammad Kakar, members of the Provincial Assembly
Haji Adi Madad Jatak, Malik Nacem Khan Bazai, Inspector
General of Police Moazzam Jah Ansari, Asghar Khan
Achakzai, Malik Nascer Ahmed Shahwani, Maulana Abdul
Qadir Loni, Abdul Rahim Ziaratwal, Dr. Hamid Khan
Achakzai, Qari Mehrullah, Khushal Kasi, Chengiz Hai
Baloch, Abdul Qayyum Agha, Nasrullah Zere, Jabbar Khan
Khilji, President of the Central Anjuman Tajran Registered
Abdul Rahim Kakar, Mir Yasin Mengal, leaders of various
political and religious parties and organizations, « {ribal
elders and people belonging to different schools of thought.
After that, Musawar Khan Kakir was taken to the Kasi .
graveyard in the presence of hundreds of mourners. I was
buried.
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Kldnappmg of
Musawir Khan

The heartbreaking news of Musawir
Khan's confirmed death has cast a pall
of sorrow over the entire Balochistan.
The young boy, abducted from Quetta
in late 2024, has been found deceased in
aremote area of Mastung, a grim end to
a desperate search that captivated and
concerned many. DNA testing has tragi-
cally confirmed his identity, turning
hope into profound grief for his fami
and the community. The details emerg-
ing from the investigation, led by
Deputy Inspector General (DIG) of
Police Aitzaz Ahmed Goraya, paint a
chilling picture of. a meticulously
planned crime. The abductors, in a bra-
zen display of lawlessness, utilized non-
custom paid (NCP) vehicles, highlight-
ing a systemic vulnerability that must
be addressed. Even more concerning is
the revelation of cross-border elements,
necessitating diplomatic cooperation
with neighboring countries like Iran
and Afghanistan - a testament to the
complex and far-reaching nature of this
tragedy. Authorities have identified five
suspects, four of whom are reg:rtedly
Afghan nationals, with the fifth believed
to be a local refugee. Law enforcement
agencies are actively pursuing these
individuals, and there is an expectation
of a significant breakthrough soon. The
suspicion that this was a coordinated

operation, rather than an isolated inci-
dent, underscores the urgent need for a
robust and comprehensive strategy to
dismantle such criminal networks. This
devastating incident, however, brings to
the forefront a deeply troubling ques-
tior: Is the provincial government truly
serious about ensuring the protection of
its people? Despite billions of rupees
reportedly being allocated to law and
order, a palpable sense of insecurity
continues to pervade the masses. Cases
like Musawir Khan's, where a child can
be abducted and murdered with such

amily _impunity, erode public trust and expose

‘critical gaps in security infrastructure
and enforcement.

The time for rhetoric and superﬁmal
measures is long past. The government
and concerned authorities must under-
take an honest, comprehensive review
of their existing policies. Highways in
Balochistan are not safe for travelling,
incidents of killing have become very
frequent ‘across the province. The rulers
without any hesitation say everything is
okay in Balochistan. It is imperative that
pragmatic, actionable steps are imple-
mented to bolster security, enhance

s —

\

40 L. o) laiau 514:1 o B2

‘)Wﬁ.i).__,qow’/

/4

intelligence sharing, and strengthen .

cross-border cooperation. The safety
and security of every citizen, particu-
larly the most vulnerable, must be the
paramount priority. Only through deci-
sive action can we hope to pnevent such
heinous crimes from recurring and
restore the public’s faith in the state’s
ability to protect its own.
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Abduction to Burial:
who bears the Guilt?

The recovery of Musawir Kakar's lifeless body from Spilinji Mastung marks yet
another grim chapter in Balochistan's long history of lawlessness and insecurity.
While officials claim to have done their best, the fact remains that a young boy was
kidnapped, held for ransom, and ultimately murdered by terrorists. The question
now is not just about who carried out this heinous crime, but also about who must
be held accountable for the state's failure to protect its citizens and ensure the safe
recovery of an abducted child. From the outset, top government officials, including
the Deputy Inspector General (DIG) of Quetta and the Balochistan government's
spokesperson, assured the public that every effort was being made to recover
Musawir safely. Joint Investigation Team (JIT) was formed, search operations were
conducted in thousands of houses, and multiple raids were carried out. Yet, despite
these efforts, the boy's body was found buried in Mastung, bearing gunshot wounds
to the chest and head. DIG Aitzaz Ahmed Goraya's press conference was filled with
details about the investigation how Afghan nationals were involved, how ISIS
(Daesh) had demanded a $12 million ransom, and how some kidnappers were
"eliminated” in encounters. But what was painfully missing was any sense of
accountability. The admission that "we were unable to ensure the safe recovery of
the boy" is not enough. The public deserves to know why, despite having intelli-
gence leads and tracking phone calls from Iran and Afghanistan, the boy could not
be rescued alive. In any functional democracy, such a catastrophic failure would
lead to resignations. When a child is kidnapped in broad daylight and the state
apparatus fails to save him, it is not just a criminal failure but a systemic one. Yet,
in Pakistan and particularly in Balochistan officials rarely step down voluntarily.
Instead, the usual practice is to transfer a few police officers, form a new commit-
tee, and wait for public outrage to die down.

Will any senior official whether in the police, the provincial government, or the
security apparatus accept responsibility and resign? Will the Chief Minister of
Balochistan take moral responsibility for the deteriorating law and order situation?
Or will this case, like so many others, fade into obscurity until the next tragedy
sldkgs? This case is not an isolated incident. Balochistan remains a hotspot for kid-
nappings, terrorism, and foreign-sponsored militancy. The involvement of Afghan
nationals and ISIS highlights the transnational nature of the threat, but it also expos-
€5 lh? gaps i‘n Pakistan's border security and intelligence coordination. If a high-pro-
file kidnapping case, monitored by the Supreme Court and High Court, ends in fail-
ure, wbat hqpc do ordinary citizens have? Kidnappers could operate with such
impunity using local facilitators, crossing borders, and communicating via foreign
numbers suggests deep-rooted collusion between criminal networks and possibly
even rogue elements within law enforcement. The state must investigate not just the
kidnappers but also those who may have enabled them. The govemment must go
beyond press conferences and token raids. There should be a transparent inquiry
into why Musawir could not be saved, whether there were intelligence lapses, and
whether the response was delayed due to burcaucratic inefficiencies. The findings
of this inquiry must be made public, and those found negligent must face conse-
quences-not just transfers, but suspensions or dismissals, Provincial and federal
governments must revisit their counter-terrorism and kidnapping response strate-
gICS.
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