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CM, Corps
Commander offer

condolences to family

of Mir Atta-ur—Rehman

Staff Report

WADH/KHUZDAR: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti and Corps Commander Balochistan Lieutenant
General Rahat Naseem visited Wadhbadri on Thursday to
express their condolences on the martyrdom of Mir Atta-ur:
Rehman Mengal; son of former Chief Minister Balochistan
Mir Mubammad Naseer Mengal, brother of Mir Hamood-ur-
Rehman Mengal, and father of Mir Atta-ur-Rehman Mengal.

Provincial Minister Mir Asim Kurd, Commissioner Kalat
Division Shahzeb Khan Kakar, Deputy Commissioner
Khuzdar Yasir Igbal Dashti, District Vice Chairman Ha
Muhammad Igbal, Mir Shahbaz Khan Qalandrani, Mir Fida
Ahmed Khan , Qalandrani, Sardarzada Mir Shahzad
Ghulamani, Mir Atiqur Rehman Sajidi, Mir Yasir Mengal,
hundreds of tribal elders, political and social leaders, and other
individuals were present on the occasion. Chief Minister
Balochistan Sarfaraz Bugti and Corps Commander Balochistan
Lieutenant General Rahat Naseem offered condolences to the
bereaved family, prayed for forgiveness, and spent a consider-
able amount of time in Wadhbadri, also attending lunch.

Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugti has stated
unequivocally that there is no question of leaving the people of
Balochistan at the mercy of terrorists, even if it requires signifi-
cant sacrifice. He asserted that elements attempting to impose
‘their ideology through violence are pushing the Baloch nation
into a futile war, which will only lead to bloodshed, terror, and
losses, The Chief Minister declared his unwavering resolve to
confront these terrorists in every field. He acknowledged that
some advise him o remaio silent, but he explained that his con-
science and the responsibility entrusted to him by Allah
Almighty and the Constitution of Pakistan compel him to act.

The Chief Minister made it clear that he will continue o
challenge these elements, raise his voice against them, and
keep the Baloch nation informed of the facts 1o ensure clarity.
He noted that opinions on Balochistan’s peace and order often
come from those not residing in the provinee, while his gov-
ernment is aware of the ground realities. He highlighted that
past governments did not consider terrorism their war, leading
state institutions to fight and sacrifice alone.

However, his government has adopted this war and is combat-
ing tersorists with full force. The Chiel Minister asserted that
global terrorism history proves terrorists succeed only when the
civil government is inactive. Making the state active, dynamic,
and accountable is his government's Lop priority, and a compre-
hensive plan for administrative reforms has been drawn up. He
stated that all past shoricomings thal caused public dissatisfaction
are being addressed. Every office will be activated, vacancies
filled, and employee and depariment performance checked
through an integrated monitoring system. The Chiel Minister
affirmed that they would reach the doorsteps of the people, histen
1o their complaints, and solve their problems. He reported that
3,200 closed schools have been reopened, several closed health
cenlers activated, and over 16,000 recruiiments made in one year,
He committed to fully activating all schools lacking teachers and
all basic health centers within the next three months.
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A blazing scourge

Balochistan, confronting with tragic fre-
quency, become a witness to horrific inci-
dents of fire claiming precious lives. The
recent past has painted a grim picture,
with two devastating events underscoring
a systemic vulnerability that demands
immediate and decisive governmental
intervention. The silence of sorrow now
hangs heavy over the province, a stark
reminder of lives lost to preventable infer-
nos. Only a few months ago, the district of
Noshki was engulfed in an unimaginable
tragedy where 35 souls perished and many
more suffered severe burn injuries in a
catastrophic fire due oil tanker. The scale of
that disaster sent shockwaves across the
country, highlighting the precarious safe|

iti onmuﬁds.Yet,theechoaz
that grief had barely begun to fade when,
this past Tuesday, another horrifying inci-
dent unfolded in the Eastern bypass area
of Quetta. Six individuals were bumnt to
death, and several others were injured,
after a local passenger bus collided with a
three-wheeler laden with  petrol.
Regrettably, such incidents are not isolated
occurrences but a disturbingly common
feature of Balochistan’s highways. The root
of this blazing scourge often lies in the
unregulated transportation of highly
flammable petrol from border areas. These
vehicles, frequently three and two-wheel-
ers, operate as mobile “time bombs,” navi-
gating our roads with perilous loads. The

drivers, often untrained and lacking
adherence to basic safety protocols for
handling and transporting hazardous
materials, turn these journeys into a
gamble with human lives. A moment’s
carelessness, a minor miscalculation, or a
simple lapse in judgment can and too
often does ignite a chain reaction leading
to immense destruction and unimagina-
ble loss. The consequences extend beyond
the immediate fatalities and injuries; they
leave behind shattered families, eco-
nomic hardship, and a pervasive sense of
insecurity among commuters and resi-
dents alike. It is abundantly clear that the
current approach is insufficient. The gov-
ernment must, with utmost urgency, for-
mulate and implement a robust plan to
address this grave issue. This plan needs
to be multi-faceted: it must include strict
enforcement against the illicit transport
of petrol, comprehensive training and
licensing for drivers handling hazardous
materials, designated safe routes for such
transport, and stringent penalties for vio-
lations. Furthermore, there is a dire need
for public awareness campaigns to high-
light the dangers involved and to foster a
culture of safety. The lives lost in Noshki
and Quetta are not mere statistics; they

t families torn apart and futures
extinguished. Balochistan cannot afford
to witness another such tragedy. The
time for deliberation is over; the time for
decisive action to secure our roads and
protect our citizens from these preventa-
ble disasters is now.
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