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CM Bugti directs urgent
measures to curb illegal
mlmng in Balochistan

' Stalf Report

e ——— —=

QUETTA: An important mecting was held on Tuesday under
the chairmanship of Balochistan Chicf Minister Mir Sarfaraz
Bugti in which the issues related to illegal mining in the prov-

ince were reviewed During the mecting, the Chiel Minister
{ook strict notice of illegal mining in Khanozai and Mushm
Bagh and directed the officials of the Minerals Department
a0d the district administration to take immediate action. He
made it clear that illegal use of the province’s nataralresources
will not be tolerated at all. The Chicf Minister directed the
Mines and Mincrals Department 1o cnsure complete preven-
tion of illegal mining across the province in collaboration with
the district administration and to formulate an effective strat-

Scgy 1 this regard.
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Urgent Need for
Inclusive Policy

Balox histan continues (o trail behind all
other provinces in Pakistan acrons almoet
every human development indicator, The
overall headcount poverty standa at a stay-
gering, 712 percent—the hiphest in the
country—while more than 80 percent of
the province’s ruml population lives below

. the poverty line. Despite being the coun-

try’s largest province by area and rich in
natural resources, Balochistan's develop-
ment has long been hampered by a history
of state neglect, exploitation, and exclusion,
This persistent lack of attention has fucled
a deep-rooted sense of alienation and dep-
rivation among its people. In a rare and
notable move, the federal government
recently  unveiled  Pakistan's - first-ever
National Security Policy. The document
rightly acknowledges how regional socio-
economic disparitics hive been insjru-
mental in fueling narratives of marginali-
zation and discontent. This recognition of
historical injustice is a commendable-and
long-overdue step. However, acknowledg;:-
ment alone will not suffice. The real chal-
Tenge lies in anslating this understand-
:_r;g 1Mo meaningful action on the ground.

istory shows that ambitious-sounding
development initiatives have fallen short
in Balochistan The PPPs ‘Aghaz-c-
Haqoog-e-Balochistan® package in 2007
'aml the PML-N's Equalization Package in

Dated

2017 were well publicized efforts, yet they
failend 1o produce any substantial change
Many experts fear tKal similar top Jdown
approaches in the current seenario will
meet the same fate. The fundamental lssue
is not simply o lack of funds, but a Nawed
maodel of governance that excludes local
voices from the planning and decision.
making processes. Without political inclu-
sion and community empowerment, even
penerous allocations are often misused or
diverted, ining, the pockets of a privileged
few. For any dovelopment strategy (o suc-
ceed in Balochistan, st rust be rooted in o
bottom up, inclusive policy  framework
that reflects the real needs and aspirations
of its people. This necessitates the full and
sincere  implementation  of  the  18th
Amendment, which grants  provinces
greater aulonomy. Morcover, free, far, and
timely provincial and local body elections
are essential 1o create sccountable govern-
ance structures. The dev t focus
must shift away from flashy infrastructure
projects toward entical sectors like health,
education, and rura) development—areas
that are fundamental to long-term human
progress. Education, in particular, is a vilal
investment.  Em ihg,  Balochistan's
youth through quality education and
employment opportunitics can deter them
(rom falling prey to destructive influences.
The federal government must honotr its
commitments, rebuild trust, and 73
youph-centric development. Only then can
Balochistan’s integration into the national
fold be made meaningful and lasting,

)4 JUN 2075 Pago | 2
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