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\
Regd No. B.C.6

VOL XLV No. 1137 QUETTA Tuesday June 24,2025 / Dhul [Hiah 27,

1446 Rs: 30

A na—

Balochistan opens
doors to
Oxford, Harvard for

local youth
Bugti offers condolences on
demise of Aijaz Jakhrani’s mother

Staff Report

JACOBABAD: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti
bas said that the government is opening the doors of top global
universities, iocluding Oxford and Harvard. to empower them
through edeucation while terronsts are mernpl'mg 10 turn the
youth of Baloch into swcide bomb

Speaking to the media on Manday lﬂer oﬂ'crm. condo-
lences to PPP scoior leader and Chief Whip in the National
Asscmbly. Mir Ejaz Hussain Jakhrani, on the passing of his
mother. CM Bugti said that Balochistan is at war with terror-
ism. “Terronsts don't belong to any tnbe or nation, they are
samply terrorists. We want to resolve every issue through dia-
logue, but unfortunately, they prefer violence over discus-
- ; incial devel

i c Vi government's development

m‘&hh%lu:: el the Shaheed Benazir Bhutto
Mp Program, aimed at providing the youth of
Balockistan with access to the world's Jeading educational
inshiunons.

*}_ aﬂ!-.‘:

“We are engaging our young pcople in colleges and univer-
sities 10 steer them towards progress, while our enemies are
exploiting them for violence. This is the clear difference
between us and them,” he added.

The chief minister acknowledged the sensitivity of the
issue, stating that both the identities and circumstances of |
many cases remain disputed. “It's coatroversial who is miss-
ing, bow they went missing, and whether they disappeared
voluntarily or otherwise. Stll, we've introduced special legis-
lation in the Balochistan Assembly to prevent such allegations
against the state or its institutions in the future,” he said.

CM Bugti reaffirmed Pakistan's solidarity with acighbor-
ing Iran. “Iran is our brotherly Islamic country and we share a
border with them.

The Balochistan government prepared contingency plans
for food and essential supplies 1o the border areas in case of
any emergency,” he stated. .

Bugti also condemned the recent attack on the Jaffar
Express in Jacobabad. terming it a serious incident in a border
arca. “This is the first ime such a tragic event has taken place
in this region. It is our duty to ensure the protection of our
cilizens, and we are committed 10 improving the situation in
Balochistan,” he emphasized.

The chicf minister's visit o Jacobabad and his statements
reflect both a hardline stance on secunty and a progressive
vision for education and development in Balochistan, high-
lighting the province's complex socio-political landscape.

— 2 1
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Why STEM Education
is the Future

Education is the comerstone of progress, and in today’s rapidly evolving
world, the importance of Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics (STEM) cannot be overstated. For Balochistan, a region
brimming with untapped potential, embracing STEM education is not just
an option it is a necessity. The traditional education system, heavily
reliant on rote leaming, must undergo a radical transformation to align
with global scientific and technological advancements. The inclusion of
Quetta's Beacon House Juniper Campus in the list of the world's best
schools for its commitment to UN Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) in STEM education is a moment of immense pride for
Balochistan. This achievement underscores the urgent need to revolution-
ize education in the province, making it more innovative, equitable, and
future-ready. The world has moved beyond textbook-centric learning. In
the digital age, knowledge is dynamic, interactive, and deeply rooted in
critical thinking, problem-solving, and creativity. Unfortunately,
Balochistan's education system remains trapped in outdated methodolo-
gies, failing to equip students with the skills needed for the modem work-
force. The province faces an educational emergency low literacy rates,
inadequate infrastructure, and a lack of emphasis on scientific leaming
have stifled progress. While developed nations integrate Artificial
Intelligence (Al), robotics, and coding into school curricula, many stu-
dents in Balochistan still lack access to basic science labs and computer
facilities. This disparity widens the gap between Balochistan and more
developed regions, depriving its youth of opportunities in an increasingly
tech-driven world. STEM subjects are the backbone of innovation. They
foster logical reasoning, analytical skills, and adaptability qualities essen-
tial for solving real-world problems. For Balochistan, investing in STEM
means; A tech-savvy workforce can attract investment in IT, engineering,
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and research scctors. STEM literacy ensures Balochistan's yuu'h can com-
pete intenationally. Fields like renewable energy, climate resilicnce, and
Al can address local challenges such as water scarcity and encrgy short-
ages. Yet, STEM education in Balochistan remains neglected. Many
schools lack qualified teachers, modern labs, and even basic intemet con-
nectivity. Without immediate reforms, the province risks being Jeft further
behind.

Amid these challenges, Beacon House Juniper Campus in Quetta has
emerged as a trailblazer. Its recognition among the world's best schools
for promoting STEM, climate resilience, and equitable educztion s 2 1es-
tament to what Balochistan can achieve with the right vision. The school’s
success lies in its commitment to the UN SDGs, panticularly, quality edu-
cation (SDG 4): Integrating STEM with hands-on learning, Climate
Action (SDG 13): Teaching students about sustainzbility and environmen-
tal resilience. Reduced Inequalities (SDG 10): Ensuring inclusive cduca-
tion for all, regardless of gender or socioeconomic background. This
achievement is not just an honor for Quetta but for all of Balochistzn,
proving that excellence in education is possible even in underdeveloped
regions. The children of Balochistan deserve more than just textbooks
they deserve a platform where their skills can flourish. By embracing
STEM and Al, we can ensure that Balochistan's youth are not just partici-
pants but leaders in the digital revolution. The time to act is now.

The world has entered the digital age, where knowledge is no longer
confined to textbooks. Al, robotics, coding, and data science are shzping
economies, and nations that fail to adapt will be left behind.
Unfortunately, Balochistan still lacks a strong foundation in scientific
education. Many students grow up without ever experiencing practical lzb
work, coding classes, or Al-driven leamning tools. STEM education is not
just about producing engineers and scientists it is about fostering prob-
lem-solving skills, innovation, and adaptability, When students engage
with STEM, they leam to think critically, experiment, and collzborate
skills essential for the modern workforce.
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A landmark decision

Ina truly commenedable move that reso-
nates with the spint of inclusivity and cul-
tural preservation, the Balochistan gov-
ernment has annourndced its visionary plan
0 designate the historic Hinglaj Mata
Temple in the Lashela district a9 a global
tonsrist site, This inttiative is far more than
it mere tourism stralegy; it 18 a profound
dexlaration of Balochistan®s commitment
1o religious harmony, the upliftment of
minority communities, and the projection
of a progressive global imagy for P.'Ii.-lan

For centuries, the Hing)is Mata Ternple
his stood as a beacon of faith, a revered
pilgrimage site for the Hindu community,
not just within Balochistan but across the
globe. Annually, hundreds of thousands
of devotees, hailing, from all corners of
Pakistan, India, the UAE, and other Gulf
nations, undertake the arduous yet spirit-
ually enriching Hinglaj Yatra. This con-
sistent influx of pilgrims undermcores the
temple’s deep religious significance and
its role as a cross-cultural bridge.

Chief Minister Bugli's emphasis on
Balochistanasa vibrant tapestry of diverse
cultures and communities nghtly posi-
tions the temple as a testament to the
region’s deep-rooted tradition of coexist-
ence and historical richness, Recognizing
the temple’s enduring importance and the
growing number of its visiors, the provin-
cial nment has wisely allocaled spe-
cial development funds in the 2025 budget.

These funds are earmarked for crucial
improvernents,  including,  upgraded
infrastructure, enhanced facilities for
pilgrims, ard, critically, the conservation
of the temple’s invaluable historical
architecture. Such investment is vital not
only for sccommodating, the increased
foorfall but aleo for preserving a piece of
shared heritage for fulure generations.
The anticipated impact of this designa-
tion is sigmficant. With over 250,000 pil-
grims already visiting each year, elevat-
ing the Hinglaj Mata Temple to global
status is projected to boost tourism in
Balochistan by up to 30% over the next
five years. This influx will undoubtedly
bring, economic benefits, creating oppor-
tunities and fostering growth in the
region. Beyond the economic implica-
tions, the decision carries immense sym-
bolic weight. Balochustan is home to
more than 50 minority religious and cul-
tural heritagg sites, each a thread in the
province’s rich historical fabric. By spot-
lighting the Hinglaj Mata Temple, the
province is not only reinforcing its iden-
lity as a land of tolerance and heritage
but also selting a precedent for the rec-
ognition and preservation of other such
sites. Ultimately, this bold step by the
Balochistan government sends an une-
quivocal message to the world: Pakistan
is a nation where diverse faiths thrive,
where cultures are not merely tolerated
but honored, and where unity is pro-
foundly rooted in mutual respect
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By Aiman Rehman

PSDP Balochistan: unlocking
a long overdue future

alochistan, a
province  where
riches are buried

underground but drinkable
water remains a  distant
dream. Richly gifted with
nature's bounty, its residents
arc still deprived of the fun-
damentals. When we think of
Balochistan, we Imagine
stretched deserts, majestic
mountains, and an extensive
coastline caressing the
Arabian Sca—a land full of
promises. But for the people
who dwell there, the truth is
bitter: life is a daily battle to
access clean water, decent
healtheare, functional roads,
and quality cducation.
Despite all the assurances,
one cannot help but wonder:
why has Balochistan not

been on the radar in
Pakistan's development
process?

For one who belongs to
Balochistan, they know the
true worth. With all the miner-
als—coal, copper, gold, and
gas—and its strategic coastal
location, it should be thriving,
but it is not. These, in them-
selves, should place it at the
forefront of national develop-
ment, but poor implementation
of the Public Sector
Development Program (PSDP)
has held it in check. The PSDP,
which is a govemment-funded
program used to fund develop-
ment projects around Pakistan
in an effort to narrow regional
dispanties, is intended to ben-
efit vital infrastructure like
roads, schools, and hospitals.
But in Balochistan, it has
failed to do that. Instead,
development there has been
slow, patchy, and superficial.

Much of the problem lies in
the way money is distrib-
uted—or rather, unfairly. Even
though Balochistan covers
almost half of Pakistan, it gets
a disproportionately small
amount of the country's budg-
et. Why? Because funding for-
mulas favor people over geog-
raphy. But Balochistan is not

Punjab. Its people are spread
out in remote deserts, valleys,
and mountains. Building a
school here can cost far more
than elsewhere—yet the budg-
et rarcly accounts for this

Even when money is
authorized, the issucs persist.
Projects often stall in layers of
bureaucracy, arc  poorly
planned, or collapse due to a
shortage of skilled personnel.
Too frequently, building
begins with flags and hype, but
itis left midway. The leflovers
are ghost schools, unfinished
roads, and clinics with neither
staff nor equipment—all
remaining as symbols of
unfulfilled promises.

Another issue 1s the lack of
local consultation.
Development programs are too
focused on being built by pro-
fessionals and academia with-
out consulting the very people
they want to assist. A road is
paved, but it does not go any-
where if it will not connect to a
school or hospital. It is the
same for vocational centers
that are not utilized because
they do not meet local job
markets or have no teachers.

To this, Balochistan adds a
cntical deficit in human capi-
tal. Low literacy rates, defi-
cient access to technical edu-
cation, and poor healthcare
systems ensure that even if the
infrastructure is constructed,
nobody exists to operate it.
Investment in people is no less
valuable—if not more—than
investment in cement.

That being said, all hope is
not lost. Certain PSDP-funded
projects, such as sections of
the M-8 motonway, have start-
ed linking previously cut-off
areas.

Upgraded distnct hospitals
and water supply schemes in
some areas have provided
much-needed ease.  These
spots of progress demonstrate
that development n
Balochistan 1s possible if one
has correct planning, monitor-
ing, and implementation

In the future, PSDP needs to
break out of the one-size-fits-
all menality. Balochistan's
unique geography, dispersed
population, and development
requirements call for a special-
ized approach. Budget appro-
priations need to take account
of its enormous size and long
neglect. Transparency and
accountability should be the
priority. Online monitoring,
public audits, and citizen par-
ticipation can help reduce
wastage and corruption.

For too long, we've heard
the same excuse: that tnbal
leaders block progress and that
the government is powerless.
Many of us believed it. But
today's youth are choosing
books over bullets, education
over silence. They are stepping
up, caming degrees, and
demanding better.

Now, the system needs to
meet this new energy halfway.
Local institutions require
trained staff, empowered sys-
tems, and actual deccision-
making authority. When
Balochistan's people are given
their future, they don't merely
engage—they guard 1t, nurture
it, and make it thnve.

Balochistan's growth 1s not
only a regional imperative—
i's a national need. Pakistan
cannot achieve inclusive
growth or political stability if
one of its largest and strateg-
cally important provinces
remains marginalized. PSDP
can be a game-changer—but a
rational onc only if used wise-
ly, equitably, and with a vision.

Helping Balochistan is not
chanty. It's Pakistan living up
to its obligation. It's time to
cease gazing at Balochistan's
potential from a distance and
begin to unlock it. The termto-
ry is prepared. So are the citi-
zens. All it must have now 1s a
functioning system that works
with them—not in spite of
them.

The wnter is a student at
Quaid-e-Azam  University,
Islamabad
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