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Crumbling roads

Quetta, the provincial capital of
Balochistan, finds itself grappling with
challenges that have eroded its infrastruc-
ture and sullied its environment. Once
envisioned as the ‘face of Balochistan’ by
successive administrations, the city today
presents a starkly different picture one
marred by broken roads, overflowing gar-
bage heaps, and a dilapidated sewerage
system that seems perpetually on the
verge of collapse. This unfortunate state
of affairs is a consequence of both natural
vulnerabilities and, more alarmingly,
human negligence and inaction.

The ongoing road construction projects,

_intended to modernize the city’s trans-

portation network, have instead become a
source of immense frustration for resi-
dents and commuters alike. The agoniz-
ingly slow pace of work on vital arteries
like Sariab Road, Munir Ahmed Road,
and Sabzal Road, has turned daily com-
mutes into a protracted ordeal.
Meanwhile, countless other roads and
pathways lie in disrepair, seemingly
abandoned by the Metropolitan
Corporation Quetta (MCQ). This neglect
not only disrupts daily life but also exac-
erbates environmental pollution, as dust
and debris from the broken surfaces fur-
ther degrade air quality. The incumbent

ernment must recognize the escalat-

gov
ing financial burden that these protracted

rgjects entail and prioritize their swift
and efficient completion. The apparent

absence of a robust mechanism for over-
sight and accountability suggests afailure
of governance that is directly impacting
the lives and livelihoods of Quetta’s citi
zens.

Quetta, despite its relatively small size,
has become a focal poirt of urban woes, a
consequence of years of mismanagement
and ilk-conceived policies. The city’s bur-
geoning population has placed immense
ctrainonits already fragile infrastructure.
Water scarcity plagues numerous areas,
the sewerage system is overwhelmed,
garbage disposal remains a chronic prob-
Jem, and the once manageable transporta-
tion network has buckled under the
weight of increased traffic. The rhetoric of

ast governments, proclaiming Quettaas
the’face of Balochistan,” now rings hollow
in the face of its current predicament. The
lack of sustained focus on improving the
city’s fundamental civic amenities - its
roads, water supply, and sanitation - has
transformed it into what can only be
described as an underdeveloped and,
sadly, a‘dead city’ in terms of its function-
ality and livability.

The transformation of Quetta from a
city in crisis to a thriving urban center
will not materialize until a concerted and
collaborative effort is undertaken by all
stakeholdets, the rulers, the bureaucrats,
the politicians, and indeed, the residents
themselves The government must prior-
itize the timely and quality construction

of roads, overhaul the antiquated sewer- .

age system, and implement an effective
waste managemernt strategy.
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CM imposes leave ban

QUETTAL Sa‘v.t}-_in'x Chief Minister MirSariz
Bugd on Monday imposad a ban onall t\"~e<
of laave for :mplcw-’a of key departmans in
move aimad a2 ensuring tmely and efficent
preparation of the Salechistan budget fot the

fiscal yoar ao2s-28. Thie ‘“.: n .‘.p:;rx w
stiaffof the Chiel M 1anat, Chief

&‘L"Ed.n“s Office. the Finance 'D",\h anent,
and the Planning & Devsloprent Depanment.
The ¢acision was taken during a high-level
meeting chainad by OM Bugdl. in which the
c\‘em.. structure and priorides of the upoom-
ing budget and Public Sactor Developruant
Programme (FIDP) were reviewed. The meeting
was artendad by Provincal Finance Minister Mix
Sheaib Nosherwzni, Chief Sacretary Shakes]
Qadir Khan. Additional Chief Secretary for
Deovelopment Hafiz Abdul Basit, Sacretary
Finance Imran 2arkoon, and other senior of-
!'cz:d~. inc U spokesperson
..;e:‘ Minister
e next fiscal
cnt schamas,
ﬁra“ﬁ'_! p“ .i-:s .md m2asures o ensure fis-
cal discipline. are
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