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Mandokhel, Malik
Baloch discuss
provincial issues
Staff Report

. QUETTA: Balochistan Governor Jafar Khan Mandokhel
said that bridging the gap between urban and rural life is
amajor challenge in developing countries, but in the con-
text of Balochistan, we are backward in both respects.
To overcome this two-pronged challenge, we urgently
need serious efforts, especially a long-term compre-
hensive strategy that strengthens the infrastructure in
remote and backward districts, provides basic ameni-
ties and meets the human needs of the near future, on
the basis of which collective development, prosperity
and equality can be made possible. -

He said this while talking to National Party Chief and

former Chief Minister Dr. Abdul Malik Baloch at the

Govemor House, Quetta. On this occasion, Balochistan

Governor Jafar Khan Mandokhel said that in view of

public service, elected parliamentarians and representa-

tives of local bodies have a responsibility to fulfill their.
duties to meet the expectations of the people.

: 'We must work together to strengthen every link at the
district and union council levels, ensuring that ev
individual, every area and every district of Balochistan

rovince can thrive because the current government
gelieves in a balanced and equitable development.

This includes access to quality education, healthcare,

clean water supply and economic development oppor-

| tunities in remote areas. He said that we can harness the

' power of modem technology, scientific innovation and

| collective action to accelerate the pace of development
and create @ more equitable society. Through joint
efforts, we can lay the foundation for a bright future
where everyone can reach their full potential.
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result, Balochistan had to face vio- gettable. HOWever he also criti-

Bugti took the opportunity to

Staff Report cized those in the legal

ence and bloodshed through in the y

hi Chief ‘exmmism. In contrast, leaders like wh.odcfendm:;ﬂ;!::ll's and organi-
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Minister Mir Sarfraz Bug! 1 'a tradition of securing rights ties, ~ SUh as Baloch
hasized the pivotal 2 Serehti Committee O

h political struggle and we

:\Teo; lso Iel:m from leaders like him.
Bugti recounted the history of

in Balochistan, noting

events have featured secessionist
slogans and songs. «Is it constitu-
tional to defend terrorists?» he

rsday emphasiz
12!‘: of the province’s legal commu-

;ity in the fight against terrorism, |
describing their sacrifices as un for- sy

1 initiatives for the
legal community, including a grant
of Rs. 50 million for the Balochistan
High Court Bar Association, a law-
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ance, library, “pink scooters™ and
vans for female lawyers, and shut-
tle buses for lawyers' transport. He

cttable, calling the intellectuals o he current wave of violence questioned. g also
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| in the right dirt‘g;:;“}f €nerations  his wish to meet direc:;; :\)"i!rhb:bc the Ad‘.ngem;su?: killed was 28 ."m“ “‘m;'lu il y h:lg:e
we must understand umeb“ld that  guardians of the law. The lawyers P”"Jab-l o;«hlinz such beliefs 1z e d‘tum lc :l:g F
Of 2 separate stage yor ¢ dream  of Balochistan have made immeose 7. L gy Baloch culture peogsees e B okso attended
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Mitigating poverty

Balochistan despite having o very low
population but its more than half of reai-
dents are steuggling  with - poverty.
Aconding  to  Takistan  Inatitute  of
Iewvelopment Beonomics unemployment
{non the rise, and the lack of industry cou-
sled with the steuggling agriculture sec-
ton, hag left the population in a precarious
situation. Several factors contribute to
Balochistan's poverty woes, The prov-
ince's vast rangelands are suffering from
degradation, impacting the livelihoods of
those dependent on them, Agriculture is
the mainstay of the economy of the prov-
ince. Regrettably it faced immense chal-
lenges owing to long hours of load-shed-
ding, floods and lack of attention of the
government to transform this sector in
accordance  with  modern  needs.
Furthermore, limited access to education
perpetuates the cycle of poverty, making
it challenging for individuals to break
free. Regrettably, the illiteracy rate is
much higher in Balochistan as compared
to other provinces where more than 2 mil-
lion children are already out of schools.
Likewise, the mismanagement of public
funds and resources exacerbates the situ-
ation. Puliticians often forget their com-
mitments to the people, leaving them
without hope for a better future. The clo-
sure of informal border trade, a vital
source of income for many, has elimi-
nated employment oppartunities without

l);\lu(l.‘] ( MAY 2025

providing alternative solutions, Despite
the fuct l[ml Balochistan i rich in mineral
renotrcen, its people are de rived of this
blesning an mont of the youth in the prov-
ince are unokilled to make space in the
mining sector. Experts say that to combat
poverty in ﬂulm-{;lnmn, it is essential to
address serious Jusues such as improving,
acceds to quality education to equip the
population with skills for better employ-
ment opportunities, implementing initia-
tives to enhance agricultural productivity
and mitigate the effects of land degrada-
tion and encouraging, investments to
establish industries, creating job opportu-
nities and stimulating economic growth.
Moreover, the government authorities
must ensure transparent management of
public¢ funds and resources to maximize
impact. The government has started con-
verting of ugrlcullum tube- well into solar
which is in fact a right decision which
would yield positive results in coming
days. The Benazir Income Support
Program, the country’s largest social
safety net, can serve as a foundation for
pow:;':{ alleviation efforts in Balochistan.
By addressing the root causes of poverty
and implementing sustainable solutions,
we can hope to see a brighter future for
the people of Balochistan. It is time for
policymakers to take concrete steps
towards improving the lives of
Balochistan’s residents. The province's
development is ctucial for Pakistan's pro-

ss, and neglecting this issue can have

r-reaching consequences.
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~ Triumphant Jubilation in Quetta:
Balochistan's Iron Clad Rebuttal to India

Victory celebrations in Quetta, led by Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz
Bugti, were not just a display of jubilation but a powerful testament 10
the resilience of Pakistan and the indomitable spirit of Balochistan. In
his stirring address, the Chief Minister paid tribute to the Pakistani
armed forces and the central leadership for their historic triumph
against external aggression, particularly India's destabilizing machina-
tions in the region. His words echoed the sentiments of millions of
Pakistanis who stand united against any threat to their sovereignty. The
Chief Minister's acknowledgment of the COAS's decisive leadership
underscores a critical truth: Pakistan will no longer tolerate covert
wars waged on its soil. For years, Balochistan has been a target of for-
eign-sponsored terrorism, with India's fingerprints evident in the fund-
ing, training, and arming of insurgent groups. The events of May 9
and 10 laid bare the desperation of these hostile elements. Yet, as Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti rightly pointed out, the state has not even fully
unleashed its might. Should it choose to do so, terrorism would be _
eradicated without a trace. This victory is not merely military but idco-
logical it reaffirms that the people of Balochistan reject division and
stand firmly with Pakistan. The public representatives, tribal elders,
and ordinary citizens who gathered at Hockey Chowk sent a clear
message: Balochistan is not a playground for foreign proxies. The so-
called freedom movement is nothing but a facade for India's nefarious
agenda, and just as the Kurdistan movement met its end, so too will
these engineered rebellions.

Chief Minister Bugti's appeal to those still lingering on the fringes of
militancy is both a warning and an olive branch. "There is still a
chance," he declared, urging them to join the mainstream before it is
too late. The state's patience is not infinite, and the longer this conflict
persists, the greater the losses for those who continue down the path of
violence. Pakistan has always believed in dialogue and development,
but it will not hesitate to crush those who take up arms against it.
Balochistan's potential is immense rich in resources, culture, and
strategic significance. Yet, its progress has been hampered by external-
ly fueled unrest. The federal government, under the ltadnrship of the
Commander-m Chief, has demonstrated an unwavering commitment to
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